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VANITY 


Humane Inventions, 
Held forth in a brief exercitation upon 


the controverted CEREMONIES, 
managed in certain Quertes : firft 
drawn up for the latistactionfof ſome 


private Friends, and now made pub- 
lick for the good of others; T: w 
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Pſal, 119, 123, 


I hate| wo | Vain Inventions,but thy Law do 
I love, pra 

Luth, Oper. t, 2. fol. 36g. » __- 

Vere non eſt res in quas ior eſſe dilgt Ecclt-* 

ſaftes quat fix > wo jadicio un Cere- 


monits, 


London, Printedin the Year, 2 666. 
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To bis much honored and loving Friends ; 


they'came, Andarmhoneft theſe (which is ſad'to 
, 110? B 


(1) 


— — the Author 0 the 
enſuing Queries wiſheth ſound Judf- 
. ment, true Zeal, and unſtained Purity. 


My Chriſtian Friends & Brethren, | 
pa Hough God was pleaſed ſome years 4 
90, out-of zeal to his own Name, and 
| pity to his poor afflicted People ih thefe 
Nations, that had ſo long prayed,fighed 
and waited for deliverance to begin! a happy Re- 
formation, in extifpating the body -of Popery, 
with much of the rubbiſh and traſh belonging 
therevnto, yet hiVe'there, from firſt to laſts Aill 
riſen up ſome amongſt us, who though they paſs 
under the name of ProtefF ants, yet being impati- 
ent of ſound Do&rine,' purity of Worſhip and 
the power of Godlineſs, have been ſo far from 
being diely thankful for ſo gteat a mercy, and 
faithful in the improvement of it, that they have 4 
not 6nly with the ill-affe&ted Samaritahs, weak- £4 4.4 
ned the hands of their Brethren, troubled them 
in building the Houſe of the Lord, and done 
much towards the fruſtrating of .their zealots 
Purpoſes and deſigns about it, but with the diſ- 
contented Iſraelites, preferting the Onyons and Numb. 
Leeks of Egypr, before the Milk and Honey of 14-4+ 
Canaan, 'have at leaſt implicitly and interpreta- 
tively ſolicited the people to return from whence 


tell) 


Diſs.4+ Es. 
4+Sect- 1, 
P. 189. 


D Liamend 


tell) the very Stars and Angels of the Churcheslng 
(as they count themſelves ) are the chief, whoYDif 
notwithftanding all the Arguments, Complaints, fie i 
Petitions and Addreſſes that their Brethren have 
at ſeveral tines preſented thernwith, to go on 
with the Work of the Lord, and root out the re- 
raining Ceremonies, as well as they have done 
the fore-mentioned body of Popery, and other 
Ceremonies belonging to ir, every jot as lawful 
and innocent as thoſe which they retain, will 
not for all-that yeeld to.do it, but ry 4 inue; 
urge and impoſe them, to the evident haygningfo 4 
of Papiſts in their ſuperſitious courſes, rhe be-[thir 
vetting of many ſad thoughts and jeal inJus c 
the hearts of all ſuch as are true to the ProteſiantÞ cor 
Intereſt, and the occafioning of manifold- and{}as « 
oreatevils _— us. Now that you may thellexc: 
berter underſtand whether this their courſe be be ſ 
juſt and warrantable yea or no, I ſhall offer ro{whe 
you ſomewhat concerning the nature of the Ce-Jand 
remonies, which I (hall manage in theſe follow-Jther 
ing Queries, whereby you may in ſome meaſurefadg: 
come to know.the Rate of the difference betwixtÞnot 
them and their Brethren, and upon what ground Ffore 
they have calt them out- of the Miniſtry, andFthin 
thereby done what in them lies to undo, not only {dew 
them and their families, but thouſands of ſouls Jthe 
with them. ano! 
Qs, x, Whether do you not think that the the | 
Word of God- contained in the writings of the by 1 
Prophets and Apoſtles, and by his good provi-$Sors 
dence tranſmitted and handed-down fron thenfes 
to us, Without either loſs or depravation, is oh 
a compleat and perfect Rule of Religion, and all 
matter 


Eee HOP 
esYmatters pertaining Wt, ſuch as Faith, Worſhip, 
hof[Diſciplise and Life ? It teſtifies of it (elf that 
t,fitis. The Law of the Lord (ſaith Devid) u per- Pſa.1997 
vellfe#, There is a twofold perfeRion of the Law 
onſof the Lord ; there is perfeitio tertitudinis, and 
re-Y perfettio plemtudinis ; or, a perfeRtion of vetity, 
ne and a perfeRion of ſufficiency. The former the 
her Pfalmilt ſpake of before in another place, telling .. 
fulſ us that the words of the Lord are pare words, ag 7/4-12:5 
vill} Silver tryed in 4 furnace of Earth, purified ſever 
ue; | ries, The latter be ſpeaks of here, tignifying 
ingfto us, that the Law of the Lord is nor in any 
be-{thing defeRive, but every way ſufficient to teach 
1nfus out duty, and lead us unto happineſs. Ac- 

«nt cording co what be ſaith afterwards ; 7 heve ſeen gy, .; -. 
ndiar end of all Perfettion, but thy Commandment 96. , 
theJexceeding broad, Now here we are to note, that 

beJſbe ſpeaks this of the Word as it was in his time, 
 tofwhen there were only the five Books of Moſes, 
2e- Jand ſome few more. And if it were ſo perfe& 
W-Jthen, what may We judge it to be now, after the 
urefaddition of ſo many choice and excellent Books, 
xt not then excant, wherein ſome things that be- 
1nd fore were dark, ate there made plain; and other 
nd Fthings that before were unrevealed, are there ſet 
nlyJdown ? And that the two Teftaments might, like | 
uls Jthe faces of the two Cherubims,look one towards Exed.254 

another, and in all things anſwer one the other : *© 

the Jthe ſame dotine that the boly Ghoſt taught firſt 
the Jby David, he taught aftarwards by Paul. AU 
Vi-PSorypeare (ſaith he) & given by inſfur ation of God, 
Clexd is profitable for Doitrmne, for Reproof,, for Cor- 
eftios, for inſtrufties in Righteeonſneſs : that the 2 Tim: 3, 
limes of Gerd way be perfef?, th:orowly furniſhed . 16,07 
(+ _- B 2 4 


' 4,- FR 
all good works, What teſtimony could he'have 
given more large and full that this ? what:thing 
15 there in Religion but it is'either to be leazh'd, 

reform'd, or done > And what thing is there ei- 
* ther to be learn'd, reform'd or done, but it falls 
either under Do@trine, Reproof, Corre@ion, ot 
Inſtruction ? Andif it fall under any of theſe, 
the Scripture affords ſufficient light and direii- 
on init, What ever matter or buſineſs a Man of 


God,or Miniſter, hath occafion to reach, reprove, | 


corre& or inſtruct in, it hath wherewith thorow- 
ly to furniſh him, And herein (if in any thing 
that amongſt Chriſtians falls under diſpute) we 
9 have the unanimous and concurrent teſtimony of 
Anſw. to. the Ancients, Biſhop Uſher ( to mention no 
wy Jef: more) hath impanell'd a full Jury of them, and 
4" apa taken their verdi&, which is plain and clear for 
us in this particular, As for ProteFants, they do 

all, a$ it were with one voice, in their Confeth- 

ons, Articles, and other Writings, ſpeak forth 

the ſence of the Ancients, aſſert the ſufficiency 

of the Scripture, and profeſs to take it for the 

Judge and Meaſure of their Controverſies in all 
Panſtrar, Matters of Religion whatſoever. Chamner bath 
T.1. de ſer down the Confeſſions of ſeveral of their Chur- 
Can. 1.8. ches about this point,wherein they do with much 
<Sof-17s boldneſs and freedom profeſs and - teach, -thar 
P' 9% the Word of God, contained in the Writings of 
the Old and New Teſtament, comprehends in it 
whatever 'is needftil for us to believe, hope for, 
obſerve,or praiſe, in- order to the pleaſing of 

God, and: obtaining. of everlaſting happineſs. 

Pref. Nay, ſeveral-of the Papiſts themſelves ( as Bp.) 
<1F 1:5 Morton thews ) being overcome with theevi- 
13-p-330 dence 


(5) | 
dence and Rrength of Truth, do herein joyn with 
them, reaching the ſuſficiency of the Scripture to 
all religious purpoſes and uſes whatſoever alwell 
28 they. And if they-will but kezp.ao the vulgar 


Latine, which the Council of Trent appointed to Se]: 3. 


bethe rule and fiandard not only of all other.ver- Decrer.2 


ons; but ban of the Originals rhemſelves, they 
muſt needs do it, For whereas David in the fore» 
mentioned place ſaith mw Tow nm, which our 
Tranſlation renders, thy Command ment us exceeds 
ing broad; the Vulgar renders it, Latans Manda- 


tam tum nimic,thy Commandment is coo broad;: ** * 


intimativg that the Word of God is ſo 'far from 
lying under any narrowne(s or {traitne(s, that ic 
is zather full to axedundancy- - And andeed it is 


not likely that God, who is perfeR.in all-be doth, Deur-32- 
and would have his Servan«s to give himperfe& + 
obedience, ſhould be unperfeR in big Word, or , 


deliver to them an imperfet Rule. Yet wh2n 
I ſay the Scripture is 4-perfect Rule for all mac- 
ters in Religion, I do.not mean, it is.an expres, 
particular Rule for every individual caſe or cir- 
cumltance belonging-thereunto ; that is not to 


be angiend. Should God have drawn us ſuch a - 
e World it ſelf would not have contain'd Jahy. 21. 
the Books that ſhould have been written. Itis25-. 


Rule, k 


a particular-Rnle onely for, Subſtancials, anda 
general one for Circymitantials, which are (0 
numerous, various; and'mutab'e, thar no other 
than a general one could bz expected of them. 
Now as we muſt take care , that our Subſtantials 
be ſuch as fall under the pacticulir dizeRions of 
itz;ſo we, muſt take care that-our Circumtiantials, 
how ſmall ſoever. they may ſeem, be ſuch as fall 
ed _ B 3 under 


0 
- 
—— 


(6 
under the general direRions of it. 


Rule, either any thing for # c<temonious admi- 
niftration now in the days of the New Teſtament 


in pant; or for the Ceretnonies the Biſhopx 


1mpoſe, and we refuſe, in-particuler ? It' ſpeaks 

much againſt ſuch hives due not one able 

that I know of, for them, When qur Saviour ſaw 

how many in his time were afflicted, partly with 

the preſſure of the Ceremonial Law, and- partly 

with the Traditions of the Sctibes and Phariſees, 
H4:23-4mho bound: heavy burdens and grievous to-be 
born, and {aid them upon mens ſhoulders't being 

moved with compaſſion, as he uſed to be in ſuch 

caſcs, he invites them from thetm, and encoina- 

geth them to come to him,who was about ro put 

them under an eaſier adminiftration, and deal 
Matt11. Moxe-gently with them, Come unto me (ſaith he) 
28,29,30 all ye that Idbour anil are heey laden, and 1 will 
give you reſt. Taks my yoke upon 101, and learn of 

90 ; for 1 am neck, and lowly in hrart, and ye ſhall 

find reft for your ſonls : for my yohs 4s caſio, and my 

burden # light. By theſe thar laboured and were 
Harm.E.heavy laden, be means not only(as = ſhews) 
angel,c. ſuch as were inwardly aMiced fot fin, but ſuch 
56-7742 ag were outwardly afflited with Ceremonies and 
Traditions, -So that his words imply as much .a$ 

if he bad ſaid, My Diſciples and followers, I ſee 

you are afflited both inwardly and outwardly ; 

your minds-are afflicted with the ſenſe of fin, 


and the apprehenfions of the Wrath of God due | 


unto you for it ; your bodies are #fflited with 
the Ceremonial Law,and the Traditions of thoſe 
hard Taxk-mulirs he Seribes and Phariſees bur 


Qs, 2,” Whether can you find in this PerfeR 


SAAQGCQCA OOTDpD 4+ = <2 mw oo 
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- (7) 

be of good cheer, Iundertake to'free you both 
from the one' and' the other. And' accordingly 
wefind that when the Scribes & Phariſees came 
ro'him, 4nd- complained of his Diſciples for re- 
faſirig to' comply with them in the tradition” of 


waſhing: of hands before meat, he was ſo far from Mat.15-3 


accepri = complaint, that he very ſharply 
blames them for their vanity in that and ſuch ike 
things, encouraging his Diſciples to perfiſt in 
miincaining their juſt Liberty, Yet when I ſay 
that he invited the People from the Legal Cere- 
monies; 1 do not mean that he did it with refe- 
rence to the preſent, for the time of aQtualfree- 
dotn'was not as yet come, but with reference to 
the futzre, intending thereby to comfort them 
under the bondage they were then in, and pre- 
pite them for their approaching deliverance. 
And when the fulneſs of time was come, rather 
thanihe wold fail to perform what he had ob- 


liged himſelf ro do, by ſuffering them to conti- Gal 4. 4, 


nue under that ceremonious burdenſom admini- 5+ 
ſtration, he layes down his Life to redeem them 


from it, blotteth ot the hand-writingof Ordi. Col.2. 14 


nances that was againſt them, which was contrary 
to them, takes it out of the way, and nails it to 
his Croffe. And he is no ſooner dead but the 
merit & efficacy of his D2ath beginning to work, 
the types and ſhadows begin to flee amay, Ac- 


cording td that of the Chuich, #nt:/ the day break, Cant.2. 


and the ſhadows flee away; turn my Beloved, and be 17: 


' thow like a Roe, or 4 young Hart upon the mountains 


of Bether, In which words the Church'of th: old 

Teſtament begsthe aid and'afſiftanteof Chrift, 

for her ſupport atd'cotrifort , rf the" day* ſhdwld 
B 4 break, 


; & 5 lh 
break., and the ſhadows flee away ; that is, till 
the day of his Dzath, at which time ſhe foreſaw 
that the old ceremonious adminiſtration, confiſt= 
ins in'types and thadows, would give place to a 
new one, of a more ſpiritual and fimple nature, 
And as ſhe foreſaw, ſo it came to paſs ; for, as 
upon the riſing of the natural Sun the day b:eaks, 


and the (ſhadows of the night flee away ; ſo upon 


Se? Mr. the coming and death of Chriſt, the myſtical Sun, 
B!9't- the Sun of Righteouſneſs, the types and ſhadows 


wan in 


began to flee away, As when the Building is ſet 
up, the Scaffold is taken down ; ſo when Chiiſt 
was come, and had oftered himſelf ro his Father, 
and done the work he came about, he took down 
that pzdagogical ſybſervient Adminiſtration of 
the Ceremoniey, giving order that thzy ſhould be 
laid aſide. This the renting in twain of the Vail 
of the Terple from the top to the bottom held 


Ma: 25 forth. And behold (ſaith the Evangehſt ) the Vaul 


FI, 


of the T emple was rent jn tw *in from the top to the 
battom, Por the better underſtanding of this, we 
are to note that there were two Vails belonging 
to the Temple : the one hang'd betwixe the out. 


ward Court and the Holy-place,where the,Prieftsf 


cfhiciated : the other betw;xt the Holy-ptace and 
the Holy of Holies; and it is-that which the E- 
vangzlilt here meareth, Now within, this Vail 
there were certain things of a typical c:remoni- 


ous nature,- and eſteemed moſt ſacred ; as the - 


Ark, th: Golden Cenſer, eAarons Rod, thz: Ppt 


of Manna, with other things : all which the Yail + 


kept from the view of the people. God there- 
fore by his own immediate hand renting this 
Vail, tookaway the diſtinRion both of place and 
\ * things, 


ts 2.6 
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(9) 
things, and ſhewed that what they prefigured 


laid aſide. As all that thundring, lightning, 
and ſmoking that Was upon Mount Sw4i,ſhew- 


divine and ;to be obſerved.; ſo the reati 
the Vail of the Temple ( with the orher guza= 
culous works..that accompanied it ) ſhewed 
that' it then. ceaſed to be divine, and was-ro 
longer to.beobſerved. And thus the Apoſtles, 


derſtood the mItter, as appears by the Deciee 
ey then made concerning them. //t ſeemed 
$09 | 


upon you no greater burden, thin theſe. neceſſary 
things : that ye abſtain from meats offered to Idols, 
from Blood, and from things ſtrangled, and from 
Fornication ; from which if you ep pu (dives, 
je ſhall do well. And thus Paw! likewiſe under+ 
ſtood the matter, and thereypon,notwithRand- 
ing all the xeverence he once. bore to the Jew- 
Iſh Religion, and the ſeveral-Ceremonies be- 
longing to 14,he-.calls-them all to nought, terms 


thote he wires to, to lay them aſide, maintain 


ticus and- ill-minded. men 'might urge upon; 
them, Thus you ſee the Scripture hath much 
again Ceremonies , bat where hath A any 

| ing 


was come,andhat thenceforth they were to be 4 


them carnal., Ordinances , , waridly Rudiment anS30 
beggarly Elements, and. the like ; perſwadipg Gal 


the liberty purchaſed them by.,Chiiſt, and nor. 
burden themſelves either with thoſe, or any 0-' 
'| ther unproficable uſeleſs Rites, that ſuperſti-- 


Vid. Aug. 

rom. 10. 
* 

Serm.41. 


page 6752 
ed that the Cexemonial Law (aſwel as the Ju- p— Pan. [- 
dicial and Moral) then to be deiiged, was Fx: yron 

of crif. pag. 


137+ 
Exo4.20. 
——— 


Elders and.Bgethren,aflembled together at Fe- _ 
ruſalew to conſult;about the Ceremonies, ua- | 


Ads 15. 


(ſay they) to the holyGhoſt and tows, to lay IF, 


2 


.2,8, 
4- 9» 


| © Þ OP 
Vid. an for thi 2 T4 is Fd Ao I'tave here 
Hoornd. briefly intimated, 26d Chriftien'Writers have 
Pp ; ates proved, ayiinſt the: Fawes)- touching 
1:4 theteking down! of the old Ceiditionies, biit 
ev, where ſaith It #ny'thins for the ſetting up 
<7?! new ones ? ſaving Water in Buptiſity , and 
3-P-5 Brexd 26d Wint inthe Sappet / 1t hiention 
See Gil. not! wy Religious Rantdins Cetetnonice' be. 
leſs. _bel6riving to theſe” dayes of the New Tels 
D1 P-, mere, As for' Impifition of Httlds,, Love. 
——_ Feaſts, The Kifr of Charity, Wontens Veils 
part 3. C- ſuch like ; they were” of a meer (civil 
6.p-207. nature, comimon' to/other Perſons 2s well'as 
Ames Chiyiftiars; and toother ARtions 4s well av Re- 
Preſſe figiots. And as for Anointing of 6 Sick, it 
334: * ſcents to'ieve bet of © temporary tlathre, aC- 
cording'to the —— that 

went ore with'ir; 


Ox. 3, Whether, if 'it hail been the will 


of God, thirt hiyChircttinthediyes & rheNew 
Teftment, fhonld'hzve worſhipped him in the 
uſe of Ceremonies, would he not hiv&appoint- 
ed them himſelf, now, as well as he did before ?: 
Nay; whetherif tle had had any ſuch will, when' 
he appointed'ſome; ſuch as Water in Baptiſm, 
Bread and Wine'itr the'Stpper\, would he nor 
have appointed'the reſt 7 Whit reafon'cart be: 
rendred wherefore: tie ſhould app6int'them be- 
fore, and- not! now ;-ſome, and nor all-2 We 
know when it was his pleaſure, that the Fewer 


inthetime of the Old Teſtarnent; (Honld 'wor-J 


ſhip him in the uſe of Ceremonies, be appoint- 

Mod . ed them himſelf, and*that ſo particularly, that! 
neo *7' tewenit to the v&y Pins -of the' Tabernacle. 
&{ (314d , - ay 
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And when the time defigned fot their continn- 
ance was expired, he did likewiſe himfelf a0 
liſh them. And therefore no doubr if it had 
been his pleaſure, thar the Chireh in the dayes 
of the New Teftamem, (hould have worſhrp- 
him in the uſe. of Ceremonies, he would 
ve appointed them hiniſelf, avhe did before, 
that ſo they might have come forth in Hig 
Name, and have had a Divine Stamp upor 
cheth as theformfier had ; and would never have 
left the appointing of them to Men, who he 
well knew would be unbridled, and unſcrizbte 
inintroducing their own Inventions into his 
Worſhip. But itis very evident, that He who 
ly took down the former, ſaying not ſo much 
as one word, either by Himſelf, his Son, or his 
Apoſtles, concerning the ſetting up of ary 0 
ther in their ſtead, ſaving 'rh6ſe before meniti- 
oned; which plainly ſhewes ir wis-never his 
pleaſure, that hiy Church in the dayes of rhe 
Goſpel ſhould worſhip him il Cerettiomous 
way. For, What-reaſon carr #9y give, where- 
fore he ſhould be {9 exaR and punAual in ap- 
_ them! heretofore and nor now; if it had 
een his pleaſure that his Church ſhould wor 


| ſhiphim in the'uſe of them now as ir did then ? 
| Perhaps our Adverſaries wilt heve fell in with 7% # 7+ 

the Jeſuites, 2s they uſe, and ſay, Ther though p,,, 1. 
Ceremonies/might be determined for one Ne-ec.17. p. 
tion, ſuch as Jude, that was bot 2 littſe (pot335. imp. 
T' of ground; yer not for the whole World, zid 4272 


that in regard of the great divertity of Perſons 
places , occaſions and conditions. - fare” 
Ceremonies that would have been decent ard 
comely 


I2 ) 

comely in one place, would have been ridicu. 
lous and fooliſh in another, But there is little 
_—_ in this; for why might not the com- 
mand of Chriſt have made other Ceremonies 
acceptable to all Places and People, as well as 
thoſe which he did appoint, or as well as other 
things which he commanded them to obſerve ; 
ſuch as ſelf-abafing, mortification, forgivin 
wrongs, loving enemies, and the like ; whic 
are as much, nay far more inconſiſtent with 
their cuſtomes and faſhions, than any of the 
Ceremonies under diſpute, are > The Laws of 
Chriſt have many things in them that ſuited no 
better, no, nor ſo well as the Ceremonies im- 
poſed on us would have done, had he injoyned 
them; yet did not that either cauſe him to for- 
bear the giving forth of his Laws, or his Ser- 
vants the publiſhing of them, But ſuppoſe that 
Geſtures, Veſtures;-& ſome other-of the Cere- 
monies could not well have been pitched upon 
for allNations,in regard of the diverfity of the 
Circumſtances before named, yet this is no ſuf- 
ficient reaſon why none of them might ; for 
there are ſome of them that have no ſuch de- 
pendance on thoſe CircumRances.' As to in- 
Rance in the Sign of the Croſs; what reaſon 
can any (hew,wherefore if it had been the plea- 
ſure of Chriſt that bis Church ſhould have uſed 
it, that he did not appoint it himſelf ? I hope 
none will (ay, berauſe of the diverſity of places, 


ſons or the like ; for why might not 1t have 


en as welcome,to all places and perſons, as 
the Do&rine of .Faith it ſelf, had it been in- 
joyned? Wherein would the; one have diſa« 
W greed 


UMI 


("13 ) 
reed more with the Cuſtomes and Faſhions of 
People than the other > Nothing at all; no, 
nor near ſo- much, It is evident- then, that 
Chriſt being filent concerning the Ceremo- 
nies contended for, when as he might have ap- 
inted them (eſpecially that laſt tro ) 


| as well as other things,or as well as the Church 


did tn after Ages, that it was not his pleaſure 
that they (ſhould be made uſe of, at leaſt that 
they ſhould -be made ſo neceſſary as they are. 
And if it were not his pleaſure that they ſhould 
bz ſo, let thoſe who Rand ſo much for them, 
and urge - them under ſuch ſevere penalties, 
ſee how they will juſtifie it. 

Qs, 4- Whether, though God hath not in- 
ſtituced any Ceremonies for theſe dayes of the 
New Teſtament himſelf,ſave thoſe few above- 
mentioned, hath he yer impowred the Church 
todo it ? It do's undoubtedly belong to God, 
to preſcribe things belonging to Religion ; and 
he all along hath done it, either immediately 
by himſelf, or mediately by thoſe whom he au- 
thorized and enabled by ſpecial inſpirations, 
and abilities to do it, Now fince Ceremonies 
are things belonging to Religion, and he hath 
no where appointed them himſelf, Whether 
can it be made to appear from any authentick 
and ſufficient evidence, that he hath impowr- 
ed the Church, or any Perſon or Perſons what- 
ſoever,to do tt > Our Adverſaries in the twen- 


{ rieth Article, tell us that the Church bath 


Power to decree Rites and Ceremonies, But 
x. We would gladly know how they came by 


that Clauſe in the- Article, We find it not - 
the 


UMI 


Queen Elzabeb, confirmed by AR of Parlia- 
ment, nor in thoſe of [re/avd, though taken 
verbatins out of the Exgiifh, and therefore ſuſ. 
4pm an played ns fair play, They 
ave ſerved us ſo many feats of Legerdemwain in 
Mr.Pryn Matters of this nature ( ſome whereof you may 
Apol. find mentioned in the Author quoted in the 
Sea, 1, Margent ) that they muſt not rake it ul, if we 
p. 3 have ajealougeye over them. But,z. Adagic this 
clauſe in the Article were genuine, yet we 
would know how the Church came by this pow- 
ex of decreeing Rites and Ceremomes, Hath 
God any where in Scripture committed ſuch s 
power to her 2 Can they lead us to avy Com- 
mand or Grant therein, whereby they may with 
any colour or ſhew of reaſon copceave her in- 
veſied with ſuch a power ? What Charter ( as 
M+. 5131. #1earned friend of their own ſaith) hath Chriſt 
ling: uen the Church to bind men wy to more thav 
ren pref. humaſelf hath done? Till they have ſhewed ug 
PÞ-8. ſomewhat in Scripture to that purpoſe ( which 
we believe they will neyer do) they muſt give 
us leave to take it for granted, that the hath no 
ſuch Power committed to her. Indeed the 
Contents of Pſalm. 149. make a ſhew as if the 
Holy Ghoſt in that Scripture exhorted us to 
praiſe God for that power which be bath grven 
the Church ts rule the Conſciences of mev. 
But there is no mention at all of the Conſcien- 
ces of men init. And that any Saciety, whe- 
ther Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, ſhould have power 
over the Conſciences of men,is a point ſo inju+ 
rious to the Prerogative of Chriſt, & every = 
0 


G44. i, age 
the Articles of Edwars the fixth, not in that of 


with,will not dare to own. it, & therefore I hal 
ſay no More of this, The place they moſt truſt 
in, and which upon all occaſions they retire to 


—_ Tb I | —_ 
ſo.abſurd,that BEER whom we now deal 


rt Cor. 


as their SanQuaryzis that of Paul, Let al things 1 


be dane decently and in order. This is the only 
place that the Church of E»glowd, in the Dil- 
courſe prefixed to the Book of Common: Prayer, 
concerning Ceremonies, inhfis on. And ate 
not our Adverſatics and their Ceremonies in a 
deſperate condition, when tbis is all they have 
to ſhew out of the Word of God for them? Ce- 
remonies are £xteinal Rites andFigures,which 

reaſon of ſome Analogie or hmilitude, are 
inſtituted to ſhadow forth ſome divine myſti- 
cal Truths, which Nature never appainzed 
them to do. And what are Decency and Order 
to theſe ? May not we as well as the Primizive 
Reformed Ghurches , do all things Decently 
and in Order without theſe? Hear what a man 
of great judgement in theſe 2s well as in other 


NEED. > RE 


(faith be) rhe&t are devoted to 


when they are begten thence\, to Decency, aud 
from thence when. they can defend that wo 
longer, to Edification , as the Rejoynder doth : 
Bus all wil not help, Let them pitch or anſift 
pen one of theſe grounds, wahout ſlarting , 1 
will pawn wy. bead their Anchor mb come 
home to them again, 4s finding no faſt ground 
exther i. Order , or Decency, or Edificktion , 
for double fignificant Cerenwnies ( ſuch as 
ours) to ride 45, Thus be. And ——_ 
Wi 


Ames, 
Freſh 


Suit, 


Controverſies, Writes on this peflage. T boſs pare 2. 
| the Corenwonies, P: 80s ; 
may ſbnffile up and down, faſt to Order , and 


wa ©(:16) 
will Tay afidepartiality and prejudice, and rea! 
the place with a6 zndifferent mind, ſhall find 
that the Apoſtle (4s Expoſitors both ancient 
and modern ſhew) aims not at Ceremonies ei. 


ther Jewiſh or Chriſtian, but meer circumſian 


ces of order,neceflary i» gexerr,which humane 
Ceremonies are not, He ſpeaks not at all of 
deviſing or framing any new matters, but of 
the prudent determining and ordering of ſuch 
as were already made; and at the Corinth; 
free choice, ſo that they might either take 
them,or refuſe them,as they ſhould judge moſt 
fir; in order to the edifying, decent and or 
derly carrying-on of the Work of Chriſt, 

for; inftance ; he will have the \ Prophets tc 
ſpeak in a known tongue, one by orſe, ſabmit 
ting themſelves: to the judgement of others, 
The women he will -have'to keep filence, &c. 
And what is this for the authorizing of any tc 
inſtitute « company of myſtical , fignifican 


- rites, good for nothing (as experience hath a- 
bundantly proved ) but to trouble the" Church 


and beget frife amongſt Brethren ? nothing at 


T. 3- d& alt. . And therefore Bellarmine, having men- 
Bapt-l.1, tioned the fign of the Croſs, and ſome other 


c-24- Þ 


131. 


* "matters uſed by us in Baptiſm, challengeth 


our Writers to prove any of them either from! 
Teftimonies or Examples of holy Scripture, 
What the Ceremonies under debate are, for 
decency and order, ſhall appear-in due place. 


Qs, 5.” Whether, fince God hath no wherel 


impowred the Church to inſtitute Ceremo- 
nies,. ſhe may take upon her to do it withour 
Warrant 


4 (1) 
Warrant from him > If we may meaſure her 

power in theſe dayes by what it was in former, 

ſhe may not. Hear what God ſaith to the 

Jewiſh Church ; Te ſhall «bſerve (ſaith he) rodog,... 
a the Lord your God bath commanded you : you 2, © 
ſhall not turn afide to the right-hand,pr to the left. 

Again; What thing ſoever I command you,obſerye 12+ 33; 

to do it : thow ſhalt not add thereto, nor diminiſh 
fromit. Mark, he doth not only forbid them 

to add to his Commandment, but to that which 

he commanded ; which is ſo plain and full, that 

one would think it ſhould make thoſe who be- 

lieve the Scriptares, cautious how they intro- 

duce any thing of their own into the Worſhip 

of God, But leaving precepts, I thall offer 

you ſome particular inftances, which may ſerve 

to clear this matter. Abel, Noah, and other 

ancient Patiiarchs, offered external Sacrifices 

unto God ; but did they do it of theirown 

heads ? no, but as Cappellms ſheweth, at his ap- 71e/.52t, 
pointment , made known to them in ſuch a pare 1: de 
way as at that time he revealed himſelf. And = 8. & 
if we come tothe Church in after-ages, when Selig. 2 
ſhe was attained to greater perfeRion, and was 38, © 
fitter for ſuch a work, durſt the then do it? no, 
neither by one perſon, or many, how wiſe and 
holy ſoever. What a wiſe and great man was 
Moſes 7 he was God's eipecial Favourite, and 
farthful in all bis Houſe, yet duiſt not he in, , 
building the Tabernacle go one jor beyond his 42,4., 
pattein. And what an eminent man was Daz? 

he was the Light of Iſrael, arid a man after God's 

own heart, yet might not he build God an houſe 2, Sam,7; 
Nithout ſpecial order __ him. Though _ 7 


39 


RF - 
did both intend, and had foretold in the Scri- 
pture,that he would have an Houſe built where 
he would cauſe his Name to dwell, yet might 


- not he undertake to do it, Without a poſitive 


ICor.7.6 


Ag.15 .28 


licence from him, And what a famous man 
was Solomon ? he was ſo wile that all the Kings 
of the Earth admired him, and ſought to him; 
yet durſt not he do any thing in building the 
Temple but what was agreeable to the inftru. 
Rions God had delivered in writing to David 
his. father about it, He duiſt not engrave an 
Image upon the Wall, hang up a Vail, ſet up a 
Candleſtick or Lamp, bring in a Singer or F6- 
Rrument of Muſick, but what God had appoin. 
ted him. Nay, he durſt not bring in ſo much 
as 2 Shovel, Spoon,or any ſuch thing, but what 
he had received ſpecial order for from God, 


And if we come into the New Teſtament, what 


a Choice man mas Pax/ ? what rare and excel- 
lent gifts had God bleſſed him with ? yet when 
he himſelf had received no Commandment a- 
bout Marriage, he would not command any 
thing concerning it, but as he finds it a thing 
indifferent, he declares it to be ſo, & ſo leaves 
it, ſaving that as a Miniſter of the Goſpel he 
eives his opinion and advice about it, without 
impoſing any thing, And if we leave fingle 
perſons, and come to ſocieties z What a grave 
and orthodox Council was that at Jerufalem ? 
yet Curſt not they decree or impoſe any thing 
upon the Churches but what the holy Ghoſt di- 
rected them to, and ſuggeſted as neceſlary. 
And durſt not ſuch perſons as theſe, who Were 


Prophets and Apoſiles, and guided-by an un-}j 


ering 
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I9 
erriog Spirit, inſtitute any thing without Cons 
mand from God, and yet may our Convocati- 
on-men, when they have neither received any 
Command from God, neither were ele&ed by 
thoſe whom they pretend to repreſent, adven+ 
ture todo it > Would not ſuch perſons as thoſe 
command but where God had commanded,nor 
forbid but where: he had forbidden, and yet 
may they do it > Would not ſach perſons looſe 
where he had bound, nor bind where he had 
looſed, and yet will they doit? This ſhews 
they have either more power or leſs caution j 
but whether of the two it is, let the indifferent 
judge, If we =y credit the Judgment of cur 
learnedſt & ſoundeRt reformed Writers, whom 
God made ſo eminently inflrumental in refto- 


| ring the Church to ber primitive ſimplicity 


and purity; it 1s not lawful to ſet up, urge or 
uſe any thing in the Worſhip of God, above ot 
beſides what he himſelf hath appointed, Cal- 
win (who was a man ſo much admired and ho- 
nored by Azdrews, Downham, Hooker, and other 
of the moſt grave and learned Advocates a- 
tmongſt us for the Ceremonial way, chuſe what 
ſome latter of lefle note through either igno- 
rance or prejudice have to their own diſgrace 


ſuggetted againſt him ) ſpeaking of the Lord's Epift ad 
Supper, ſaith, :t & a thing ſo ſacred and holy, Pro 


that it is 4 fintodefile ut with any humane ad- 
ditzons, Where note, that he doth not ſpeak 
this, as if ſome additions were defilements,and 
others not ; but that what-ever is done to it 
by way of addition,without warrant from God, 
is ſo. And Zanchy ſpeaks tothe ſame purpoſe, 

A In 
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| (20) 
Pol-2. de I's external Worſhip (ſaith he ) which _—_ toll 


ing 


ſec. Prec. - of mos 
qr" God,or in Ceremonies ve may not mungle any t 


262, . 
Decrer, ſelf deter:ineth, that he who us Preſident, if he 


part 2. ſay any thing, or command beſides the Will of God, 
_ or--befides what #s evidently commanded in the 
CO Scriptures, let him be looked upon as a falſe Wit- 
neſs of God, or Sacrilegiow, Notwithflanding 
this, and much more that might be alledged 
both out of Scripture and other eminent Au- 
thors againſt the Churches having power to 
inſticute hgnificant Rites and Ceremonies,our 
Advetrſaries till affum that ſhe may do it ; 
and for proof thereof, they produce ſeveral 
inftances out of Scripture, ſuch as the geſture 
of Abraham's Servant in ſwearing to his Ma- 
ſer ; the Altar of Forde» ; the Feaſts of Dedi- 
cation and Purim, with ſeveral others of the 
like nature : but how impertinent and aliene 
they are to the matter in hand, divers learned 
the Creſs, Men have particularly manifeſted; whom when 
7ar.1.c,2, they have anſwered, we ſhall better know 
{e&. 33; what to ſay to them. Do but ſer out natural 
34-7-129. ſigns of devotion and ſeriouſneſs, and moral 
freſb ſuit 62ns of civil ſubjection and reſpeR : and ſuch 
Part2. thirgs as were done by the ſpecial ſuggeſtion 
p-:04, and infſtin& of the Spuit of God : and ſuch 
Gil ip. things as were extorted by extraordinary Pro- 
Difp. agt- - , © - 
Ercl.Ce- Vidences and uigent neceſſities: as alſo ſuch 
rem-part. things as were Politick Acts or Civil Obſer- 
3+ $-209- vations : and ſuch things as were done with- 
out any general or particular Warrant from 
God, and {o were unlawſul; I ſay, do but ſet 
out theſe 


Pa: ker of 


of our own head. Nay, the very Canon Law ir: 


Mw /O - & -w 
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21 ) \ 
; to theſe and ſuch like matters, altogether aliene 
) ' to the preſent buſineſs, and then lee what all 
"EI their inſtances, wherewith they make ſuch a 
w ich their inſtances, wh they make 
goodly flouriſh, will contribute towards the 


& proving of a power in the Church to inſtitute 
tþ,0 refigious, ſignificant Rites , when God hath 
wield neither in general nor in ſpecial ( as I have 
ling before . ſhewed) appointed or licenſed. her to 


oed do it, 
| Os, 6. Whether, fince the Church may not 
| inſtitute Ceremonies without order from God, 
to} - .. ate rin 
i$ it not a bold and impious preſumprion in her 


_ to attempt todoir? Whether 1s it not an high 
agg affron'ing of his Sovereign Authority, Wiſdom 
ure and Goodneſs 2 Whether doth ſhe not thzreby 
Maj Jo 2s much as tell the World that he is ſo far 
- | from Sovereign Authority, that it belongs not 
edi- . O , , 4 
thell '* him only to make Laws and Ordinances for 
the management of his Service, but to her 
—_—_—— . to h 
neg likewiſe: and that he 1s ſo far from infinite 
hen Wiſdom that ſhe is fain to come after him and 
"of ſupply the defeRs of his Inflicutions with her 
—_ Inventions : and that he 1s (o far from infinice 
ral} Goodneſs, that he neglects her, and provides 


ch 2ot for her matters of Decency an1 Order, as 
he ſhould do > Whether doth the nor as much 


_ as ſay, that though the very Infidel provides "795-8 
ro. <onveniencies for his family, yet God pro. 
kl vides not for his? Andif this be nor an high 


for affronring of him, what is? If the Scribes and Mat.15.3 
"| Phariſees did ſo. far offend in thoſe darkzr 


th-4 © : : : 
om| es, by urging of that innocent and decent 
_ Rite, the waſhing of hands before meat, (for ſo it 


was init ſelf ) how do thoſe offznd that in theſe 
ele 5 
| CG 3 YUN- 


Devt.4.2 


1 


(22) 
Sunſhine dayes of the Goſpel, do urge things 
of a far worſe nature, to the great hindrance of 


Religion, and difturbance of the Peace of the: 


Faithful ? 

Qs. 7. Whether, fince the Church may not 
inſtitute Ceremonies without Warrant from 
God, is it not very dangerous, aſwel as pre- 
ſumptuous, for her todo it ? The Scripture is 
=_ that it is. God doth therein not only for- 

id us todo leſs than he hath required, but 
more, As he forbids us to d:mwmſh from the 
Word that he commands us, ſo he forbids us 
to add toit, Ag he foibids us to fall ſhort in 
our righteouſneſs by doing leſs than he hath 
commanded ; ſo he forbids us to exceed in it, 
by doing more than he hath commanded. And 
he doth not only forbid us to do it, but by ſe- 
vere and dreadful denunciations labours to de- 


Ecc.7.16. ter us from it. Be not righteous overmuch (ſaith 


he) neither make thy ſelf over-wiſe ; why ſhouldeſi 
thou deflroy thy ſelf ? And Pasl anathematizeth 
that Man or Angel that ſhall preach T&e' 8, 
above what he had preached. Thoxgh we ((aith 


Gal.r.%,g he) or an Angel from Heaven, preach any other 


Kev. 22, 
48, 


Goſpel unto you, than that which we have preached 
unto you, let him be accurſed, As we ſaid be- 
fore, ſo ſay I now again, if any man preach any 
other Geipel unto you, than that ye have received, 
let him be accurſed, And John cloſeth up the 
Bible with a paſſage of the like nature; 7 re- 
ſtifie (faith he ) unto every man that beareth the 
words of the Prophecy of this Book ; if any man 
ſhall add unto theſe things, God ſhall add uxto bim 
the plagues that are wruten in thu Rock, As we 

Count 
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( 2 
2s | count that which is above, or befides a man's 
of | will, to be contrary to it ; ſo God counts eve. 
the | ry thing that men teach, obſerve and do in his 
Church, that is above or beſide his Word, to 
not | be noother than contrary to it, Hen. 24. the 
2m | Emperour was wont to ſay, Ne quid nin: ; 
re- | over-doing is under-doing : and indeed ſo 
18 | God efteems of it and reputes it, He takes 
or- F himſelf to be as much diſobeyed and diſho- 
"ut F noured when he ſceth men do more than he 
he | hath commanded, as when they doleſſe. Nay 
us | wedonot find that the flames of his wrath have 
in | broken forth with greater fury upon any than 
th | Innovators,or thoſe that have brought into his 
it, | Houſe and Worſhip ſuch things as he did not 
nd appoint, How memorably was his hand upon 
e- | Nadaband Abibs? The relation ſaith, they 


e- | took either of them bis Cenſer, and put fire there- n - ogy 
th in, and Incenſe thereon, and offered ſtrange fire *' 

ot | before the Lord, which he commanded them not ; 

th and there went out fire from before the Lord, and 

& devoured them, and they dyed befare the Lord, 

th Here we have two things conſiderable ; their 

er | fin and their puniſhment. Their fin conſiſted 

ed | in this, that in their ſacrificing they uſed ſuch 

&- fire as God had not commanded, God left 

"ny | not the choice of fire any more than other 

d, | things to them, but appointed ir himſelf; and 

ie | they ſhould have kept to his appointmznt, but 

e- F theydeclined from it, leftir, and ſo ſinned. 

he In Religious matters, and eſpecially in the 

a Worſhip of God, it's not only finfull to go 

m | contra Statutum, but to 25 ſupra Statutum, Oc Vid Am's 
'e | toſpeakhome in thecaſe, in Reſigioas mat- 5:Y.Encr 
T: "F ters {1+ P19) 
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eþ heſe things which ye behold, the dayes mill come 


ters ating ſupra Starutum 18 all one with at. 
ing contra Statutum, Therein God's not re- 
quiting is equivalent to forbidding ; and do- 
ing more than he commandeth, to do doing 
contrary to it, Then, as we have their fin, ſo 
we have their puniſhment, and that is very re- 
markable ; there went out @ fire from the Lord 
and devoured them, and they dyed before the Lord, 
Though they were the ſons of Aaron, and men 
of renown, yet God was ſo'provoked with-this 
offence, that he ſlew them before him, and 
that both ſuddenly and dreadfully : Swddenly, 
for he gave them not ſo much as the leaſt time 
of repentance, but deſtroyed them immediat- 
ly, even as they Rood before the Altar, Dread- 
fully, for he did it by fire, the moſt furious and 
tercible of all the elements. Formerly it came 
in mercy, now in judgment, Formetly it de- 
voured the Sacrifices, now the Sacrificers, We 
ſee then, when men bring their own Inventi- 
ons into the Worſhip of God, they ate ſo far 
from having the Sacrifices they offer accepted, 
that they do no leſs than expoſe themſelves ta 
the danger of becoming a Sacrifice to Juſtice, 
A further inſtance we have in the Temple at 
Jeruſalens in the dayes of the New Teſtament, 
When our Saviour had by his Death aboliſhed 
the Ceremonial Law, and appointed it to be 
laid aſide,and the Fews would notwithſtanding 
keep it up, God was ſo incenſed againſt them, 
that he takes that ately Temple, ſets it on 
a flame, and burns it to aſhes ; thereby ac- 
compliſhing his own Sons Prophecy, As for 


17 
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| being taught by bis Spirit, obſerves in their Tem- 


by” .) * 

in the which there ay A be left one ſtone upon 
another, that ſhall not be thrown down, For men 
either to ſet up Inventions of their own, or to 
keep up any Ordinances of God longer than 
the time for which they were deſigned,is PIO- Yir. Fab, 
voking and dangerous. Platarch tells of Man- p.179. 
lixs Torquatns, that though his Son fought walg. 87460 
antly,' yet becauſe he exceeded bus Commiſſion, he 
firuck off his bead, In like manner, thoſe who 
in the Worſhip and Service of God exceed his 
Commands, may upon good grounds fear the 
breaking forth of his wrath upon them, as the 
juſt recompenſe of their preluniption. God 
hath appointed his Word for the Rule of our 
ſervice, and he will not have us turn either to 
the right hand or to the left, either to do more 
or to do leſs than it commands, but to keep to it 
without any defleCtion whatſoever. 

Q«. 8. Whether is it likely that God would 
utterly aboliſh and remove ſuch Ceremonies 
as were of his own Inſtitution, to make way » 
for ſuch as are of men? This Bacey urges againſt 
the Papiſts, If God ( ſaith he ) approve not of ;, oh.4. 
thoſe Ceremonies which the Patriarchs long ago, 23. 


ples on Mount Garizim, or elje-where,nor of thoſe 

which afterwards he delivered ly Moſes, how 

much leſs will be approve of thoſe which men have 

ſince invented, without the 4irettion of hus Spirit, 

tothe irreparable lof of the F 1,3 and the lil erty 

purchaſed by Chriji ? Tais likewiſe Dr, 

Whutaker wees io Fellirm, What ( \aith he ) T.2.Cont. 

were the Old Figures tuken away tht there might #47 © 

be room for new ones ? Were th:{c that were Di- P77 _ 
VIKE 


- (26) 
vine takgn away, that ſuch as are Humane might 
a ſucceed them ? And this likewiſe Ameſizs urges 
t.2,p.251 10 bit. God ( ſaith he ) rock awayhu own (*e- 
remonies of the Old Teſtament, which were as 
teaching Images, not that he might makg way for 
humane hwages , but for ſpirunal Worſhip and 
Teaching. Nay, the reaſon of this confidera- 
tion is {0 manifeſt and certain, that ſome of 
our Adverſaries skilfullet Advocates do ac- 
knowledge. it, nay improve it themſelves a- 
gainſt a Ceremonious: Adminiſtration, He 
( ſaith one of them ) that came to taks away the 
Mr..Stil- inſupportable yoak of Jewiſh Ceremonies, certainly 
lingf. did never ixend to gall the necks of bis Diſciples 
"5g ref: with another inſtead of it, Either men are fit to 
inſtitute Ceremonies, or not ; if they are, why 
did not God leave it to them 1n the time of the 
Old Teſtament? if they are not, how can we 
think he would leave it to them in the time of 
the New ? Doubtleſs his care of his Church is 
as great now as it Was then, and therefore if he 
would have been worſhipped in the uſe of Ce- 
remonies, as before-time he was, he would ei- 
ther have kept up the Old ones, or elſe have 
inſtituted New ones himſelf, without leaving 
it totheprudence of men, which he knows is 
attended with ſo much folly and vanity. 

Bs. 9, Whether do you think that the Ce- 
remonies/under diſpute, are at the beſt in 
themſelves any more than things indifferent ? 
The Convocation-Houſe it ſelf challenges no 
more to them ; and therefore ſpeaking in one 

Can, 35, Of their Canons of the Sign of the Croſs, they 
repreſent it as eſtabliſhed upon Rules of Dottrine 


Cole 


(27) 

poncerneng things indefferent, Though with Bel. T. 3. de 
larmne they hold them neceſſary in reſpe& of EJ-Sac 
obſervation When they are injoyned, yee they , "4a 
confeſs, that in themſelves they are indifferent, © 
and that therefore it ts in the power of Authority 
githgy.to continue gr remove them, impoſe or leave 
thenFoee, 4s they ſhell think_meet, 

Q, 10, Whether if the Ceremonies are indif- 
ferent in their nature, they ſhould not be ſo in 
their uſe? Things indifferent are ſuch things 
as are neither commanded nor forbidden, and 
upon that account are neither virtuous nor fin- 
ful, If therefore the Ceremonies are of this 
nature, Whether ſhould not our Adverſaries 
leave it to their Brethren to clofe with them 
or refuſe them,as they (hall think fit? Whether 
ſhould they cenſure them any more for omit- 
ting them, then they do them for bifing them ? 
Th: Scripture ſaith no. Let not bims (ſaith Paxl) Rom.14, z 
that eateth deſpiſe him that eateth not, Again, 
why ( ſaith he ) « my liberty judged of another | ©7-10- 
mans Conſcience ? In all matters of indiffer- ge 
ency we ſhould certainly exerciſe autual in- 
dulgence one toward another, withottmaking 
any difturbance or raifing any firife abour 
them. Biſhop Jewel! ſhews out of Cyprian, and 
Mr. Parker out of Auguſt. Jerom. Gregory, that Repl.art. 
it ſhould be thus, And Grotine ſaith, That in |2; 017" 
every Church thoſe are to be tollerated, that differ Croſs 
about things not ſimply neceſſary. And our firſt part 2. e, 
Reformers (as all know ) did in many things 7-/*#-23. 
comply with and yeeld to the Papiſts for the $:2"* , 
winning of them, And if they complyed with Z#oland. 
and yeclded to them for the winning of them, p. 50. & 
whe ſim. 


28) 

whether may not Bis... f PA that our 
Adverſaries, in theſe things of 1ndiff:rency 
ſhould comply with andyeeld to theirBrethren 
who in all Fundamentals at leaſt, agree with 
them, for the winning of them ? If the Cere- 
monies are neceflary, wherefore do thay ſay 
they are indifferent ? If they are indifferent, 
wherefore do they urge them as neceſſary ? 
God would have neceſlary things to remain ne- 
ceſſary, and indifferent things to remain in- 
different, And it is not in the power of any hu- 
mane Authority whatſoever to alter either the 
one or the other; either to make neceſſary 
things indifferent, or indifferent things neceſ- 
ſary ; but when they have done all that they 
can, neceſlary things will be neceflary, and in- 
different things will be indifferent. We believe 
ly ye ( ſay the Divines of Baſil ) that as no man may 
1, 297: command where Chriſt hath not commanded , ſo 

no man may forbid where Chriſt hath not forbid- 
T.3. l.1s den, And Chamier,ſpeaking in the name of the 


<8./-6. Proteſtant Churches, concerning the Authori- - 


OG ty of the Church, ſaith, We deny that ſhe can 
change the nature of things; that thoſe which were 
1n themſelves indifferent, ſhould become neceſſary, 
And thus I might without troubling you any 
further, have diſmiſſed this Querie ; but find- 
ing that the learned Author whom I mention- 
ed before hath lately delivered ſomewhat con- 
trary to that which I have here maintained, I 

Mr Sti- ſhall make a little ſtay to conſider it, and in-' 

One) * ,, Quire into the truth of it, He affirms, That law- 

ſe8.g,p. ful eAnthyrity may command any thing that may 

5% be lawfully done, But this I conceive 3 = 

ound, 
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ſound, For, 1, To ſay nothing of whatTI 
have already urged, the Magiſtrate muſt not 
only ſee that what he commands be lawful ; 
that is to ſay,not finful,but that it be good, ex. 

dient and profitabe ; and that for this reaſon, 
ar the end for which God hath ſet him on 
high above his brethren, and inveſted him with 
ſupereminent power, is, That be may le bis Mi- 


niſter to us for goed, He hath not any pou but Rom. 1g. 
at 


what he hath trom God, and he hath not any * 
ower from God but what is for our good. 
here is not any Ordinance God hath inftitu- 

ted, any Officers he hath appointed, or any 

power that he hath given, but it is for our good. 

The Apoſtles were men of extraordinary power, 


yet for all that, they had not any but what was '& _ * 
for the Churches edification ; neither wight they 7, og 
teach, require, or do any thing but what tended 13. 10, 
tozr, And the like may be 1aid of all other Of- 2Cor.14; 


ficers, whether Ecclehaſtical or Civil, ordina- **: 
ry or extraordinary. The end of their powet 
is the common good, and they may not do any 
thing but what is both confiſtent therewith, and 
leads thereunto, If therefore the Magiſtrate 
will anſwer the end of his power, which by all 
means he is to endeavour, he muſt ſee that 
whatever he commands or does, have a real 
and proper tendency if) it to the good of thoſe 
over whom he ruleth, Now the commanding 
of unneceſary things, not tending unto the 
the common gcod ( for if it cid they were not 
unneceſlary ) and conſequently not an{wering 
the end of his power, he may not do it. 
2, There are' mary thirgs that Gee hath ſo 

far 


.. Ss 
far committed to us,and ſerled upon us,that he 
hath left them wholly at our own diſpoſal, to 
be uſed freely, and as common diſcretion ſhall 
prompt us,for the good of our ſelves and others; 

ſo that though we may lawfully of our own ac- 
cord retain ot let thetn go, do them or omit 
them, yet Authority thay not lawfully con- 
Arain tiseither to the one or the other without 
15am, manifeſt abtideing of our Liberty. Jonathan 
18.44 might lawfully frip himſelf of the Robe that was 
upon bim and give it to David, with his graments, 
even to his Sword, his Bow, and bis Girdle ; and 
Neh. 5. Nehethiab tnight lawfully refuſe to take Bread, 
I5, Wine, und Money from the People; and Za- 
Luke chew might lawfully give half of his goods to the 
19.8; poor; yet might not Authority have lawſully in- 
joyned them to do it. Our reverend Fathers 

1 Cor. 4, ay with Paul lawfully laboxr with therr hands, 
12, forbeat taking of wages, and eating of fleſh, with 
11,15, any orhet rhings that Iconld name, and yet 
8. 8. if Aitthority ſhould command them to do it, I 
believe they would not well reſent it. Every 
man may lawfully wear a Baff Coat ; and yet if 
Authority ſhould enjoyn all to do it, perhaps 

ſome that pretend greateſt reſpe& and Loyalty 

would count it but hard meaſure. And if they 
Vel.2.1.8. ſhould, they would yet have Zanchiny to ſe- 
epff 11. cond them, For he,ſpeaking to Queen Eliza- 
*245* beth, in that oolden Epiftle which he wrote to 
her againſt the Ceremonies, ſaith, What if your 

Majeſty ſhould command all Engliſh Men that lea- 

ving their ancient grave, and comely attire, they 

ſhould wear Turkiſh Coates or Souldiers habit, 

Who wonld tver count ſuch a Decree juſt > And 

T7; 


(31) 
it is much leſs praiſe-worthy that godly Puſtert 


ſhould be enjoyned to lay aſide or change the howft 


and ancient Apparel which the Apoſtles wore, viz. 
the common grave Habit, and put on the ridicu- 
lous and execrable Garmints of Maſs-Priefts, 


Much more might be (aid to this particular, but 5** 5% 


I ſhall perhaps have occafion to ſpeak further 


Caſe han- 
led by 


of it hereafter, and therefore ſhall at preſent the reve- 


Fotbear,and go on with what I was about to pro- 
und, 


rend and 
learned 


Qs. 11, Whether, if the Ceremonies are Diſp.af 


indifferent in their Nature and ought to a+ 4 
ſo in their Uſe, ſhould not our Adverſaries G9v*7n- 


complie and bear with the Conſciences ** 


of their weak Brethren , ſince they neither 
negleRt the uſe of due means for ſatisfying 
them, nor carry themſelves contemptuouſly 
towards the Authority that injoyns them ? The 
Scripture is plain that they ſhould. Such was 
the condeſcention and compaſſion of Chriſt to. 
mrds his Diſciples, that he was ready upon 
all occaſions to comply ,with the Infirmities 


both of their ſouls and bodies. He uſed not ri- Gen, 33- 


oor and ſeverity, but like Facob, he led on ſoftly 14. 


a they were able to endure, He ſpoke the Word Mar. 4-33 


to them 4s they were able to bear it, And when 
the Scribes and Phariſees came to him, and ac- 
cuſed them for tranſgrefling the Traditi- 
ons of the Elders, in not waſhing bands Lefore 
meat ; he finds no fault with them, but with 
thoſe that accuſed them, And in like manner, 
when the Diſciples ob Joh» came to him and 
complained of them,that they faſted net;and the 
Phariſees, that they plucked the ears of corn = 
the 


Mat-15.3 


9. 15s 
IZ, 3; 


| (32) 
the Sabbath day, he do's not only bear with 
them, but excuſe for them, And as he carried 
it thus gently towards his Diſciples, ſo they 
carried it gently one towards another, The 
Council at Feruſalem would not burden their 
brethren with any other, then neceſſary things, 
| And (ſaith Pax!) We that are firong ought to bea 
_ '5* the infirmities of the weak,, and nat to pleaſe our 
REO ſelves. Let every ont of wa pleaſe his neighlo 
for his good to edification ; for even Chriſt pleaſed 
not bimſelf, &c, And this ſpirit of Chriſtian 
tenderneſs that wrought thus in the hearts 
of the Apoſttes, wrought alſo in the eminent 
Paſtors of the Church in afterages. Though 
they were for the obſervation of ſome Cere- 
monies, yet (as Mr. Parkerproves by various 
inſtances) they would not have them prefled 
upon any, any further than they were willing 
of the to cloſe with them, And ſuch is the ingenuity 
Croſs part of Bellarm. that whereas the Church of Rowe 
ay > 1 impoſes faſting on all, he interprets the Canoa 
— ſo favourably , that he exempts Children, the 
2.c.5 ſe Aged,Sick and all ſuch who are not able to beat 
10f-17- jt, And ſuch was the boldneſs of Andrew Friſs. 
Tom-1:** wr, that though he were a Papiſt, yer be ſticks 
tif 1.4 c. not to expoſtulate with the Pope himſelf about 
18:p:339. this buſineſs, If ( ſaith he) ut Le indifferent, 
De Eccl. wherefore may ut not le lawful to thoſe that will 
_—— to uſe both ? For thu tu the nature of things 1nt- 
«paul. different, that the uſe of them ſhould neither profit 
4.f01.542. nor prejudice any, Nay berein we have the ſuf- 
Of o_ frage of ſome of our Agvelrſaries chief friends, 
— Dr. Bilſon (after Biſhop of Wincheſter) ſpeaking 
1.p.456, Of the powzr of the Magiltrate, ſaith, Pe = 
” 


ARs 15, 
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not For things indifferent trouble the weak, minds of 
our Britbren. And Dr. Pilkington ( 


who was af- Ezift. ad 


rer Biſhop of Durban» ) ſaith, that che ſtrict Comir. 


impoſing of things indifferent among#t ua deſtroyes 


Leiceſtr. 


Chriſtian Liberty, for that liberty turned into 
neceſſity us liberty no longer, It appears then, if 
we may either heed Chriſt, of his Apoſtles, or 


the Ancients, or the Papilts, or our Adverſa- 
ries own friends, that we ſhould in matters 


of leſs moment , ſuch as things indifferent, 
exerciſe forbearance and tenderneſs towards 


each other: As the weak muſt not envy the 


ſtrong, ſo neither muſt the Rrong deſpiie or 


trouble the weak, but leave them to enjoy the 
pnviledge proper to their ſtate. They mult do 


4ll they can to <dihe and further them, but no- 


thing whereby they may diſcourage: or hindet 
them, leſt they occaſion their fall, and ſo be- 
come acceſlary to their ruine. 

- Qs.12, Whether, if the Ceremonies are 
but things indifferent, and ought to be uſed as 


ſuch; ſhould not our Adverlaties prefer the 


peace of the Church before them? 


If they 


ſhould, then whether do they well tourge chem 
to the begetting ſuch lamentable Animolities 
and Divihons amongſt us? Though they pre- 
tend they impoſe them in order unto Unity, 
yet Experience teacheth, and they cannor but 
know it,that the impoſing of ſuch matters hath 
ever proved the certain means of Rents and 


Divicons. 


When the Scribes and Phariſees 


wold be urging the waſhing of hands upon the 

Diſciples, what did it produce but parties and 

complaints ? And when the falſe Apoliles af- 
D 


rerwards 


- 


Mat.15.7 


(34) - 

AZ.15.2.terwards urged Circometforthar was the iſſue 

| of it but rife and contention? And when 

_— Vier in ſucceeding Ages would have all to 

Ls. A celebrate Eafter at the ſatne time, what did it 

25. cr. lefle than ſet all Chriſtendom on a flame ? And 

Slerdan. when Charles the 5th publiſhed the /zterim, ic 

gg did not only make the contention hotrer be= 

'3"9* ewixt the Papiſts and the Proteſtants, but alſo 

amovgt the Proteſtants themſelves, ſetting eve- 

ry mans ſword againſt bs fellow, And when As. 

Sir Hen, g%#ſtine the Monck would reduce the Biſhops 

Spelman. of Brittain to the Weſtern mode, what came of 

wr Et; but the Martyrdom of eleven bundred pious 

 _ and painful Moncks at Bangor, who withitood 

him in his impoſitions ? And ſo he (as a learn 

ed Author deſcants upon him) who was termed 

Gregoru Vicarins became Gregis Sicarinm ; and 

he who was ſent to be Eccleſre furnre Anglics- 

— To. Comverſer, proved to be Preſentis Brittanice 

not. in © Everſor, And what work the urging of the Ce- 

Bedam, remonies of latter times hath made amongſt 

Pe 115. us, all Ewrope is witneſs, How many Perſons, 

Families, Congregations hath it ruin'd and 

undone? what a world of Variance hath it 

made amongſt Brethren, who afore-time lived 

in peace and love together,that now can ſcarce 

endure the company or fight of each other ? 

How hath itfilled the hearts of men with jea- 

loufes, the Preſſes with Controverſies, and 

Tm + o TE Pulpirs with InveRtives ? Bellarmine uſeth 
om? - 

EF. Sac. this a8 an argument to prove that the Ceremvo. 

1.2.c.31, nies are not of free obſervation , that they have 

P- 5%. ſucceſſively begat moſt grievous diſſentions, Now 

were it not a thouſand times better that ſuch 

fooleries 


ll 


"of 


\ (35) 
fooleries 28 theſe, unworthy of the defence or 
approbation of any wiſe men,were for eyer ba 
niſhed from among us,. and never while the 
World ſtands heard of more, than that they 
ſhould make ſuch uncomfortable diſcords in 


the Church of Chrift > Platarch tells of Vale. Vit Pubs 
ris the Conſul that when he had built a ſum. ?-*37 


ptuous and ſtately Houſe, and the People were 
diſpleaſed with ir, be without any more ado 

ets a company of workmen together, and cau- 
i thews to pull it down, and rax# it to the very 

round, And did an Heathen do this, and yet 
will Chriſtian Biſhops (that wear long white 
Robes to proclaim their innocency& holineſs) 
keep up a company of b:2garly Ceremonies, 
when oy ſee them offend cheir Brechren, and 
beget ſuch ſad and unhappy differences where- 


ever they are impoſed > Would they follow T.6-cont; 
eAuguf#, ( whom they uſe to ſpeak of under —_ 
the nitles both of Saxr, and Biſhop) they might j.,0.c.214 
tearn better : Thoſe rhings (ſaith he) which are fol. 81, 


z0t neceſſary, though. i» ſome ſort goed, are yet oft 
ts be taken away, or altogether removed, for the 
evils that do thence ariſe. And are the Cere- 
monies any more than not neceſlary, that is, 
indifferent ? or, to go to the utmoſt, are they 
any more than in ſome fort good ? And do not 
many and great evils ariſe from them > Why 
then, according to the dodtrine of this judi- 
cious Father, are they not taken away and a- 


p_ ? It were ſure better to bring them 4s .194 
for 


, and (as the Exorcifts ſerv'd their Conju- *** 
mug Books) make one common flame of them, 
rather than they ſhould make ſo many combu-+ 

o D 2 ions 
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ions. and flames, in ſuch peaceable and flou= 
xi(hing Kingdoms. C : 
Qs, x3. Whether, if the Ceremonies -are 
but things indifferent, and ought to be uſed as 
ſuch, they ought not to prefer the preaching of 
the Word, the Power of God to mans Salvation, 
before them? If ſo,then whether do you think 
they do well in ejeRing and filencing their 
Brethren, and not iuffering them to fw/ful their 
Miniſtry becauſe they refuſe to cloſe with 
them? Is it not a ſad thing to ſee multitudes 
of Church doors ſhut up, the people ſcattered 
like Shrep without a Shepherd, and periſhing for 
lack, of knowledge, and all for the ſake of two 
or three things accounted indifferent,that may 
either be uſed or not uſed, - done-or not done ? 
Is it not a ſad thing that theſe men who look 
upon themſelves as the only ſound. Chriſtians, 
and pretend ſo much-reſpeR to Chriſt and bis 
Intereſt, ſhould rather chooſe to ſee hig Work 
and Rlill, his Kingdom decreaſe, and thou- 
ſands of ſouls go to Hell,than wave the urging 
of a few frivolous Ceremonies that periſh with 
the uſing? Morals ſhonld-nort give place' to 
Ceremonials, but Ceremonials to Morals, 
They ſhould not throw out the Word to bring 
in the Ceremonies, but zather throw out the 
Ceremonies to keep in the Word, And if our 
Saviour thought the Scribes and Phariſees wor- 
Mat 2:3 thy of 2 Wo for paying tithe of Mint and Amiſe, | 
23. and Cumin, and omitting the meightier matters 
of the Law, ſuch as Fudgment, Mercy and Faith; 
what will he think thoſe worthy of, that prefer 
2 company of mger baubles, unworthy of- any 
thing 
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rrbipg bur diſdain from grave and ſober Chri- 


ſtians, before the preaching of the Word, and 
in it not only Fadgment,. Mercy and Faith, but 
alt gtaces and duties whatſoever ? It may be 
they will ſay, they have a Law that things 
ſhall be ſo ordered, Admit they have, had not 
«they an harid in procuring, nay in making it? 
Or if they had not, (which yet ſurely no body 
is ſo ignorant as not to know) may not they 
\(if they pleaſe) obtain the reverſing of it ? or 
if they cannot, yet ſhould they not.forbear the 
'obſerving of it, when it comes in competition 


with a Law of an higher nature ? David and 25.50 


thoſe that were wich him, bad a Law againRs. 
the eating of the Shew-bread, yet when it came 
in compenition with the preſervation of life, 
they adventured to a&t againſt-it, - and were 


blameleſs. Our Savinr allo had a Law for the 
KriR obſervation of the Sabbath day, yet when y,,, 2.3 


it came in competition with greater, ſuch as 
thoſe that concerned the propagation of the 
Goſpel, and the neceſlary refreſhment of his 
D:ſoples, who had attended him from place to 
place, to the neglect of their bodily ſuſtenance, 
he urgeth it not, but juſtifies them in the non- 
obſervance of it- Nay, he did not only make 
that Law to give place to the preaching of the 
Goſpel, and the neceſlary refreſhment of his 


Diſciples, but the helping of an Ox or an eAſs Lub.14-5 


out of the ditch, Now did he thus make a Di- 
vins Law to give place to the neceſſities of a 
few of his S:rvants bodies, nay to the neceſſi- 
ties of an Ox of an Aſs; and ſhould not our 
Adverſaties then, that argue fiom hu faſting of 

'D 1 fourty 


. LI p 1 : 


33) | 
fourty daye: For the obſervation of Lent,make a 
humanLaw give way to the neceſſities of thou- 
ſands of ſouts ? Mr. Spriat labours from ſuch 
Caſſand, places as theſe to prove, that though the Qexe- 
Arglican monies are inconvenient, & not 2s they-ſhould 
p-26 be, yet in caſe of deprivation we may conforin 
to them. But though what.he alledgeth { as 
I ſhall ſhew hereafcer) do not hold againſt us, 
yet it doth againſt them. Though we may »& 


do evil that good may rome of it, yet they ma 
forbear evil that good may come of 1t. Though 
we may not uſe the Ceremonies that: 
we may gain libercy to preach the-Word, yet 
. they may wave the impoſing of them, to Jet us 
have liberty to do it** - 
Qs. 13. Whether ſhould they not in all 
their Conititurionus, Obſervances and. Impo- 
ſitions,”take care that they avoid ſcandal and 
offence  Chuſe what thoughts they may bave 
of it, Chrift makes abaſineſs of it, and ſuch a 
Mat, s, buhine(s that he adviſeth'usrather to plnckavt | dii 
29. a right eye; or cut off a right band, than fuffer | or 
thens to offend, Nay, he declares rhavie were {| hi 
better for a man to endure the greateſt tempo» {| or 
ral puniſhment and ſo eſcape, than offendany {| gi 
of his Servants : Whoſe ſhall offend (faith he) oze | er 
Mat.18.69f theſe little ones, which believe 11 me, it were | da 
better for him that a milſtone were hanged about || fr 
bis neck, and that he were drowned in the depth } is 
of the Sea. If it be ſuch a dangerous thing ro | m 
offend one, what is it to, offend many? And | cy 
if it be ſuch a dangerous thing to cffend ſach | on 
as are” of lictle tarure in godlineſs, whatis it | fo 
to offend ſuch as are of great? But togo'on, | x18 
Part 
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ts : _ ; - {a ( 29 ) . F hy 
Pak likewiſe makes a buineſs of it. Give nove, ©, 


Gentiles, nor to the Church of God, Should we 
occaſion our brothers fall, God may juſtly ſuf- 
'Fer him #0 dye 5» bis iniquity, and after require 
bis blood at our hands. 
Qs, 1x5, Whether notwithſtanding this, 
are not our Adverſaries in their rigorous urg- 
ing of the Ceremonies, guilty of groſs and ap- 
patent ſcandal ? Thar you may the better un- 
derſtand this, note that cbere is a three-fold- 
ſcandal ; ſuch asis meetly at:ve, that is, given 
and not taken : or ſuch as is meerly paſſive, that 
is, taken but not given : or ſuch as is both ative 
and paſſive, that is, both raken and given, A 
man doth aRively-ſcandalize his Brother, ei- 
ther by, becomming a ftumbling-block to him, 
and dccafioning his fall ; and ſo Balak ſcanda- 


erificed unto HKols, and commit Fornication ; or by 
diſpleafing or grieving him,through ſome aRi- 
ons which he perhaps takes to bs lawful, bur 
his Brother takes to be otherwiſe, and thereup- 
on is troubled, thinking he offends God and 
diſhonours him,and doth not make that conſci- 
ence of his wayes he ſhould ; and ſo Peter ſcan- 
dalized our Saviour, when he diſwaded him 


is very injurious to his brother ; for by the for. *3 
mer he attempts the raviſhing of his innocen- 
cy, and by the latter, his comfort. Now ate not 
our -Adverſaries guilty of both theſe ? of the 
former they are guilty, by hardning and incou- 
raging Papyfts in their way whereas they ſhould 

D 4 rather 
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ſaith he ) #e:ther to the Fews, nor tothe 10. 32, 


lized Iſrael, in tempting them to ear chings ſa- Rev.2-ig 


from going up to Fernſalem, In both theſe a man Mat, 26. 


. T 40 VY 
rather labour to ——_ and reduce-them; by 
ſugg:ling to the Magiſttate the merty of the 
Ceremonies,and moving.him. to make Laws to 
conſtrain ſuch as ſtand out to ſubmit to-them. ; 
by creating in the People g-conceit of excel- 
lency and uſefulneſs in them, and perſwadin 
them to cloſe with them; and by telling both 
the one and the other, that thoſe-who refuſe ta 
comply with them in theuſe of them, are proud 
factious, diſloyal,and the like, lahouring there= 
by to jncenſe them again them, and ir them 
yp to perſecute them, And of the latter they 
are guilty, by vexing and grieyiog their bre- 
thren with theſe their ſinful practiſes, whereby 
they hinder them of that joy and comfort that 
otherwiſe they might have;, #hat ſhould I ſay 


ck ad ( aith Zanchins ) of the conſciences of private 


lievers ? It 15 manifeſt that they are greatly 
- troubled with this Commandment, about putting 
on theſe linnen garments, For they do ſo greatly 
complain,that their lamenting voices and groans do 
reach unto, and are heard iy Germany, Now bow 
grievous, and diſtaſiful an offence it 1s to trouble 
the conſciences of the Godly, the holy Scripture | 
ſheweth, &c. Nay Mr. Sprint ſaith, It way be 
granted, that offence and hinderance to edification 
doth ariſe from the Ceremonies, And who, ſetting 
out thoie whom the God of this world hath been 
dealing with, are ſo blind as not to ſee it ? To 
pr-tend it 18 -offence taken and not given (ag 
our Adverſaries do} is a ſhift too groſs to take 
place in a day of ſuch light, When they have 
proved that the Ceremonies are lawful, and 
that they do lawfully impoſe them, then they 
Y 4 # * may 


by 
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may with-forne ſhew of Reaſon make fuch a 
nce, but till they have done that, they 

ſhould forbear. Bur ſuppoſe it were offence 

taken, not given , yet would not that clear 

them, becauſe they are the occaſion of taking 

it, It is not only required that we do not i»- 

zentionally ox direAly give. offence to our bre- 

thren, but likewiſe that we do not ſo much as 

adminiſter an occaſion whereby they may take 

it, unleſs it be in the neceſſary diſcharge of 

our duty, and then indeed it is not culpable 

to us but to them. What do our Adverſaries 

think of the high Places, Gideons Ephad, the g,,q.. 

Brazen Serpent, the eating of Fleſh before a weak 24. 


Þrotber ? Was the offence in theſe things given Judg. 8. 


or taken 2 which of them all was not in it ſelf n, 
lawful # nay which of them all might not have ,g; _ 
deen very uſeful? Yert- the holy Ghoſt when r Cor. 8. 
they came to be occaſions of tumbling would 13. 
have them layd ade, If we will walk evenly and 

void offence,we muſt not only ſhun that which 

is evil,but that wch hath ſo much as an appear- 


ance, or (hew of 1t;as not only Polanus and ſuch Syntag.1, 


| like Proteſtant Writers, but «Aquinas, Cajetan, ©: ©3-P- 


Barnes, Spalatenſis and other Papiſts teach. And = _ 
whether the Ceremonies before us have not in 4.art ,, ” 
them ſo much as an appearance or (hew of evil, Comm. 
you may hear anon. But they go on, and ſay, |" - i- 
That in urging the Cerensonier,as they neither de- | 7, wer 
fire nor intend any offence, ſo they render a reaſon part 1.1 : 
of the lawfulneſs of what they do for the prevent. c-11.n.18, 
mg it, They appoint Miniſters to ſhew the ?* 739: 
ivcention of rhe Church, and declare the true 

ſenſe and meaning of them, Avrſ. 1. Juſt thus 
i, . R X the 


che | 
EA *, . 


Fid the of Saxony and Lipfis reaſoned: 
Schluſs. They would bave Corpus Chriſti day obſerved; 
catal- ,.but withal, to ſalve-the buſineſs, they would. 
13.p.509.have a Sermon fo teach the People their meaning. 
init, 2, The greater pare of Minifters un- 
derftand not the meaning of the Ceremonies, 
themſelves. 3. Though they did; they have 
ſure weightier matrers to infift on, which all 
their time is lictle enongh for. © 4. It's better 
” co fill. the Pic (as God commands) than (et one 
= ” " "to warn paſſengers from falling into it. Itis 
cone. Dur far eafier to throw offenſive things out of the 
1.5.9.138 Church, than keep them from doing hurt if re-" 
- tained. But5.-to let paſs theſe things, as al- 
ſo the inſtances 1 mentioned before { though- 
abundantly ſufficient to repel this pretence ) 
might not our Saviour have alledged this to 
Mat, 19. ave excuſed his not paing of Tribute, or Þ 
27.  hisreceiving of Wages, When the former might! 
1C0r.9,12 have withheld the one, andthe latter have ta-' 
ken the other 2 No doubt they might, and that 
with far more reaſon than our Adverſaries may 
do it in the behalf of the Ceremonies, and yet: 
they would not uſe any ſuch ſhifr, but readily 
recede from their own right, and deny them. 
ſelves, rather than they would occalion that 
prejudice to the Goſpel that otherwiſe would 
have enſued. But notwithſtanding the caſe be 
thus plain, in Read of acknowledzing them- 
ſelves guilty of ſcandal, and laying down the 
Ceremonies, the inftruments of it, they re- 
tort the charge upon us, telling us, That by our 
ſtanding out againit the Ceremonies, we diſobey 
and offend Authority, whom we ſhould by all _— 
labonr 


| 


Ex.21.33 
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/ db to place.” ly wy is of ſmall weight ; 
{For x, If Authority be offended, we may at 
I leaſt in part thank them for it,' who in Read of 
ng} acquainting them with our innocency, and en= 

deavouring to pacifie them, do inform and ex- 
I aſperate them againſt us. 2: We muſt remem- 
that (as I intimated before) there is a 
double aRive ſcandal; thiere is ſuch a one © 
whereby we occafion our brothers fin, and ſuch 
#/one. whereby we. occaſion bis diſpleaſure. 
Now if weave two wayes before us, one of 
which we muſt- neceſſarily take, and the one 
'& will occafion (out brothers fin, and the other 
'F his diſpleaſure, we muſt venture upon the lat- 
F ter, as being a leſſer evil, rather than the for- 


Y JF mer;; * We: nit pleaſe bin to bis edification, wot p, 


diftruttion. To: apply this to the preſent caſe 

if we make uſe of the Ceremonies, we cccaig 
& our brothers fin by drawing ſome to a liking of. 
a-& them, and confirming others in their over high 
at efteem of them.If we do not tnake uſe of them, 
ay} we diſpleaſe Authority, In this Rrait what 
et muſt we do?. Why of wo evils we muſt take 
ily Þ the leſs ; and whether the occafioning of the 
n-.{ fin of the one, or the diſpleaſure of the other 
at'Þ be the greater fin, let 'the indifferent judge. 
1d But 3. If Authority be offended at our ſtand. 
be F ing out, it is evidently offence taken, and not 
n- | given. We deny them not obedience in any 
he I thing but what is ſinful, and if they are offend- 
e- | ed becauſe we will not fin, we cannot help it, 
wr | We offend them herein no otherwiſe than 
ey | Moſes and Aaron did Pharaoh, in ſeeking of 


ns || liberty for 1ſrael to go and ſerve God in the Wil- Exod.s.t 


wr derneſs ; 


©” 34 
Dan.z.18 ues; or than Shadrach, Meſhach-and eMbedut 


6.10 and worſhip bus [mage ; or than Damel did Dar 
#, When according to his 'wonted manner 
prajed to bis God ; or than Peter and John did 
the High-Prieft and his Company »n preaching 
the Gojpel; or{to come nearer tothe point it 
Mat.13-2 hand) than the Diſciples did the Scribes and 
Phariſees when they would not comply wit 
them in waſhing of hands, However, that we 
may not ſeem 1n the leaſt ſedirious, or rebelliz 
ous towards Authority, we are- ready to ſubs 
mit to the penalty of the Law,: and endure 
what they ſhallthink meet for an offence 
this nature toinfli& upon us.' | 

Q«, 16, Whether do yowthink there is not 


ere 2., ſuch a thing 2s Chriſtian Liberty? The.Scrip. 


10,29, 

Gal.s: 13, almoſt every Common-pl:ce Book hath a chaps 
x Pet 2, ter or more- upon it, And wherein. doth this 
'6, Liberty confit? Itdoth not ohly confiſtin our 

freedom from the Carſe of the Moral Law, the 
Tom.1.de domnion of $in,'the Obligation of the Ceremonial 
La N and Fudicial Law, to Which Belkermine: would 
£19. - have it reſtrained, but likewiſe in our freedom 
338. from the Inventions, Traditions, and Impoſits= 
Whit. t-2 ons:of men; © This Proteſtant Writers do agree 


AF.4.19 


cnt.4-4-in:; but then it is queſtioned whether this Li- 


"eg berty do extend to udgment only, or. both to 


AmesBell Judgment and Praftice, The leamed Author, 
Ener: t:1 ghom I have before mentioned, will have .it 
Fn.:;1. 1 be founded upon the freedom of Judgment, 
lingfleet and not of PraRtice ; that is, he will have it to 
Tren: c 21 canfiſt ( as he himſelf explains it) in judging 
_— | thoſe 


godid Nebuchadnezz.ar, in refuling to fall dowy 


ture over and over again ſaith there is ; and 


rad (4) 
» thoſe things to be free which are ſe, But herein 


I conceive-he is no ſounder than in the fore- 
entioned Hypotheſis to which he would have 
Kt ſerviceable, For, 1, our being free from 


a any Commands whatſoever,doth not conſiſt in 
T our judging or eſteenſing our ſelves to be ſo, 


(that looks too like the Antinomiax Faith) bur 
in our being ſo indeed, But 2. admit he had 
ſaid that which I would think he intends, 
pamely, that. this Liberty conſiſts in a freedow 
of our Tudgements, and in that only ; ſo that 
though we are impoſed on as to the outward- 
man, yet whilſt that remains undiſturbed we 
may be ſaid to enjoy our whole Chriſtian Li- 


FF berty ; yet could not we cloſe with him. For 


it is evident that Chriſtian Liberty doth not 


-only confiſt in the freedom of the Judgment, 


ſo as that we are not either obliged or con- 
firained to aſſent to things indifferent as ne- 
cefſary,but likewiſe in our freedom of praftice, 
ſo that it is in our own power and choice to 
obſerve and uſe them or not. For, 1. if the 
Bondage of the ancient Church conſiſted not 
only in her being bound to aſſent to ſuch and 
ſuch Ordinances as good and neceflary, but 
alſo in her bzing frictly tyed to obſerve and 
pratiiſe them, then the Liberty Chriſt hath 


- purchaſed us therefrom, doth conſiſt not only 


in our being diſobliged from ſuch aſſext to 
thoſe Ordinances, but alſo in our being freed 
from the obſervation and prattiſe of them ; but 
the Bondage of the ancient Church confilted 
not only in her being bound to «ſent to ſuch 


and ſuch Ordinances as good and — 
at 


-os 


(46). 
but alſo (nay much more) in ber being Arial 
tyed to obſerve and prattiſe them; therefore th 
Liberty Chriſt hath purchaſed us therefrom 
doth not conſiſt only in our beivg diſobliged 
from ſuch aſſent to thoſe Ordinances, but alſc 
in our being freed from the obſervation 
aliſe of them. The conſequence muſt neec 
oranted ; for ſuch as is the extant of out 
Bondage, ſuch muſt needs be the extant of tha 
Liberty whereby we are freed from that Bon- 
dage. Iris the CD then that can onl 
be pretended to need proof ; and yet who is 
ſo unacquainted with Scripture, as not to kne 
that much, nay the greater part, of the ancier 
Churches bondage confiſted in external Obſer 
vaxnces, ſuch as Circumciſion, Oblations, Puri- 
fications and the like ? And of what force thi 
Argument is as to the Jewiſh Ordinances, the 
like it is of as to any Humane Ordinances 
about indifferent things : for it is not to be 
imagined, that Chriſt (ſhould purchaſe for us 
oreater liberty from thoſe Ordinances that 
once were of Divine inſtitution, and in theit 
ſeaſon ſo neceſſary and profitable, than from 
thoſe that never were inſtituted by him, nei- 
ther are any way neceſſary or profitable. 
2, That which the Holy Ghoſt even whilſt he 
1s explaining and bounding of Chriſtian Liber- 
ry, doth diſoblige and diſcharge us from, that 
weare to look upon as matter of Liberty, but 
even whiles he 1s explaining and bounding of 
Chriſtian Liberty, he doth diſoblige and diſ- 
charge us not only from afſenting to indifferent 
things as neceſſary, . but alio our obſervance of 
them, 
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them, and haven we- afe to look not only 

our now-ofſenting to them as things neceſ- 
"I ſary, but alſo. our obſervance of them, as 
s matcet of Liberty, The Major cannot be de- 


fl ſofar we are free indeed, And the Afnor is e- 
1.4 vident from the Decree of the Council of Fe- 
pu _ It ſeemed good ( ſay they ) tothe me 

3 and to 16, to lay pon you no preater burthen, 
i thas theſe geceſſory 4 ” 
you keep your ſelves, ye ſhall do well, It belongs 
to the Holy Ghoſt to determine what things 
we neceſiary, and what are not; and as he was 


| pleaſed to do it for the Churches of thoſe 
fr es in particular, ſo he hath done it for the 
173. Churches of all ſacceeding Ages in general, 
thi ling us, that -if we obſerve thoſe neceſſary 


rhings We ſhall de well, And therefore as for 0- 
ther macters, we are freed from them, and 
bound no further to obſerve them, then reaſons 
of dbrotherly love and peace in oder to the 
furtherance of the Goſpel, do perſwade and 
move us. 3. That which the Apcſtles in de- 
ary ence of Chriſtian Liberty abſtained from 
themſelves, and moved the People to whom 
is they preached and wrote, to do the like, cen- 
he | fering and condemning their aQtings otherwiſe 

as a breach of their Liberty, that we are to look 
upon as matter of Liberty ; but they abſtained 
we | 29 only from aſſenting to indifferent things as 
| - neceſſary, but alſo from the outward obſerva- 


= tion of them, and moved thoſe to whom they 
eu preached and wrote to do the like, cenſuring 


of | 22d condemning their aQting othesmiſe as 2 
breach 


from which if 


| nied ; for ſo far as the Spirit makes us free, 744.3. .6, 


Aﬀs 158. 


28, 29. 
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breach 6f their 'Liberry ; therefore we afe ts 
look not only upon dur #or-aſſentixg to indiffe- 
rent things as neceſſary; but alſs on the.oat- 
ward obſervatiowof them as marter of Liberty, 
The Majorsis good ; for as We muſt not think 
but that the Apoſtles undetſtood their own Li- 
berty,ſo neither muſt we think tliat they would 


abſtain from, or preſs others to abfſtaine from 


any thing but what was matter of Liberty. 
x Cor. 6, And the Myer is clear from ſeveraþplaces of 
ne. Scripture, which to prevent tediouſneſs I hall 
Col 7,2 only ſet down in the Margent, 4eaving you to 
2i, conſult them at your leiſure. 4. If Chriftian 
liberty lye only in the judgement, then we may 
not draw it forth into outward prafice; but we 
may draw it forth into outward prattice,” there- 
fore it lies not only in the'judgewvernt. The 
Conſequence is no other than ſound ; for we may 
not extend our Liberty beyond irs prefixed 
bounds, The truth of the Aſamption appears 
from the praRice of the Apoſtles, and the 
whole Chriſtian Church all along; and our own 
Church in particular, which doth not only ex- 
erciſe a liberty of judgement, but alſo a liberty 
of prattice, uſing ſome things; and dectining 0- 
 theis, as (he thinks fit, 5. If Chriſtian Liber- 
ty conſiſt only in freedom of Judgement, then 
though men urge upon us the obſervati- 
on of all the unneceſſary , frivolous , 
idle. Ceremonies that ever were uſed by 
Fewes, Heathens, Turks, Papiſts or any other 
People whatſoever, and upon cur refuſal 'to 
cloſe with them, bring upon us, the Inquifti- 
on, impriſon, torture, burn us, yet if inthe 
mean 


UMI 


( 49 
mean time they allow us the freedom of ouit 
Tudgements, they cannot be ſaid to hinder us 
of our Chriftiah Liberty ; but if men ſhould 
urge upon us ſuch a multicade of Ceremonies, 
and upon our refuſal to cloſe with them, exer- 
Ciſe the forementioned ſeverity, though in the 
mean time they allow us the freedom of our 
Judgements, they might be ſaid to hinder us of 
pur Chriſtian Liberty, therefore Chriſtian Li- 
berty doth not conſiſt only in freedom of Fudg- 
ment. The Conſequente is no other than what 
doth fairly offer ic ſelf, and therefore is not to 
be excepred againſt. And as for the Aſſumption, 
I prove it thus. If the urging us to worſhip 
God in a more troubleſom, barthenſom way 
than he hath been pleaſed to appoint, may be 
ſaid to be an hindering us of our Chriftian Li- 


begty : then to urge tpon us the obſervation of 


ſuch a multitude of Ceremoniegunay be ſaid to 
be an hindting us of our Chriſtian Liberty; bur 
to urge us to WorſhipGod in a ore troubleſom 
burdenſom way than he hath appointed, may be 
ſaid to be an hindring us of our Chiiſtian Li- 
berty, threfore to urge us to worſhip God in 
the obſervation of ſuch a multitude of Cere- 
monies,may be ſaid to be an hindring us of our 
Chriſtian Liberty, Here I ſee not what can-be 
denied ; and therefore I think. I have made 
200d what I undertook, namely, that Chriſtian 
Liberty doth not conſiſt only in freedom of 
i but alſo in the freedom of Prattice. 
ut this Authot goes ov, and ſaith, That what 
he aſſerts, namely, that Liberty doth lye in the 
freedom of Judgement; and nor in the freedom . 
of Prattice, and ſo is. conſiſtent with the re- 
Rrainp 


(50). 

ſraint of the exerciſe of it, appears both in 
the caſe of Scandal, , and in the ations of 
the Apoſtles and Primitive Chriſtians com- 
plying with the Fewes in matters of Liber- 

To this I anſwer briefly. There is a 
two-fold Liberty ; either, ſuch as 1s abſolute, 
ſo that it may be uſed at all times, andin all 
places ; or ſuch as is limited and bounded , ſo 
that it is not to be uſed at all times, or in all 
places, but only when it may be done to edifi- 
cation, It is not the former of theſe that in 
this place we pretend to, bur the latter, For 
though Chiiſt hath given us a Liberty in-indif- 
ferent things, yet he hath ſo limited it that 
we may not uſe .it, but when we may doit 
without being a ſumbling block to them that are 
weak, Circumſtances do (o vary and alter mat- 
rers of this nature, that that may be lawful for 
us at ohe-time and place, which 1s not at 
another, It is lawful for us to bow the knee, 
bat yet to do it -in the howſe of Rimmon, or at 
the paſſing by of the conſecrated Hoaſt, when we 
may harden Idolaters, is not lawful. The A- 
poltles had a liberty in the uſe of indifferent 
things, yer when the good of their weak Bre- 
thren called for it, they not only might, but al- 
ſo ought, eſpecially in that junRure of things, 
to wave it, And therefore their complyance 
with the weak Jews was not matter of Liberty, 
but Duty and Neceſſity, inſomuch that they 
had ſinned if they had not done it, Now be- 
cauſe this their liberty of praftice was thus ly- 
able upon ſpecial occaſions to reſtraints,it doth 
not follow that theic Chriſtian Liberty did not 
at all conſiſt iv prattice, but that it was yu 
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ed to them in a kmve! ſence, to be uſed ſo, as 
3t-might become molt ſerviceable to the Go- 
ſpel, tor the furtherance whereof it was given, 

Q». 17, Whether, if Chriſt bath purchaſed 
us ſuch a priviledge as liberty from humane 
Ordiaances and Impoſitions, ſhould rot our 
Adverſaries allow it us, and ſuffer us peace- 


ably to. enjoy it, Without either difturbing or 


cenluring vs 1n the uſe of it > The holy Ghoſt 
ſaith they ſhould ; and withall ſets it down as 
the property of falſe Brethren, that after they 
have ſpyed ont the Liberty Believers have in 
Chroſt Feſws,they ſeek.zo bring them into bondage. 
And certainly if it be an injury to take from us 
that civil liberty that belongs to us by the Law 
of the Land, it is much more an injury to take 
from us that Spiritual Libzrty that belongs to 
us by the Law of Chriſt, By how much the one 
is made over to us by an higher power, and is 
of a more excellent nature than the other,by ſo 
much the raking it away from us muſt needs bz 
the more injurious, Dr. Aforton proves out of 


Cant. 8.4 


Gal. 2;4« 


Socrates, that Holy-dajes were anciently free,ti- yp,j 4, 
ther tobe obſerved or not obſerved, and that there- 2.1.2.c 9, 
fore no weceſſity ſhould be tmpoſed on Chriſtians, Þ« 211, 


which ( ſaith he ) doth it not ſeems.to (hake the 
Popiſh yoak, 2 And if the ſame caſe had ben ur- 
ged to himſelf and his fellows, they would nor 
have: had an anſwer overready. It is wiit in- 
deed of Biſhop K4le;that he enforced the Sur 


Is nd 


plice upon Hooper, to the great trouble of & Mon 5/2. 


200d mans conſcience, but withall, that after- 
Wards having weighed things b:tter,he repent- 
ed of his rigar, and was ſorry for what he had 
dons, And if ever God open the eyes of the 

E 2 mea 
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men of this generation, they'l ſee that by their 
vehement urging of that and other unneceſla- 
ry things, they have done us no ſmall wrong, 
and wil with that blefſedMartyr be ſorry for it, 

«. 18. Whether, though they will not al- 
low us the Liberty purchaſed by Chriſt,and be- 
queathed to us by his ownWill and Teſtament, 
but will be tying our hands,and laying upon us 
burdens contrary to it ; yet is it not our duty to 
defend and maintain it, by withſtanding them 
in their unjuſt commands and impoſitions ? I 
call them unjuſt commands and impoſitions, 
becauſe they do eommand and impoſe ſuch 


things as ought to be left free, and at the dif. 


cretion of every one to uſe them or not uſe 
them, as he is more or leſs perſwaded of the 
lawfulneſs or neceſſity of them. Certainly if 
Chriſt hath beſtowed ſuch a Liberty upon us as 
a token of his tenderneſs and bounty, and for 


this end,that we ſhould improve it for him,and. 


ſerve him with chearfulneſs in the uſe of it; 
then as they ought to allowit us, ſo we ought 
to maintainit, Itis noleſs than tyranny and 
cruelty in them not to do the one ; and it were 
no leſs than folly and unthankfnlneſs in us not 
to do the other. As it was the work of Jeſus 
Chriſt to give it us, ſo it is our duty to main- 
tain and improve it now it is given, When 
the Scriles and Phariſees urged waſhing of hands 
before meat on the Diſciples, and they for the 


Mat.15:3 maintainance of their juſt Liberty withſtood 


them, our Saviour openly countenances them 
in ic. Inſtead of falling on them and condemn- 
ing them for their diſobedienceghe falls on the 
Scribes and Phariſees, and blames them for ob- 
ſerving 
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ſerving ſuch vain Traditions,to the ſubverting 
of his Fathers Commandments, and troubling 
of his Diſciples, But perhaps our Adverſatics 
will except and ſay, We muſt diftinguiſh betwixe 
theCommandments and impoſitions of private men, 


- and of ſuch as are in Authority, and have Domi- 


xion over us, and may give Laws to w.. The 
Scribes and Phariſees, though they were wiſe men, 
yet they were not men of Authority, and ſo bad 10- 
thing to dg to wmpoſe ſuch a Ceremony either on the 
Diſc ples or 0n any other, and therefore no marvel 
if the Diſciples withſtood them, and our Saviour 
conntenauced them in it, Anſw, This excep- 
tion runs upon a miſtake, for it is evi- 
dent that both the Scribes and Phariſees were 
men of Anthority, As for the Scribes, they 
were ſofar from being altogether private men, 
that ſome of them were Secretaries to the Jew- 


2 Kings 


IZ. IQ. 


iſh Kings, To ſay nothing of others, what 18.18. 
think you of Ezra, that had dominion over the 22+ 3. 
Chief Prieſls, and Levites, and all 1ſrae!; and | 
of Eliſhama, whom the holy Ghoſt reckons a- Ws 
mong the Princes ? others,even in our Saviours Mat 2.4 


time were imployed in Courts of Judicature, 
&thereupon wer called yexwuaTes xe5,o01 the 
Scribes of the People, And as for the Phariſees 
the caſe is no leſs plain ; for as the Scribes ſate 
in Moſes Chair, ſc did they; and as the Scribes 
bound heavy burdens, and grievous to be born, and 
layd them upon mens ſhoulders,ſo did they. Now 
this b:»ding of heavy burdens, aud laying them on 
mens ſhoulders, ſeems to have b:zen an a& of 
Authority ; for how could they compel the 
People in a peaceable Commonwealth to come 
under their burdens, unleſs they werz inveſted 
E 3 with 


Mat. 2. 
12, 4, 


» % 


| 54) 
with Authority to impoſe them ? But if you 
Antiq.. think this not plain enough, hear what Joſephu 
Fud.1:13. hath; ſpeaking of Alexandra the Queen, a wo- 
tl} man of excellent endowments, he tells us, that 
p. 463. ſhe committed all things to the diſpoſition of the 
Phariſces, commanding the People to obey and ſerve 
them, And that ſhe renewed and confirmed that 
which Hircanys had diſanulled, and the Phariſees, 
according to the cuſtome of their fore-fathers, had 
introduced ; ſo that ſhe bare the Name, and the 
Phariſees the Authority Royal. For, they reſtored 
ſuch as were bamſhed to their eſtates, and in all 
things demeaned themfelves like great Lords, 
Thus he. And jatter Writers ſpeak to the ſame 
Parm. purpoſe ; Calvin ſaith, That in the government 
mY 'S+l 4 of the Church, aud interpreting of Scripture, this 
© n3*” Seft held the Primacy, And Camero ſaith, They 
Prelef. were men of chief Authority ; referring us to 
in Mat. Toſephus,who he ſaith every where teacheth ſo, 
16; J. P* It ſcems then that the Ceremony of waſhing of 
' bands, mas not impoſed on the Diſciples by 
private perſons, but men of great authority and 
account ; and yet the Diſciples diſobey them, 
and our Saviour countenances and upholds 
them in it ; for we do not find that either then 
or at any other time, he ſpake ſo much as one 
word by way of Reproof to them about it. Burt 
that which makes what I have allezged about 
this inltance yet more probable, 1s, that both 
the practiſe and doctrine of Pax/ were ex:&ly 
agrecable hereunto, Though he were a man of 
a molt complying ſweet ipirit, yet herein -he 
was ftedfaft and perermptory , declaring that 
tough he were free to uſe all indifferent things 
yet 
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yet he would not be conſtrained to it, «Al 
things (Caith he) are lawful to me, but I will not 
be brought under the power of auy. But did nat 0, It, 
he ſpeak this by vertue of his Apoſtolical Au- 
thority, which might ſet him above thoſe whom 
ordinary perſons ought to b2 (ubje&t to > No; 
the ſame courſe he took himſelf, the ſame he 
perſwades all Chriſtians to, Be ye nos (ſaith he) 1 Cor. 7, 
the ſervants of men, And, be ye not ſubjett to A... 
Ordinaxces, And, fland faſt in the Liberty where. 021,20 
with Chriſt hath made you free, He ſpeaks not Gal-5.r, 
in theſe places againſt obeying lawful Gover- 
nours, Whether Civil or EccleGaſtical, com- 
manding things neceſlary or convenient (theſe 
he urgeth thole he writes to with Rtrongefſt mo- 
tives and arguments to cloſe with and obſerve) 
but againſt obeying (ach as taking upon them 
to do that which Chriſt hath no where impow- 
red them, will be framing new inventions and 
means of carrying on his Work, and impoſing 
them on his Servants. Now theſe he will 
have them to withſtand, and thereby aſſert and 
maintain their own Freedom. And anſwerable 
hereunto is what we find taught and obſerved 
by many famousProteſtantWriters. Bucer ſaith Cenſur 
It ts our duty in all matters ſtoutly to defend our Lit. Angl 
Chriſtian Liberty, and bear it before us, Chem. £.2.p.458 
nitins ſaith, It 1s profitable in indifferent thirgs Exam. 

A x : part 2, ae 
te ſhew liLerty Ly example, Pareus \aith, We are Rit. 7a. 
not ſo at onr own disfoſal as to inſlave our ſelves 10, 
to the ſervitude of men : that would be to the mz. Com. in 
mfeſt injnry of Chriſt our Redeemer : we are the Cr I% 
free-men of Chriſt, Tilenus (aich, We muſt not Synrag. 
#bey the Magiſtrate and Governours of the Church part 2. 
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any further than uſq,; ad aras, or ſo long a4 we 
may do it with a good conſcience ; neuher muſt we 
decline any ſirife or danger for the defence of the 
Lilerty purchaſed us by Chriſt, fince Paul aſſerts 
that we makg void his death if we ſuffer our ſelves 
to be entangled with the yokg of ſpirunal bondage, 
But leaving thefe ſingle Tettimonies, hear 
what' ſeveral ſay at once, The Centwriators of 
Magdenburgh teach, that whilſt indifferent things 
are free we may lawfully uſe them, but when they 
are impoſed we ought to withſtand them for the 
maintaining of our own Lilerty. And the Pro- 
teſtants in the Auguſta Confeſſion ſay, When 
there 1s a neceſſity placed in a Ceremony, we are by 
example to ſhew the contrary, And it is well 
known that the Proteltant Churches wave ſe- 
veral things, 'in their own nature ivdifferent, 
that are appointed by the Papiſts, for this end, 
to aſſert their own Liberty, Gerard Voſſius 
diſcourſfing of the mixing of Water with Wine 
in the Excar;ft, confeſſeth, it's probable our 
Saviour in regard of the generouſneſs and heat 
cf Wine in the Eaſt, made uſe of it ; and that 
the ancient Church did the like z and that the 
ancient Fathers expounded Wine and Water, 
ſo mingled, allegotically ; .teaching one while 
that Water 6gnifies People, and Wine Chriſt; 
and the mixture of them; the union of People 
with Chriſt. Another-whilz, that Wine and 
Water ſignified the Blood and Water that 
flowed out of the fide of Chriſt, NotWith- 
ftanding, he ſaith, that the thiag in it ſelf 15 1. 
different,” and that the preſent Churches may not 
only lawfully uſe pure Wine, but that ſince the con- 
x | f7ary 


trary Rite bath been accounted neceſſary, they do 
wiſely to do it, to ſhew in ſuch things their own 
Liberty. Nay, and Dr. Morton teacheth,that ypyy, yy, 
Ritual traditions, which pertain to Order,and 21. la: c. 
the Rites of Divine Worſhip,are to be recerved 43 þ 139 
only ſo far a4 they claſh not with Truth, Pity, 
Simplicity, and Chriſtian Liberty. And things 

being thus, what reaſon have our Adverſaries, 

when in defence of our own Liberty we wvith- 

ſtand their Impohtions, to charge us with 

Pride, Obſtinacy, Schiſm , Siogularity, and 

ſuch like crimes? Some of them have not ſtuck 

to give it out, that we are worſe thay the Papiſts. Saravia 
Now this is not fair dealing. They would take NF: Fra- 
itill if we ſhould offer to hinder them of their '77,& 4: 
liberty in the uſe of their indifferent things (as 1,, "wo 
they account them ) or reproach them for it ; 

why then do they hinder us of ours, reproach 

us for uſing it, or think much if we ſtand up ta 
maintain it? _ 

Qs. 19, Whether do you think that the 
enjoyment and uſe of the Ceremonies will re- 
compence the Church for the injury ſhe ſuſtains 
; | bythem? You hear they create Diviſions, de- 
| roy Chriſtian Liberty, occaſion the perſecu- 
ting and filencing of Miniſters, hinder the 
; preaching of the Word, and ſcandalize Magi- 

: | rates, Miniſters, People, Proteſtants,Papilts, 
| and in one kind or other all ſorts of perſons, 
Now whether do you take the enjoyment and 
uſe of them to bz of ſuch advantage to the 
Church, and the Cauſe of Chriſt therein main- 
tained, as to countervail all theſe injuries ? 
| Did they occahjon nothing but the loſs of (9 
| many 
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many Miniſters labours, I might yet ſay, as 


Efth.7-5. Efther did in another caſe, the enemy could not 


countervail the Kings davrmage. If one fingle 


2 Kings Elzas were the Chariot of Iſrael, and the horſmen 
12 thereof, what then are ſo many faithful Mini- 


Rers, indued 1n ſome good meaſure with the 


Luk 1.17 fpirit and power of Elias? And if the filencing 


of one Chryſoſtome wete a greater evil, than if 
the Sun ( that bright eye of Heaven) had been 
put out ; what then ſhall we ſay of the ſilencing 
of ſo many Chryſoſtoms? And if the enjoyment 
and uſe of the Ceremonies will not countervail 
the loſs of ſo many Miniſters labours, how then 
ſhould they recompence the Church for that 
and the many other injuries ſhe ſuſtaineth by 
them? But Ig0 on, 

Qs, 20, Whether do you think that deny- 
ing us that liberty which (as you have heard) 
they ſhould allow us, they may take upon 
them to inſtiture new Ordinances, and deviſe 
new means of teaching by their myltical Gagoi- 
fication, of working grace in the heart, and 
exciting todevotion ? Whether is not this a- 
oainſt the ſecond Commandment, Which (as we 
uſe to tell the Papsſts) forbids the introducing 
of humane inventions into the Houſe of God, 
and the ſetting of them up in his Worſhip ? 
Whether is it not an high impeachment of the 
honour of Jeſus Chriſt the great Prophet and 
Teacher of his Church, and the only appointer 
of thoſe Ordinances and Means whereby the 1s 
to bz inftrued and built up in the Faith? 
Whether is it likely that he who would not al- 
low of teaching by that decent Ceremony of 

waſhing 
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waſhing of hands,will allow of teaching by theſe Mat.rs.; 


mens Ceremonies? Mr. Parker tells us that 
ſome of the Ancients »ſed the emblems of a Fiſh, 
fo or them in mind of Chriſt, whoſe Fiſhes they 


too 


ſhes to life, ſo they held that the Water of 
Baptiſm begat them to new life. And he like- 
wiſe ſaith that ſome amongſt them /et down 4 
Dove upon the Baptiſed, to denote regeneration by 
the Spirit, And, that Conſtantine ſet a Lamb in 
the Baptiſtery of Lateran, to ſigmfie the waſhing 
away of - ſin mn the Water of Baptiſm, by the Blood 
of Chriſt, And is there any thing to be learn'd 
but the Papiſts have ſome viſible ſigns to teach 
it > Now do not all orthodox and lober Wri- 
ters condemn theſe things as needleſs matters, 
nay as dangerous preſumptions, telling us that 
Chriſt himſelf hath inſtituted helps enough to 
inſtru and reach us our duty, both to him and 
one another, and that no other helps are to be 
uſed bur ſuch as he hath irſtitured > Calvin 


faith, »s Doftrine, no ſacred $ ign ought to be ad- Harm.E- 


mitted among the Godly,unleſs it appear they come 
from God, Beza ſaith, [ affirm that ſo often as 25. 


the Ancients brought into the Churcb any Sacra- Epiſt.8. 


mentals, that ts, ſignificative Ceremonies of Spiri. 
tual things, ſo oft they grievouſly offended. Withal 
I think that all Symbol:cal Rites ſhould be at once 
profligated out of the Church, whereinto by no right 
they could ever enter, nor as long as they remain 
can the Church have her native beanty reſtored, 


Peter Martyr ſaith, The moſt wiſe God needeth n__ 
ne of our help to deviſe means to excite Faith. f _ 


How 


themſelves to be made by the water of Bap- ſe8. 28. 
tiſm. As the Water of the Creation begat Fi- P4g+ 107, 
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How bold then are b men who will preſcribe to 
God wherewith ta help forward onr Salvation t 
Syntagm. Polanus (peaking of the Popilh Clergy and their 
_ <.35 Prieftly Appatrrel, ſaith, That dift;nition and 
P.649. varigty of Sacerdotal Veſtments was typical in the 
eld Teſtament, and the Truth being exhibited, 
Exon.pt, ®hat do they require them for any more ? Chem. 
2.de Rit, nitinns (aith, Whereas tt us pretended that by theſe 
P- 228. Rites of mens addition many things are profitably 
Pgnified, admoniſhed. and taught , it may be an- 
ſwered, That Figures do properly belong to the old 
Teſtament, but hoſe things that Chriſt would have 

to be taught in the new Teſtament, he would have 

theme delsvered and propounded not by ſhadows, but 

by the Light of the Word. Laſtly, hear what ig 

Copfeſſ. alledoed by the Divines of Wittenberg, It ts 
[et trend. ot lawful (ſay they) either to reſtore the ald Ce 

ef.17, by 4 

P.229. Yemones of the Law, or deviſe new, to ſhadow- 
forth the Truth already laid open, and brought to 

light by the Gofpel ; as in the day-light to ſet up 

Candles to pc the Light of the m_ : or to 

carry Banners and Croſſes, to ſignifie the Villory 

of ("briſt through his Croſs. Of which ſort is all 

that Maſſing Attire, which they ſay doth ſhadow- 

out the whole paſſion of (hriſt, and many other 

things of that ind. Theſe are Teſtimonies ſo 
pertinent to the matter in hand, that none but 

ſuch as have either bad heads, or evil hearts, 

or both, can deny but that they are full again(t 

our Adverſaries, and the ſignificant Ceremo- 

nies Which they do with ſo much zeal and con- 
fidence plead for, and with ſo much rigor and 
ſeverity urg2 upon their Brethren. And yer 

you muſt know that they are not ſo 1ll —__ 

ut 
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but that they have ſomewhat td alledge for 
themſelves.in this caſe. And 1. they ſay, that 
ſuch kand of Ceremonies ſerve as Books to inſtrutt 


the 1gnorant, and mind them of ſpiritual matters. 
_ 1, This is the very pretence the Pa- 
piſts inſiſt on in the bebalf of theurCeremonies; Vid: Bell. 
and likewiſe in the behalf of their Images, rr 
which they commonly call, the Books of theilh»";,,,. ,." 
terate; and therefore if our Adverſaties can 
tell how to anſwer them, they may tell how to 
anſwer themſelves, 2. They have laid afide 
many Ceremonies of the Papiſts,every whit as 
innocent as thoſe they retain, for which the 
ſame pretence might as rationally be pleaded. 
3. As fot the inftruRting of the ignorant, I an- 
ſwer with our Saviour, They have Moſes and the £#k; 15. 
Prophets, let them hear them ; if they will not 
de taught by them, much leſs will they be 
taught by ſuch kind of Ceremonies which God 
never ordained nor ſanRifed to ſuch a uſe. p,,j.5. 
And with this agrees that of Whitaker ; The ge ſacrom. 
1gnorant ( ſaith he ) are not to be tawght by Ce. Þ+ 293. 
remonies : God hath given the Scriptures that ont 

them ſuch as are 1gnorant might draw neceſſary 
inſtruttion, But 4. If they muſt needs have 
Ceremonies to inſtruc the ignorant, let them 
tell us what they make Prieſts for. Should not 
their lipps preſerve knowledge, and are not the 
People to ſeck, the Law at their monthes ? Is it 
not their Work to inſtru them, and feed them 
with knowledge and underſtanding ? But ſub- 
Rituting the word | Ceremonies | in the place 
of [mages,which they themfelves are, as I (hall 
ſhew anon, 1 may ſay of 6:1 Adverſaries in 
this 
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Repl.art. this caſe, 2s Biſhop Fowel doth of his. Of heir 
14.div.10 Priefls ( ſaith he) they have made Images, and 
P. 510 of their Images they have made Priefir, For their 
Prieſts for the moſt part, have eyes and ſee not, 
-have ears and. hear not , hearts and underſtand 
not, mouths and ſpeak not, in all reſpeRs even 
like unto their Intages. Their Images have ng 
eyes,and yet are made to ſee; have no ears,and 
yet are made to hear ; have no mouths, and yet 
are ſet up to ſpeak, and ſo in theſe reſpe&s 
do the duties that pertain to Prieſts, This 
lea therefore not ſerving the turn, ſome have 
thought themſelves of another, drawn from 
the ſpiritualizing of things. 1t # acknowledged 
( fay they ) on all fides to ben duty to ſprritualize 
ſuch things as come before 4, that 35, from thoſe 
eutward ſcnſible objefts that preſent themſelves ty 
14 10 raiſe ſpiritual Meditations. And if ſo, where. 
fore may we no: frame or takg up ſuch matters a 
others have framed, which are apt to teach and 
mind us of ſpiritual things? Anſw, 1. This 
plea as well as the former tends to the juſtify. 
ing of Images, and thoſe Ceremonies which 
are layd alide as well as thoſe which remain, 
2, We muſt put a diff:rence betwixt taking 
occaſion from thoſe outward ſenſible matters 
that are before us: to raiſe ſpiritual meditati- 
ons,and a ſetting up of ſuch matters for a ſtand- 
ing uſe, and placing a ſpiritual hgnification 18 
them. We may with our Saviour, from com- 
mon Bread and Water, take occaſion both to 
think and ſpeak of ſpiritual ; yet we may not 
take either the one or the other, and ſet it up as 
a ſtanding remembrancer tous, We may m_ 
tae 


Fob,6.27 
4. 10. 
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(63) 
the beholding of a Surplice, take occaſion to 
think of the preſumption and boldneſs of men, 
that not contenting themſelves with the fha- 
plicity of Chriſt and his perfe& Inſtitutions, 
will be framing of ſuch needleſs, ſuperſtitious 
vanities ; but yet if we ſhould take a Surplice 
and bang it up before us, that ſo it might con- 
tinually put us in mind thereof, we ſhould 
render our ſelves as ridiculous as thoſe who 
uſe them for another end, 3. We muſt alſo 
put a difference betwixt making a ſpiritual uſe 
of thoſe ſenſible matters that are before us, and 
bringing them into the houſe of God,and there 
allowing them ſtate in his Worſhip, We may 
from the be holding of a Lamb, take occaſion to 
think of him, who was led 4s a Lamb to the 
ſlaughter ; but yet we may not brivg a Lamb 
into the place of Worſhip to mind us of him ; 
that were to put upon a fly beaſt the office of 
the Word and Sacraments,which were ordain- 
ed for that uſe, But to leave this, whiles our 
Adverſaries are labouring to maintain the law- 
fulneſs of their ſignificant Ceremanies,I would 
by the way know one thing of them,and that is 
this. They ſay they teach no Do&rine but 
what is contained in Scripture, and yet withal 
ſay, that the fign of the Croſs doth teach us 
not to be aſhamed of Chriſt crucified. Now 
let them either ſhew us where the Scripture 
ſaith, that the ſign of the Croſs doth thus teach 
us, or elſe confeſs that they teach ſome Do- 
arine beſides what is contained in Scrip- 
ture, 

2s, 21, Whether,may they take upon them 
t9 


(854) " 
to add” New parts to the Worſhip of God? 


That ſurely they may not do Without guilt of 


higheſt preſumption. It doth, and ever did, 
and always will undoubtedly belong to God, 
and none but him, to inſtitute and preſcribe 
his own Worſhip, and every part of it, And 
therefore all ſuch as undertake to dot, how 
wiſe; holy, or great ſoever they may ſeem to 
be, do no leſs than invade his Royal Throne, 
and uſurp his Soveraign Power, What guitt 
then have our Adverſaries drawn upon them: 
ſelves in inſtituting of the Ceremonies ! For, 
have they not introduced them into the Wor. 
ſhip of God, and made them parts of it ? Are 
not remembrances and inſtruRions concerning 
conſtancy, pureneſs, reverence, and ſuch like 
duties,really and properly religious Worſhip? 
And are not the Ceremonies ſuch things as 
theſe? Do they not allow them Rate in then 


. Worſhip? Have they not the ſame uſe and end 


T 3. 4e 
effe8. ſac. 


L.2.c,31, 
Þ. $2. 


that other parts of Worſhip have ? Do they 
not urge them with the ſame rigor that they do 
hearing of the Word, Praying, Singing of 
Pſalms, and other ſubltancial duties 2 Do they 
not count the pureſt, bolyeſt, fincereſt ſervice 
as imperfeR, diſorderly, ſtovenly, and I know 
not what; without them ? Is it not therefore 
evident that they make them parts, and con: 
fiderable parts too of Worltip ? Bellarmune 
deals openly herein, and in plain tearms tells 
us, That Ceremonies are a part of Divine Worſhip, 
And if our Adverſaries, that follow him 1o 
cloſely in other points, thought it convenient 
to ſpeak their minds, perhaps they would ſay : 
muc 


2,22- + eb 
much of theirs > Whether rhere be not ground 
for it, I leave you to judge by what I have here Ames © - 
aver hinted, and a learned Author hath fully di = 
oved, | Pe 
\ . Qs. 22, Whether may they inſtictute New = 
Sacraments, and add theth to thoſe inſtituted | 
by Chriſt ? If they may, let them ſhew where 
they are impowred to do it. If they have a 
power to do 1t, let them ſhew their Letrers of 
Credency for it. If it be a thing comnion to 
all Chriſtian Paſtors and Churches, wherefore 
do they fall ſo fouly upon the Papiſts for ity 
whenas in other things they are ſo ready to ju- 
Rify them, and.zjoyn with them ? If they may 
not infliture New Sacraments, how will they 
defend the Ceremonies, which though they do 
not call them Sacraments, yet they give them 
the nature of them. Sacraments ,(. as, they 
themſelves teach) are outward ſigns 
of inward and ſpiritual grace, And are not the 
Ceremonies ſuch things as theſe ? When they 
Baptize a Child,do they not make a Croſs up- 
on his forehead, in token that hereafter be ſhall 
not be aſhamed to confeſs the Faith of Chriſt cracifi- 
ed, and manfully to fight under his batmer againſt Dr, Burg. 
Sin, the World, and the Devil, and to continue of the 
Chriſts faithful Souldier and Servant uno bis lives \#wful- 
end ? And as for the Surplice,do not they main- pjl.jj,,. 
tain the uſe of it tobe, to ſignify the pureneſsc,17.p.15 
that. ought to be in a Minilter? And as for Mr. Pay- 


kneeling at the Supper, do not they ſay it is a £9440 


fgnification of the humble and grateful ac- _ 


knowledgement of the benefits of Chriſt? 4. 2. , 
Wherein then do their Croſs, Surplice, Kneel- /eFe15.; 
F 


108, 


ing fall ſhort'of Sacraments? ou are new des 
viſed ſigns, and every new diviſed fign, in the 


judgement of very eminentProteftantWriterg, 

f 18 a Sacrament. It's true,they lack Divine Inſti. 

tution, but have they not gone as far as they can 

f Willet of towards the making of them Sacraments ? 

Baptiſm, They are not in evety reſpect Sacraments, but 

9- 8. err. that is not becauſe they would not have them 

152-557 to be ſo, but becauſe they could not make-them 

ſo, Now may they take upon them to make 

Sectaments when they are not ifipowred to do 

it? are they able to work that which is figni- 

fied by them? or do they think that God will 

make them 'effeRual for producing of the ends 

intended ? As for the fortner, 1 ſuppoſe, as 

bold as they are, they will not pretend to it ; 

and as for the latter, I may ſay With Chemme:« 

Exam.pt #9 We have a pronſe of the efficacy of the Word, 

2.de Rit, but n0t of . Fugwres invented by men, Thougn we 

þ. 228- may upon good grounds expect that God will 

bleſs his owa Ordinances; yet we have no 

grounds to expect that he will bleſs thoſe devi- 

ces Which men have taken up,not only without 

any warrant from himybut likewiſe in contempt 

of him, and to the prejudice of his glorious 

Goſpel ; no, we may rather look that he ſhould 

Fſ.c9. 8, take vengeance on them , as in times paſt he 
hath done. 

Qs. 23. Whether, will they juſtifie the uſe 
of Images in the worſhip of God ? If they will, 
they muſt firſt with the Papiſts, expunge the 
ſecond Commandment, and thruſt it out of the 
Decalogue ; for as long as that Rands they 
will never do it, For procf hereof, I need do 

no 
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go more than recite. it to you; Thos ſhalt not Ex, 20.44 


(faith God) make #nto thee any graven Image,or 
a9 likeneſs of any thing that 1s in Heaven ai ove,or 
that i in the Earth beneath, or that ts inthe Wa- 
fer #nder the Earth, God in this place doth not 
only forbid *o but ntnen > ; not only a gra- 
v4 Image, made of gold, filver or (uch like 
marter, but ay fnnlitude or likeneſs of any thing 
whaſorver ( if made for « Religious ule ) as 
being homogeneal therewith. If chey will not 
jaſtite the uſe of Images, how will they de- 
fend the Ceremonies, for what are they but I- 
'mdges? doth not one figure to us Conſtincy, 
mother Pureneſs, and another Reverence ? 
and if they do this, what do they lefs than per- 
form the office of an Image ? 

Qs, 24, Whether to theſe riew means, 
parts of Worſhip, Sacraments, Images, which 
they have inſtituted of their own accord, with- 
out any. warrant from God, may they aſcribe a 
aoral divine efficacy ? If they may let them 
produce their warrarit. If they may not, where- 
fore do they do it > Do they not impofe and 
uſe chem for this end to teach the Underſtand- 
ing divine Myſteries, to fir up the AﬀeCtions 
todivine Objedty, and to help the Memory to 
retain divine Truths? To this parpoſe is that 
ptefixed to the Book of Common-Prayzr ; 
Such ave retained which are apt to ſtir up the dull 
Mind of max to the remembrance of his duty to God, 
by ſome notable and ſpecial fognification, whereby 
be might be edified, Nothing can Rir up the dull 
mind of man, edifie him in the wayzs of God, 
or work any holy imprefſtons upon him a” 

F 2 a di- 


Deut. 23, 
2 


the Croſs 
Parr 2.C- 
0. fed. 9. 
Pe 129, 


68) 
a divine efficacy. Thoſe therefore who judge 
the Ceremonies apt to-do any ſuch thing, muſt 
needs be thought to aſcribe to them a divine 
efhcacy. 

Qs, 25, Whether if they will not content 
themielves with the Inſtitutions cf Chriſt, but 
will be brivging of New matters into his 
houſe. ſhould they take up ſuch as are*of baſe 
original and deſcent? That they may not do 
Without caſting much .ceproach both napon him 
and his Worſhip, which ſhould not have any 
thing in it but what is honourable, and becom- 
ing the 'MajeRy of him to whom it is perform- 
ed. The Scripture ſaith, That 4 baſtard ſhal 


- not enter into the Congregation of the Loyd to the 


temth Generation, And why ſo, but becauſe he 
was not begotten in lawful Matrimony, but 
1n the a& of uncleanneſs,and therefore of baſe 
deſcent, and conſequently unfit to approach 


Hieworbs Gods holy things? And I remember K. Fames 
7-214 diſputing againſt a thing much uſed amongſt 


us, doth in the firſt place inſiſt upon the baſe 
Original of it, which he looked upon as ſuffici- 
ent not only to render it unworthy of the great 
reſpe& that is given it, but alſo of common 
uſe. How then will our Adverſaries juſtife 
the Cereme nies, which are each of them of 
ſuch a baſe Original > As for the ſign of the 


Parker of Croſs, Valentinus the Heretick was the Father 


of it ; and Montanw and his Scholars (amongſt 
whom Tertullian was a ſpecial inſtrument) were 
the men that preferred it to have ſome efteem 
and uſe in the Church, As for the Surplice, 
the firft that I think we read of, that uſed ir, 
Was 


(6) 

was Siinins a Novatian Biſhop, a riotoug, ſen- Socrat. 

ſual man, who going to viſit Arſacims Biſhop We 
of Conſtantinople, one of Arſacius his Familiars g,,* * 
asked him why be uſed [ſuch attire as was uw 
comely for a Biſhop ; and where he found it 
written that a Prieſt ought towear white ? To 
whom by way of anſwer, he alledged that ſay- 
ing of=Solomon, Let thy garments be alwayes 
white : With ſome other paſlages of the like 
nature, wherewith notwithitanding, he gained 
the admiration of all that heard him ; which 
ſhews the vain facility of People in thoſe 
dayes, and how apt they were to be drawn to 
Superſtition. And as for kneeling at the Sup- 
per, it was in all probability brought in by Ho- Hornews 
worins 3d, a tyrannical bloody Monſter, who Þe. ps 
lived in the x 3th. Century, when the Church (egir.lar. 
was in a Gark and [ow condition, [znocent the 7n fol.) þ 
3d, his immediate Predeceſſor , bringing in 343 
Tranſubſtantiation, he to perfe&t the myltery 

of Iniquity, brought in the Ceremony of Bow- 

ing the knee at the Elevation, that is, when 

the Bread is ſhzwed in th2 Maſs ; from whence 

it is very likely proceeded kneeling at the ta. 

king of the Elements. You ſee then, the Ce. 

monies have lirtle cauſe to boaſt of their pede- 

oree. They were not inſtituted by Gad, but 

diviſed by men, and ſuch as were of the workt , ft. ad 
fort. Nay Zanchiws ſaith , They were rather "> "hy 
the invention of the Devil himſelf than men, And Eliz. col. 
hath Jeſus Chriſt been ſo unfaithful in his houfe 244+ 

or provided ſo ll for his Church, that we muſt 

be bebolding to the worſt of men, ſuch as Va- 

lentinus, Siſinim, Honor i, nay the very De- 

F -3 vil 


Eccl.c.8. 
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vil bimſelf, for matters of Edification, Decen-. 
cy and Order ? Tell it not in Gath, publiſh it not 
1 the ſtreets of Arkelen + left the daughters of the | t 
25am. x. Phuliſtines rejoyce, leſ the daughters of the uncir- 

20, * Ccnmciſed triumph, 
| Q4.26, Whether if they will bave humane 
Ceremonies, and other Ordinances and Obſer. 
yations of their own deviſfing,they ſhould pitch 
upon ſuch as are like to be the occaſions of 
much evil > Doubtleſs as we muſt wait for, 
and ſeek occaſions of good, ſo we mult in all 
matters, eſpecially in thoſe wherein we are at 
our own liberty, decline and avoid the incite- 
ments and occafions of evil. For what end did 
Ge. 31. Facob take away Labans Images, the Archangel 
Ex od.34 bury Moſes Body tn an unkyown place, and He- 
6. zthiah break, in pieces the brazen Serpent, but 
2 Kings to prevent the evil that atherwiſe would have 
15.4 been committed by them ? And how fatal the 
negle& of this prudent fore-fight and zeal hath 
been to many,who either through ignorance or 
unwarineſs have daſhed themſelves upon thoſe 
fumbling-blocks they ſhould have removed, 
both ſacred and prophane Writings tell us, 
Judg.8. Gideon, without any warrant from God, went 
Wa and made a rich and coſily Epto9, and put it 
in his own City, even in Opbrah,and what was 
the iſflue of it > Why, all Iſrael went thither « 
 __  whoring after it, which thing became a ſnareto | 
CO Gideon and to his houſe, So Feboſhaphatzthough | #1 
* #3 hewerea pious and holy man, yet ſuffered the | A 
High Places to continue, and what followed | S 
upon it? Why, the People offered and burned In» * 
cexſe tn them, In like Manner Conſtantine, 3 V 
| thovgh 
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though forward in promoting the Chriſtian in- Svcrar. * 
teren, 


yet ſuffered the Temples and Groves of Eccl.bift 


the Pagans to ſtand, and ſo upon Julianscom- *3* ©! 


ing to the Empire, they forthwith entred into 
them, and there celebrated their Idolatrous 
ſervices and feaſts, as in times paſt, There is 
ſuch an innate and ſetled propenſity in men to 
depart from God, and commit wickedneſs, that 
we ſhould neither ſet up nor tolerate any thing 
that may any Way incite or provoke to it, Ac- 
cording to that excellent Decree of the Fathers 


of Carthage ; The occaſions of fin (ſay they). are c4,c;1. 


jo be cut off, and all ſuſpuons taken away, where- Carth. x, 


by the ſubtilty of rhe Devil under the pretence of ©+ 3+ 


Charity and Love, wſes to inſnare the ſouls of ſuch 
4s are inwary or ignorant, Ag itis in vain for 
men to pretend love to God, till they are at 
warwith ſin; ſo it is in vain for them topre- 
tend war With fin, while they connive at, and 
tolerate the occaſions of it, Which being ſo, 


* what ſhall we think of our Adverſaties who do 


not only tolerate the Ceremonies, which are 
the evident occaſions of ſo much evil amongſt 
us, as I have already ſhewed, but do likewiſe 
defend them, nay urge and impoſe them in all 
places throughout their JuriſdiRions ? 


Qs. 27. Whether, if they will not be per- 
ſwaded but will have humane Ceremonies, they 
{hould make uſe of ſuch as are of bad report, 
and tend to the diſparagement of the Goſpel ? 
Such is the purity and holineſs of God,and the 
z2al that he bears to his own Name, that he 
will not endure any thing in his Worſhip thar 
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vile, but will have every thing thErein to be of 
200d report. When the Church muſt have E. 
Af1 16.2 yvangeliſts, Paſtors, Neacons, Deaconeſſes, and 
17im.z.7 9ther Officers, he will have them all to be 

Att 6.3. good report, He will not have them like the ſong 
x Tim-5. of Eli, ſoins of Belial, that cauſed men to abbor the 
\ Sam.2, Offering of the Lord,but men of good behaviour 
17. and report, and ſuch as may adorn Religion, 
And whatever they, or any of the Members of 

his Church do, he will have it to he bezeſt, 

Phil-4-8 juſt, pure, lovely, and of good report, And 
what's'the reaſon of this, but to keep up Reli. 

ion in its due eſteem, and ſecure it from the 
contempt and vileneſs that attends both infa- 

mous perſons and things ? And if ſo, how will 

our Adverſaries ever make Religion amends 

for the injury they have done to it, in uſing 

3nd impoſing the Ceremonies, which ate things 

of ſuch 11 report through all the Reformed- 

To + Churches 2 Luiher ſaith, all humane Ceremonies 
Jole351- have two properties of the Devil, that w, lying and 
Ep,S. ad turdering. Beza aith, they are the Enſigns of 
Grindal, the Prie5hs of Baal. And ſaith Zanchy, All 
1:9; @. ad ble Pomps and Popiſh Ceremonies are nothing elſe 
Reg.Eliz but whoriſh Paintings, invented and deviſed for 
fol.244. this end,that men might thereby le enticed to Spi- 
| ritual. Fornicatian, And how ſhould they be 0. 
ther than matter of bad report when they have 

fo long been uſed in the profane miſteryes of 

that infamous whore,whom the moſt High him- 

ſelf hath Rigmatized with the hatefull name of 

Rev.in.s the mother of harlots and al oxnations of the earth, 
' As the common hatlot that proftiturgs her ſelf 

to 


1s infamous or ſcandalous, or may render it 


(z3 ) | 
to the luſt of every impure vilain, caſts diC- 
grace upon the yery garb and dreſs ſhe wears ; 
ſo hath that filthy Strumpet caſt diſgrace upon 
the Ceremonies, and that in ſuch a high degree 
that they are utterly unfit to be uſed by the 
chaſt Spouſe of Chriſt, whom he hath rialy 
charged to keep ber ſelf pure; managing his wot» 
ſhip, and what ever (he undertakes for him, 
with all poſhble advantages of integrity and 
holineſs, that ſo (he may not diſhonoxr ber bead, 
bat be 4 praiſe to bim, And it is the carrying on 
of the Service of God in the uſe of the Cere- 
monies, that makes many amongſt us to abbor 


the Worſhip of God 1n its purity in a corner, ,# 5,c7p. 


Sce Mr 


the Offering of the Lord, ſeperate themſelves Cheynel 
from our Congregations,and betake themſelves of theriſe 
to private meetings, chooſing rather to in joy 879th» 


danger 


then joyn with the Publick Aſſemblies in the c.5.p.63. 


uſe of thoſe things which their conſciences tell 
them are unlawful, Whether this their with- 
drawing be juſtifiable or no, I ſhall not here 
determine, but this I ſhall venture to ſay, 
that thoſe who haye the management of affairs 
1n the Church, ſhould not provoke them to it, 
by uſing a company of infamous and ſcanda- 
lous Rites, which they know they cannot away 
with, | 

Q«. 28, Whether if they will be ſraming 
and ufing new matters, they (ſhould take up or 
have to do with ſuch as have ſo much as an 
appearance or ſhew of any evil in them? The 


Scripture tells us no, Moſes ſaith, Keep thee x, ,, , 
far from a falſe matter, And Paxl ſaith, Toxch 2Cor.6.13 
pet the unilean thing. And, abſtain from the ap- 1Theſ].s, 


pear ance 


22, 


( 24) | 

Fude 23: peanance of Eexl, And Jude faith, He muſt bats 
the Garment ſpotted by the Fleſh. Sin is like 4 
Plague, and therefore we muſt not come near 

it, but keep our ſelves at a remote diſtance 
See Dry. £19 it. Hence that ſaying of the Jews, Re- 

| fas Pra eve thy ſelf from filthineſs, and from all that 
terit. is which hath a ſhew of it, Andag we muſt do it 

1 Theſ.5- in other matters, ſo eſpecially in the Worſhip 
22 of God, which he hath inſtityted for the ſan- 
Rifying of his own Name, and the ſetting 

forth of his Purity and Holineſs, with other of 

his Excellencies. It is dangerous to offend in 

any thing, but eſpecially in that, We muſt 
4 carry our ſelves with circumſpeRion, re- | þ 
verence and unblamableneſs at all times, Þ £f 
but eſpecially when we are before him, en- | 81 
gaged in the diſcharge of thoſe ſacred and | p! 
ſolemn duties he requires from us. And there- | e 
fore we muſt not dare to bring into his pre- | m 
ſence any new Ordinances, no, not ſo muchas | w 
a Ceremony, how ſmall foever, that is either | a; 
evil, or hath ſo much as a ſhew of it, As for P 
T.2, Ep, the Jewiſh Ceremonies, hear Auguſtine ſpeak, | tc 
19. ad That man((aith he) « thrown down into the dun- | 
_ geon of the Devil, that obſerveth a Jewiſh Cere- 7 
——_ mony in deed or in ſhew, And as for the Popiſh i 
Cenſura Ceremonies, hear Bucer, None of thoſe things, | b 
Lit. Ang. words and geſtures (ſaith he) ſhall find place with - 
S 
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C.9:Þ-471 us, in which there doth ſo wuch as appear to be 
any thing that is a kin to ſo great Impreties, or 
that may be ſtrain'd ( though unjuſtly and without 7 
cauſe grven) to the commending of theſe their 1m- f 
$.Btum Preties. And as if this were nor ſufficient, the 4 
eat.t. 12 Divines of Germany (ay, That we mwſt not only t 
Pp. 751, ab(tain p 


abſtain from ſuch tag [4 4 in them a ſhew of 


Popery, but from ſuch things as have in them ſo 
much as a ſhadow of a ſhew ef itt. A tauly golden 
ſaying worthy the wiſdom, integrity and zeal 
of thoſe eminent perſons, who with ſo much 
Chriſtian courage and valour fought the battels 
of the Lord ! Now whether the Ceremonies our 
Adverſaries with ſo much rigor urge upon us, 
have neither evil in them,nor ſhew of evil,nor 
ſo much as a ſhadow of a ſhew of it, let all the 
world judge, 


Qs, 29, Whether if they will be joyning of 
humane inventions to divine inſtitutions, they 
ſhould make uſe of ſuch things as have been 
groſly and notoriouſly abuſed by corrupt and 
prophane men in their impious myſteries, and 
execrable pratices? The Scripture ( as you £*-3413 
may ſee by the places quoted in the margent, "v3 
which for brevity-ſake I refer you to ) is full =, 
againſt it, teaching us by various Precepts, Rev.2.14 
Promiſes, Reproofs, Preſidents, and Reaſons, 2%: ?Kin 
to decline the uſe of ſuch things, nay, utterly Chr; th 
to exterpate and aboliſh them, as being odious Dan.1 8. 
to God, and altogether unfit to be imployed A#.1919 
in his Service, And with the Scripture agree _ _ 
both the Do&rine and Practice of the Anci- © * 
ents, He (ſaith Auguſtine ) that cometh to the T. 2. Ep. 
Sacrament with an Heatheniſh Ear-ring, ſuch as 73- 44 
the Gentiles ſuperſiuiouſly uſe in the ſervice of fol — 
their Gods, cometh to the Lord's Table with a _ 
badge of the Devil, And the Council of Carthage _ 
were ſo ſet againſt the Reliques of 1do/atry,that = 
they beſought the Emperors that they might be 
«b-liſhed in all places what ſorver, And Mr, Par- 


ker, 


— 


Croſs, Þt- the Notturnal Vigils, the Churches of Hereticky, 
m_ 4 the ſhriving of Pemitents, the Imperial Standard, 
& ſe:3 Santtuaries for Offenders, with many other 
p41, things were of ancient and plauſible uſe, yet 
b2cauſe they were abuſed, the Church laid 

them aſide. And if we come down to latter 
Writers, they tell us we muſt be ſo far from 

ſparing ſuch things as have bzen abuſed in 
Idolatrous ſervices, that we mult utterly de. 

troy them, and root them out, not leaving ſo 

Comment Much as any foot-ſtep or remainder of them ; as 
#n 2King we may ſee in Wolphius, Gualter, Martyr, Whi- 
Fo taker, Sadeel,and others. Nay,and the Church 
&n Luke Of England renders this as the weightieſt cauſe 
$5. 39. Of the aboliſhment of certain of the Ceremo- 
EP. cuid. nies, that they have been ſo far abuſed, partly by 
Angl. >. the ſuperſtitious blindneſs of the rade &unlearned, 
1125. G& partly by the unſatiable avarice of ſuchas ſought 
T.1: cont. wore their own lucre than the glory of God, And 
= £47; Whether the Ceremonies retained have not bin 
yas oe groſly and notoriouſly abaſed,as well as thoſe 
manduc, that are aboliſhed, 15 evident to all that know 
p 267. anything of the proceedings of the Church of 
Difo = Rome. There is not any of them but it hath 
ofCerem, Deen in times paſt, and is till abuſed by them 
prefixed every day in their Idolatrous Solemnities ; 
ro the Li- which (as appears by what hath been alledged) 
me renders them altogether unfit for the fincere 
and pure Worſhip of God, into whoſe preſence 

F2ift.a nothing muſt enter that defileth, or that is 
Reg. Eliz unclean, Though for no other (ſaith Zanchy ) yet 
col-244- for this very cauſe ſuch Garments ought not to be 
thruſt upon the Church of Chriſt, becauſe the Har- 

let of Rome hath abuſed, and dah ftill at this day 

abaſe 


Of the ker hath ſhewed, that though the Love-Feafts, | ab 


(27) 


abuſe them, In his judgment then, if there 


wers nothing elſe to alledge againſt the Cere- 
monies, bat the very abuſe of them, it were 
ſufficient reaſon wherefore they ſhould be laid 
afide. Here yo ſee the evidence is clear on 
all ſides: yet even in this our Adverſaries have 
ſomewhat to ſay for themſelves. And x. They 
alledge, that if we muſt not make uſe of thoſe 
things that have been abuſed, we muſt make 
uſe of nothing ; for there is not any thing in 
the world, how lawful, holy, or neceſſary ſo- 
ever, but it hath been one way or other abuſed, 
Not only Ceremonies, but alſo the Word, Sa- 
craments, and all the Ordinances and Crea- 
tures of God have been abuſed : and therefore, 
according to this Doctrine, we muſt not make 
uſe of any of them, Avſ. 1. After this man- 
ner the Papiſts defend themſelves again us, 
when we, diſputing againſt their Ceremonies, 
urge them, with the abuſe of them, among the 
Idolarrous Gentiles. If this kind of reaſoning Tg ee 
(ſaith Bellarmun) availed,we ought to abol.ſh bak 0.6. 3Þ. 
Baptiſm and the Supper, for that they have been þ. 95. 
abuſed. And yet who ſeeth not the weakneſs of 

ſuch an anſwer? 2, Our Adverſaties may do 

well to remember, that by this defence they 

refle& upon their Mother the Church of Exg- 

land, who (as I have already ſhewed) thought 

the abuſe of ſome Ceremonies a ſuſhcient 

reaſon wherefore they ſhould be aboliſhed. 

3. We muſt diſtinguiſh betwixt the Ordinan- 

ces of God, and ſuch things as are of neceſſary 

and ftarding uſe : and the unprofitable devices 

of men, and ſuch things as are —— 

an 


| 8) 
and may beparted #0 00 any detriment 
or prejudice to the Church, When the Ordi- 
nancesof God, and other neceflary things ſuf- 
fer abiiſe, we muſt not thereupon lay thern a- 

Mat.s.17 ide, any more theti our Saviour did the Lew, 

Joh.2.,15.0r the Temple, ( the former of Which was a+ 
buſed by the Serzbes and Phariſces, the latter 

_ by the buyers and ſellers) but labohr to vindi- 
cate them from it,and reftore theth to rheir dug 
eſteem and uſe : But when the unprofitable 
devices of men, and ſuch things as are unne- 
ceſlary, as the Ceremonies, and other marters 
of the like nature, are abuſed, we muſt not 
Rand to vindicate them (for the uſe of then 
will not countervail the pains) but forthwith 

aboliſh them, and throw them away,as the in- 


Cenſur. And to this purpoſe is that of Bucer, All mat- 
Lit. Ang! tor; alnſed (ſaith he) muſt be aboliſhed, unleſs they 
©:9-Þ:47* 174 of thoſe things, words, or ſigni, that the Lord 

hath commended to ns, But 2, They alledge 


vidual things that have been abuſed ought to be 
aboliſhed, yet it does not follow, that others of 
the ſartie kinde, that have not beews abuſed, 
muſt : and therefore, though thoſe individual 
Ceremonies that have been abuſed by the Pa- 
piſts ought to be aboliſhed, yet there is no rea- 
ſon that ours (hould that have not been abuſed. 
Anſw. 1, If this kinde' of reaſoning be good, 
then the Papiſts may free themſelves from the 


their Ceremonies are not the ſame in number 
with thoſe of the Heathens, Turks, Jews, but 
: only 


ſtances I have already alledg'd, do fully ſhew. 


further, and ſey, Thar though the ſame indi- ' 


charge of Heatheniſm, Turciſm, Judaiſm, ſince' 
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they cannot do it, nay ſome of theit own think 
ſo too, 2, They do in this, as well as in the 


former,fly in the face of the Church of England; Syt 
for ſhe hath not onely aboliſhed many of the Turcopap 
fanie individual Ceremonies, abuſed by the Pa- {++ £+10+ 
piſs, but the ſane in kinde likewiſe ; and not {742 in 
without reaſon : for the evil that befalls cer- Aug. & 
tai individuals, does 4s it were diffuſe it ſelf Civir.l.s 


all over, Rain and diſgrace the whole ſpecies z;; 
infomuch that for the evils of certain indivi- 


duals, the whole kinde is often laid afide : as 1.5, c.r. 
I might ſhew by many inſtances, which I ſhall 2.495. 


not hete trouble you with. Now ſuch is the 

rity of God, that he will not endure any 

ani Worſhip that hath fo muchas an 
evil report, or « bad name, orany affinity or 
relation to what is evil. 4, God forbids us(as 
ſhall acquaint you further anon) to do after 
the manner of Idolaters; which plainly (ſhews 
it 18 his will that we ſhould not only forbext 
the uſe of the ſame things in number, which 
they have abuſed, but the ſame things in kinde 
allo. F. Idolatry is a fin, ſo diſhonourable and 
diſpleafing tro God , that we ought to ſhew our 
utmoſt dereſtation of it, which we cannot do 
ſo well by forbearing to uſe onely the ſame 
things in number that have been abuſed init, 
28 the whole kinde likewiſe. So long as we 
make uſe, either of the ſame things in nam- 
ber or in kind, that have been abuſed by Idola- 
ters, we ſeem toown and allow of what they 
do, Now we ſhould not ſo much as ſeem to 
allow of their courſes ; and therefore for pre- 
venting 


| | w—_ | | 
only ih vhiokinde; and yet onr Writters think Yid.Bul, 


$ | 

venting of it, We ſhould renounce both the one 
and the other. | 

Gs, 30. Whether, whiles they ate regula- 

ting and ordering affairsin the Houſe of -God, 

they ſhould not avoid Superſtition? That none 

will deny that ever heard what ſuperſtition 
Origin, meant, Ifiderns ſaith, Superſtition is derived 
Theol 1.8 of [upra ftatutum, and ſo imports a doing. of 


_- * ſomewhat more then God requires. As he that 


does leſs then he requires, incurrs the guilt of 
contempt, ſo he that does more then he re« 
quires, inctcrs the guilt of Superſtition. Forz 
we muſt not think that Superſtition- conſiſts 
only in the worſhipping of a ſtrange God, thew 


none but groſs Idolaters were guilty Wh 


it conliſts as well in, the worthippi the 

true God after a ſtrange manner, that im the 

uſe of ſuch things a8 be hath not commanded; 

A#s 17. And therefore as thee Athenians were guilty of 

22. it, in worſhipping they knew xot what, ſo the 

m 6.7: Phariſees were guilty of it in their waſhing of 
Col. 2 7” hands - and ſome Chriſtians in the Apoltles 
Gal.4. to times in their abſtaining from meats, and ob- 
ſerving of dayesr. And the Papiſts likewiſe are, 

and have long been gutlty of it, and that ins 

very high degree, in framing, impoſing, and 

uſing ſo many Articles, Do@rines, and Obſer- 

vations that have no foundation in the Word, 

When men content not themſelves with the- 

Laws and Ordinances of Chriſt, but to his 

Laws add new Laws, and to his Ordinances 

/ add new Ordinances, they do as really become 
"bet - 2, 4.4. ouilty of it as if they worſhipH a ſtrange God, 
tel. $01. Herein Zanchins is expre(s. There ow 
c 


UMI 


| be)-# fank in 


<—.ciiie/ & "þ Whit 
fl bup by way of txceſs, if then 
addeſt axy thing to what Chrift hath inflwmed, or 
followeſt what 15 added:;of # bers.: a: if to the Sa- 
craments. infliexted by Chriſt, thes addeft other 
Sacraments ; if to Sacyifices, thew addeft other 
Sacrifices 5 if to_the Ceremonies of vither Sa- 
crament - thos addeſs other. Ceremonies, which 
&e all deſervedly called by the name of. Super- 
ftition, - Now things | being. thus, bow will 
our Adverſarics- ever Juſtifie the Ceremonies 
ay contend.for, fincethey are ſuch manifeſt 
additions ta the Inftitutians of Chiiſt, and are 
Ceremonies annexed .to his Ceremonies? - IE 
they can-jullifie Superſtition, they - may. then 
jaſtifie them; but 3f they cannot juſtifie it, 
peicher will they juſtifiethem. --:Z«ncby doth ol. 3. 
__ charge þumane Ceremonies in, gene- ZP'f*. a4 
-W 


Superſizgiop,, but. ours in- particular, 7g 


2nd that: ſeveral times oyer- in the ſame Epi- 


file, petſwading Queen: Elizabetb, upon that 
yezy account, not $61ltge them on Miniſters, 
butiraher lay them afide.. And a late-judici- Mr. Cav 
ous Auttior bath ſthewed, that they are Superſti- 4re7 An: 
tious in ſeveral particulats, and that upon that _ Que 
:it1s-unlavful to impoſe or uſe them; rjes,p.z1 
withtanding tia, pur Adverſaties are ſo 
far froth entiog pane, as that they do 
aotianly diſeaintit; dacretfort it ppon us ; al- 
ledging, that they are not guilty of Superſii- 
yon, in. impoſing or ufingthe Ceremonies, but 
ve. in refuhng theme; But there are Anſwers 
mow .toclear us from this Imputation, 1, If 
we are guilty of ic, and {o guilty ag is pretend- 
ed, bow-comet it copaſs that the Papyfs, that 
ae ſo ready upon all occafhons to load us mul 
= G al 


- 
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i their writings 
eby doingus mote 
3 whomong 
ie From, 


account, ww ibe 


they milt have us, uv 

evifry of itz how-wal they clear themſelves 

from it; When as they tejzeRt many Ceremonies 

of the Papifts,as- lavfol and-innocent in every 

reſpe&*as thoſe whiehtheyetain ? © 'Nay,- 4. 

dotynotthis charge Re them again, gud 
fo 


ſolay them under a vperftition $ Bog 
when they appoint ſach-poſinve Ordinmicer, 
as the Surplice in DivineService,the/Qroſs 20 
Baptiſm,” kneeling ar theSapper;; do norzhey 
for bict the contrary, as-do:not patorm' Divise- 
Service: without the ; its not Buptize 
withoat the Croſe,ds etve Suppetoviths 
out kneeling ; each of: which Nepativen got 
withſtanding is-not only-lawful, -but/a:dycy ? 
And'whereas they argite f30tthe words df the 
Apoſfle, "Toxch u#t, aft; handle nan; what 
rhere'is a Negative Superſtition, conſifitag tr 
Negative Obſervations," We ſay ſo tob 55 bur 
withal, that it is nothing tous ; for. theſe Ob- 
ſervations 


alt manner of hareful'reproches, .drd. never 
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| flee, that which is but offered to an Idol, how © 


* (8z) | 
ſacvations, werg humane withoyt any warrant 
from the Ward. 3 ours are Divine and founded 
pon it, ſo that we. ſhould greatly fin, if we did 
not what we do. Moreover,they who uſed theſe 
oblervationa@uſed them as matters of ſpecial & 

iar Worſhip, whereas we look upon our 
nencs f;om the-Ceremonies, as no more 
maiter of WorGip tha abſtainipg from Idos 

ay, Murder,: Theft, or ſuch like 6ns : and 
grefore it is moſt untcaſonable that our Ad- 
yerfaries ſhould' charge us with. Superſtition, 
But yet we may not Wonder at it, for itis uſual 


LIES! ſome. men- to tear all ſuch as makes 


gar Rir about Religion .than they would 

Ve them, dluperſtizious. Thus Pliny in an Epifh.l. 

__ his:t9 7r9jan, charges the Chriſtians ro.Xp. 
bis time wich being guilty of it jn a bigh des 97+ 2-317 

gree. And wewill gor be aſhamed of thoſe re- 

proaches, wherein thoſe bleſſed Saints and Mare 

tyrs did ſo glory. --- 

ag. 31, Whether, whiles they are decking 

wd-ggimming the Workhip or God, with mat- 

toxs pf-pretended:decency and order, they may 

ſer up Ilols in his Houſe, and give religious re- 

ſpe& to them ? This is ſo far from b21ng law- 

wl,that they ſhayld abhor the very thoughts of 

i, | The Apoſtle ſaizh, we muſt keep our ſelves : Joon 

froms Idols, | An Idol is 3 thing ſo odious and ©* ** 

ptovoking that we (hopld run from it, as from 

a Savouring fame. Auguit. ſaith, We muſt flees T 10, ſer. 

the Idelothyte, or that which tc offertd to an 1del, de temp. 

wif we ſaw the very Devil. And if we muſt thus 24196 


muſt we flee from the Idol it ſelf ? One of our 4 
| G 2 Ad- 


v4 ) 


( J | - | | 2 
Mr.Si1- Adverſaries own Writers, ſaith,” God wouldnt 


liref. ſuffer the Prophet to-eat ani{ Urinkiw Bethel;to 
" br A y; teſtific how much be loathed and abominated that 
2 Þ168, place ſince it was polluted with" Tdolatry, How 


then will they ever juftifie the ferting up and 


ufing of the Ceremomes, 'which have not only 


been polluted with Idolatry, but are them- 

ſelves filthy Tdols, as appeats by theſeparticu. 

Jars? 1. They are other means forthe carrying 

on of Gods work,” than he hath any where «p- 
pointed; and'ſuch things in the judgment of 

ſome of 'our beſt Authors" are" Idols. -'Otie: of 

— —_ them ſhewing the ſeveral wayes: of ereching 
te I 1. Idols, ſaith, The ſecond way #, when"God-6 
xry of the worſhipped othtywiſe, and by other means, than hi 
laſt rimes yath revealed inthe Word, Tf theft he hath not4- 
F-<59.: ny where revealed in the Wotd'that he'will 
be worſhipped in the uſe of the-Ceremonies; 
(which, as E-have before (ſhewed, he bath not) 

they muſt needs, according to his judgemerit, 

be Idols, 2; They are Images deviſi 

man , Without any appointment or 

from God, and ſuch are Idols. - The vey W- 

tation of the word tells us ſo ; for «id\oxiv"is 
derived, as- both ancient-and * modern Cri- 

| ticks agree , from «AF, which ſignifies the 

- *» formor fimilitude of any thing,whether real of 
feigned, true or falſe, that is repreſented to us, 

The Papiſts indeed, who would fain diſtinguiſh 

away their Idolatrie, have f6und out a differ 

ence betwixt 7dolum and Sinwulacrum ; but E- 

ParaÞts raſmu tells us; that Ambroſeknew none, and 
£ that he himſelf knew none, ſaving that the-one 
is a Greek word, and the other'a'Latine, And 
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Beza ſaith that {5 with the Greeks, fignt- Annor. in 


Fes the ſame that Simulacrwns doth with the ©4274 {0+ 
\Latines, And therefore we find that whereit 
is ſaid of Rachel , that ſhe flole >wonia Gen.41.19 
o» the imager that were ber fathers, the Sept, 
Valg. and Pagmne do all render it /dols; there- 
by ſeaching us that Images are Idols, And 
[fidorus , ſhewes us that the Heathens uſed 0r14.1.8, 

names of Image and 1dol indifferently.. ©*'- ?- 
But leaving the Notation of the word, Ter- n, S. [. 
tulian tells ns, that every form or repreſentationc.;.p.150 
* to be termed an Idol, And ſeveral of our own Dr-Fulk 
Writers of eminent note ſpeak to the ſame "”m_y x 
purpole, telling us, That Images made without ,,;4; " 
warrant from God for Religions Pl e, are Idols, and Atts 17. 
pon that account to be avoided. 3. They have % 5: 
more reſpe& and honour given them by far, potevote 
than they do either in regard of their nature or x. refer. 
uſe deſerve, and therefore are Idols, For we Cath. 
muſt not_think-that thoſe are Idols only that P3n%+5-2- 
men profeſſedly take for deities, and worſhip '*' 
as ſuch ( then there were but few comparative- | 
ly in the world) no, thoſe ( as Zanchins ſhews ) Vol. 2: de 
are likewiſe Idols, and to be eſteemed ſuch to which [*und © 
we aſcribe any of the attributes, offices, preroga- oo; 
nves, or works of God, Whzn we take the ho- 
pour in any reſpec belonging to God, and be- 
ſtow it on the Creatures, we make thoſe Crea- 
tures, on which we beſtow it, Idols. He that 
invocates deceaſed Saints, adores the Encha- 
uſt, attributes infallibility to- a man, makes 
them all Idols. He that with the Epicure pla- 
f his happineſs in the contentment of his 

ly, does as the Apoſtle ſhews, make his bel. Phil. ;, 
þ bis G2d and conſequently an 1dol, $9 hz that 5: 
G 3 defires 


( ON", 

deſires or loves the world ntiore then God, and 
depends upon if, makes ir an Tdol, and himſeF 
(as the ſame Apoſtle ſpeaks) #n 7dolater, Now 
Col, 3.5, that the Ceremonies have more honour given 
them than belongs to theth, is evident. The Px- 

pits tell us they are conſecrated to God, are 
oly things, have relation to bith, and that in 
this reſpe& they are to be adored. Some of theth 
ſay,they are to bs adored per ſe, as they are ho- 

o- -— ly things : others, ſecandams quid, as they have 
the Croſs telation to God ; but they all agree in this, 
part,1.c.5 that they ate to be adored, As they hold that 
[ee.6.9.3 Images, holy Books,and the ſacted Utenfils are 
to be adored;ſo they hold that the Ceremonies 

being holy things, and having relation unt6 

God, are in like manner to be adored : as ap- 

ars by their daily pratice in their oblations, 
ſhogs, bowings, and other teſtimonies of un- 
due repe& which they give to them. But to ſay 

See Mr. nothing of the reſt, what think you of the fign 
m_ of the Croſs > Do not they make a plain 1dol 
of the Of it? do they not bow to it, and worſhip it? 
Croſs ,p. do they not aſcribe « divine efficacy to it ? do 
117. they notſay it expels Devils, heals Diſeaſes; 
and ſanRifies thoſe that are figned with it ? dv 
they not ſay it is powerful to throw down 
ſtrong holds, to convert finners,and bring them 
to ſalvation ? If this be not to make it an Idol, 
what 1$ ? But as if this were not ſufficient, 
they go on, and tell us, That the ſame honow 
that belongs toChriſt extended onthe Croſs, belonp! 
to the Gif, it ſelf ; andthe ſame honear that |t- 
longs to the Croſs, belongs to the Image of the 
Croſs, and the ſame honour that | elongs to thi 
Image of the Croſs, belongs to the ſign ofthe Croſs 


walth . 
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 mtade 12 & t! | 
' the fore-brad, breaſt , or ciſewhere, For they 


(®) « 
tranfient way , with the finger , won 


do not place the merit or worth of itin the mat- 
ter of 1r, but in the form or fimilitude of it to 
Chriſt extended on the Croſs. ' And upon this 
gtound, as they worſhip the one,ſo they do the 
otherz& as they make anIdol of the one,ſa they 
do of the other. But to this our Adverſarie- ſay, 
grant the Papiſts aſcribe too much to the ("ereme- 
wes, and maky Hols of them, what's that to them, 
they makg no Idols of them, Auſw, 1, Not only 
the Papiſts, but they likewiſe aſcribe too much 
to them. Do they not aſcribe to them the pow- 
er of teaching divine and ſpiritual myſteries, 


'which belong to none but God,and thoſe whom 


he authorizes to do it ? Do they not uſe one 

to teach Conſtancy, another Purity, a third Re- 
verence > Do they not look upon them as the 

things that give beauty and life to the worſhip #74? 
of God ? Do they not teach, that the Sign of yn 
the Croſs is the inſtrument of Divine power and £ccl.z.1, 
ſufficient to drive away Devils? And if we leave pt. 2.7- 
them, and go to ſach of the common People as 5: 

they have inſtrufted and proſelyted to their 

way, do not-ſome of them place as much holy- 

neſs, neceſlity, and efficacy in them, as they 

do in the yery Ordinances of God ? D5 they 

not make as much account of the Croſs,as they 

do of Baptiſm it ſelf ? Do they not ſign them- 

ſelves wich it as conſtantly morning and even- 

ing,as they ſay their prayers, accounting it 2 

ſhield and defence to them againſt evil ſpirits ? 

I ſpeak not this upon conjecture or hear-ſay, 

but from the mouths of ſome of them them- 

G 4 ſelves 


felvs, who in diſcourſe» have profeſſed. it ts 
me, and laboured to [75 ano ery wn 
poſe the Papiſts only, aſcribe; too much to-the 
Ceremonies, yet that'is ſufficient-to render 
them unfit to come into-the houſe of Gad; or 


2Cor.6.45 have Rate in his m— ; for, as the Apoſtle 
| at 


ſaith, What' agreement bath the Temple of God 
with Idols ? It is not ſo material who it is that 
makes them Idols, as whether they, are made 
Idols yea or no. Chooſe who they are that 
make them ſuch,they do,by being ſo made, be. 
come unfit for Religious uſe. As for the pre. 
tence that thoſe uſed among us, are. not the 
ſame individual Ceremonies that. haye been 
made Idols by the Papiſts, I have in part an» 
ſwered it already, and here add; x, When 
our Adverſaries would convince us of the law- 
fulneſsof the Ceremonies, they preſently ſend 
us to the Fathers, telling us that they uſed-the 
ſame that we do ; not the ſame in Number, but 
in Kind, Now if we ſhould take the ſame 
courſe with them that they do with us, and ſay 
that thoſe uſed by the Fathers, were not the 
ſame in Number with ours, hut in Kind only, 
and that therefore their praRtiſe is not at all of 
force to us, would they not laugh us to ſcorn? 
And if wz. may argue from the uſe of ſome, to 
the uſe of others of the ſame kind, why may we 
not argue from the abuſe of ſome to the abo. 
liſhing of others of the ſame kind ? The Church 
of England heretofore thought we might, and 
therefore {( as I told you even now.) renders 
this as the weightieR reaſon of the aboliſhing 
of certain of the Ceremonies, that ahey had 

e2n. 


We, ab 
theen {- much: abuſed. 2. The Papiſts, have 


IS. 


T2 


-pot only the Ceremonies, as to ſome 
individuals of-them ; bue-likewiſe as-to.the 

whole kind,and that by a general conſecration, ,,,,,., 
As to inſtance in the Sign,of the Croſs; Pope prr ;, 
Stephan the 5th! conſecrated.it to ſuch and ſuch dift. 5.c; 


Jdolatrous uſes 1n-general- : by virtue whereof 7*- 


every individual Croſs ig an Idolothyte,and ſo ,_ ., 
unfit for religious uſe. For, as the Fewsin con- 23.10, 
Lſecrating the ſheaf of the frſt-fruits,conſecrated pan.1.s, 
the whole harveſt; and as Nebnchadnezaars 
.Pciek in offeting ove diſh wpon the altar of Bel, 
.hallowed all that was upon the Table, ſo that 
Dame! nouldnot eat of any part thereof, leſt he 
ſhould defile himſelf; ſo this Pope in conſecra- 
ting the tign of the Croſs in general, conſecra- 
ted every individual Croſs 10 particular, and 
hath thereby faſtened ſuch'defilement on it, 
28 all thewater of Tiber will not waſh off, 

Qs. 32, Whether, if our Adverſaries will 
be deviſing and determining ſuch matters of 
Decency and Qcder, (hould they not pitch up- 
on ſuch things as are not only free. from-the 
forementioned evils,: wherewith the Ceremgo- 
nies ſtand julily charged, but likewiſe have in 
them ſome good ? They ſhould not only. ſez 
that what they decree and appoint be lawful, 
butthat ic be good, expedient and edifying. 
Our Savioxr tells us that the anſauonry Salt, 
which 1 good for nothing, # caſt forth, And 3 
though ſomethings that Pax! was moved to do, 
were in themſelves /awfs/, yer becauſe they 
were not expedient 'and edifying, he would-not = 
dothem. «All things (faith he) are: lawfel 1 Cor. 6. 


Wnto IZ, 


\ (90). 
unto ue, but all things are net oxpidront 5 al 
things are lawful for me, Ins I will not by brought 
wander the power of 'aky, He would not uſe any 
indifferent things, how innocent. ſoever they 
were in themſelves,or how eminent ſoever the 
were thatcommended or urged them, 
any further than' Chriſtian wiſdom and charity 
told him they were expedient, And hedid not 
ovly endeavour to promote expediency and edi. 
fication in the uſe of indifferent- things in his 
own praiſe, but alſo exhorted others to do it, 
1 C07.14., Let all things (ſaith he )* be done to edifying: 
25. There ſhonld nor any thing come into, or Con- 
tinue -in-the houſe of God, but what may do 
ſervice in it. The Fewsſh Ceremonies were 
laid akde for this-reaſon, becauſe they did not 
Heb.13-9. profit ſuch as were exerciſed therein. Thoſe then 
that bear rule in the Church, muft not only ſee 
that what they inſtitute and injoyn be not evil, 
but likewiſe that it be good. They miſt nor'on- 
ly ſee that it tend not to- the hindrance cf the 
Mat. 12.-Goſpel, but to the furtherance of it. If they 
36- muſt beware of sdle words, then much more of 
4 n - ne lt and unprofitable works. Peter Martyr, Chen 
wenn c/aſ; min, and other reformed Writers teach, That 
4.c.4.ſ.4. all Ceremonies whatſoever that are inexpedient and 
P-771. wnuſeful, ought to be thrown ont of the Church, 
mmnee + And ſome of the Papiſts ſay the ſame. Aquina 
rit.$.228, ſaith, It # ſufficient for the caſheering of a thing 
Comment that it Le not profit able-or edifying, Nay Bellarm, 
in 2C9. renders this as the reaſon wherefore the Tra- 
T.3. 2,” ditions of the Scribes and Phariſees were'un- 
effe#. ſa: lawful, becauſe they were vain and wrprofitalle. 


4.2..32. Some amongſtus demand, #hat bur: there us in 
P- $9o--*. 25 the 
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We Ceremonies, and what evil we can ſee in them ? 
Now this even in the judgement of Papiſts is 
{ frivolous queſtion ; for we muſt not only ſee 
that what we uſe in the Worſhip of God, be not 
#31, but that it be good ; not aly that it be not 
hartful, but that it be belpful. And how then 
will our Adverfaties juſtine the Ceremonies, 


"Fince they are ſofar from being good and helpful, 


= they are manly wayes evil and burtful. 
"They diftutb the peace of the Church, deftroy 
Chriſtian Liberty, occaſion the diſpleafing of 
Magiſtrates, throw out many hundreds, if not 
thouſands of godly Miniſters, ſuppreſs the 
preaching of the Word, bring it into contempt, 
raw away the hearts of people from ſpiritual 
matters, undo multitudes of families, ingroſs 
much precious time which is ſpent in the ftudy 
explaining, oppoſing, and defending of them, 
orieve many good Chriſtians, cauſe many to ſe- 
rate from our Congregations, and ſome to 
Teave the Nation, draw upon us the cenſure of 
forreign Churches, harden Papiſts, weaken the 
Proteſtant Intereſt, and rejoyce Satan and all 
that bear 1[l will ro us, Or if you would ra- 
ther have it from the mouth of a ſtranger, who 
may be ſuppoſed to be more impartial in the 
caſe ( though I alledge nothing but what is 
too well known to be denied ) hear the learn- 


ed. and judicious Zanchiws ; ſpeaking of the x,;q ,; 
Surplice, and ſuch like Veſtments, They avail Regin. 
wot ( ſaith he ) ro edification, that us, to further Eltz.col. 
piety, but rather tend to the overthrow of it : nor *7" 


to any good order, but rather to diſorder, for they 
confaund godly and wicked Paſtors ; whereas it us 
meet 


from one another even by their garments, Newbery 
do they makes Chriſts Spouſe comely, therefore wy 
ought not to yeeld.to them, And a little after, 
What profic or wholeſome wſe ( ſaith. he ) cas 
Chriſtan People have ; 4 On the contrary 
we have ſhewed,that godlineſs is weakyed by them, 
the pure Worſhip of Gad is violated, Popiſh Super. 


frition ts by luttle and little called back, , the dh 
are offended,the wicked are confirmed and hardened | 


in their ungodlineſs; the weak in Faith are brought 
into hazard of their Salvation ; they are Ae 
of mauy evils given, Monks and other popiſh 
Preachers are hereby helped to confirm Tu 
ers in their ſuperſtition ; the wrath of God is pro: 
wvoked againſtus ; thoſe things which God would 
have to be deflroged, are hereby Luilded again by 


1s; the whale face of the Church is defiled ard diſ. 


aced ; there 1s a foul fin committed againſt ho- 
weſt and good Laws, forbidding the putting on of 
ſtrange and outlandiſh yore and ſo the whole 
Church 1 diſhonoured, the peace of the Church, 
yea of many Churches ts troubled ; one Miniſter #s 
ſet againſt another, the Conſciences of the godly 
are diſquieted, the Minds of good Men are offond- 
ed, God's Spirit s made ſad in them ; and this ap- 
ple of contention Us caſt 44 it were upon the T able of 
the gods, Thus he. And are theſe the bz{t mat- 
ters of expediency that our Convocation after 
ſo long deliberation can help us too? The Lord 
in his own due time dzliver his poor Church 
from ſuch expedients, 

Qs. 33. Whether they ſhould not content 
themſelves with the ſame fimplicity in the 
Worſhip 


meet and. equal that they PAY be tofingwiſue 
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It Worſhip of God in $3 dayes, that the primi- 


9) 
tive Chriſtians, following the Reps of Chiift 
a5d:his Apoſtles, did content themſelves with 
in theirs ? If: they ought nor, let them declare 
their grounds; :--If they ought, then what do 
they with fo many. gaudy 1nventions, which 
the primitive Chriſtians 1n their dayes knew 


nothing of > + Had-they any ſuch fately Carhe- 
tralr, Quires "and Organs as are amongſt us ? 
-6r if the infelicity of che rimes wherein they 


lived would not-[permit the aRual- having of 
ſugh-rbings, yet did they diſcover any incli- 
nation- or defire after them ? Or, to let ſuch 


macters wholly paſs, had they any Croſs in Bap- 


nſm, kneeling at'the Sacrament, bowing at the 
Name of Teſs, 'Swrplices and other Veltments, 
which our Adverſaries keep ſuch ado about, 
arcounting the Worſhip undecent, and diſor- 
devly chat is without them ? © No, it is well 
known they had no ſuch things, :If you would 
have a particular account of the antiquity and 
Hſe of the Ceremonies you may read Bugenha- 
give his Commentary upon FJoxah, who hath 
there inſerted the Hiſtory of them, and ſhew- 
ed when and how-each of them came into the 
Church. In-the mean time hear what others 
fay concerning the primitive: Churches, and 
their Rate, ag-to the Ceremonies in general. 


. Bollinger ſaith, it never came into their mind De Orig- 
that any Rite, beſide what Chriſt ordained, wonld "+ (+2: 
profit the Church, ' Chemnitins ſpeaking of the x77. pr. 
fimplicity of the Apoſtles, ſaith, t continued 2.de Rir, 
for a ſeaſon after, the Sacraments being admini- Þ. 228. 


fired only wth thoſe Rites which have the Com- 
| mandment . 


Epiſt. ad ſhewing how the Apoſtles upon the Aſception 
Rez Elix of Chrift, aboliſhed the Ceremonies of Aaron, & 
c01.243- how the Papiſts an Camps pore oe 7; 
be better to follow the pron ſimplicity of t s 
or the 1mpious pomp of the Papiſts wy 1 ou 
De Eccl. Nay,hear what Camero,a noted FormaliR,hath; 
Let #s confider ({aith he) the Primitive Church 
c. 10, flonriſhing more in the times of the Apoſiles than 
p. 560. ever it did afterwards ; who will not admire the 
great ſimplicity in all points, and efpecially in Ce- 
remonies ? for excepting the celebration of Bag- 
tiſms by wa ing of Water, and of the boly Supper 
according to the Lord's Inſtitntzon,. iy taking the 
Bread and Wing , and d:ſiriburing them after 


thankſgroing 2. excepting alſa the Invpoſition of 


hands upon thoſe who extraerdinerily recerved the 
haly Ghoſt, whether it were in 4 general calling, 
of a particular, to a charge un the Church, 'and 
axointing for a miraculous healing the ſick. ; I ſa 
theſe excepted, there will not be found any other Ce- 
remony in theſe prinsitive times; ſo admirable wat 
their ſimplicuy, And berewith- agrees that 
Rer.Ger. Which Rhenanys tells of Wipefridus, born at 
L.2:p.98. Kirton in Devonſhire, afterwards firnamed Boni- 
face. Being asked whether it wore [awful to (4: 
crifice with wooden Chalice: ? he anſwered, the 
inold time there were Golden Priefls aud Worden 
Chaltces, but now Wooden Prieſts and Golden Chae 
Ration, {067 Which ſaying Doro. bumſelf, though 
I 1 de Pi- ſo great a patzon and friend to,theCeremonicy 
aur. makes uſe of to ſhew how; the Rate of things 
Coins was altered, and how unlike the times wherein 
& "4 he lived wee to the primitive, Then there 


ments 
Eccl.f.7. Was 


mundment and Example of Scryture” Zanching 
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On 1 
was more of inward zeal, and leſs of outward 


pomp 1; bat: now there "is more of outward 
ae 1\ens leſs of inward zeal. Then the 
minds of -Chtiftians were: ſet-upon Psayers, 
Tears and Martyrdom ; but now they are ſet 
upon Ceremonies, and how they may do all 
things inflate, and pleaſe the eyes and ears of 
carnal ſenſual people, -who had rather hear a 
nnkiing Cymbal, than the found preaching of 
the Word. \How our Adverſaties that ſo much 
cry up the Prowetrve Tamer, and upon all oc- 
caſions are urging us with.them, will juſtific 
this their departure from them, I ſee nor. 


Qs. 34. Whether they thould not conſult 
the proceedings of the beſt. Reformed Chur- 
ches, and fo- far as they a according to the 
common Rule, - bold communjon with them ? 
Certainly Feſws Chri#F. -would have them to do 


it. He would have his whole Church, to be 4 Pl-122.3. 


« City campatitogetber., He would have all his 
Servants:to beonc,and to:hold communion with 
each other, and prayeth that they may do.it, 
ſuggeſting that h1s Name and Glory aze- con- 


cerned init». Metber pray 1 (ſaith be) for theſe 74h, 15. 
ns, Gino cali Bak ebavy corn” ane, 


throngh their ward ; that they all may be one '« 
thou Father-artin me, ani 4 in thee, that they 
alſo may be ove 1m us, that the World may believe 
tharthou-haſt Tent me. It's-trwe, we are maioly 
to endeavour union in Faith and the principal 
DoRrines' of: Religion, but yet-we are not to 
negleR itin other things ſo far as it is attain» 
able, but to.do all we cav.to procure it.  Jo- 
| ſephns 


l.2. Þ. ſam manner, and nobing differ in\munner and 
1072- converſation one fom-anether,” s the only way. to 
eftabliſh amity and concord in 4) Commonnealth; 
And our Adverſatics themſelves" when they 
are pleading ee ag in wy own Nati- 
on, can tell us, that from diver} 5.d:fts 
Biſhop of from diſuke, enwity; from emit fo m_y 
Worceſt- ons oppoſition, ſepavation and: ſchijes, * And: is 
rouching Uniformity in the outward mode-of .Worſhip, 
Mr.Bax- ſo neceſſary amongft-particular Churches 1n 
tcr,9.18. the ſame Natioh, /atid-1s it notatall neceſſary 
with Churches-of different Nations, agrecing: 
with us in all points belonging to the founda- 
tion, and bordering thereupon? Ix: not the 
Nathe and Honour of-Chriſt conceta't as weth 
in the one as itt the-other ; nay, more confpi- 
cuouſly and eminently” in the one thin the 0. 
ther? "Wherefore then, whiltt they are ſuch 
pretenders to Uniformity, do they -leave their 
Brethren, and retaits the Ceremonies which: 
they have caſt off Þ\-What the common jud 
ment and praice of the Proteffant Churches, 
is, we may without -troubling'but ſelves with 
patticular inquiries, learn fron what-is ſug- 
Parſtrat. geſted to us 1n-general by the great Chamer :, 
t 4. de ſa» Diſcourfing of the Rites of Baptiſm; and con- 
cram, l. denining the Papifts for ufing fo-many things. 
15: c 16, denining the Paps r afing fo many things 
/e8, 25, in it, not appoinred by Scripture; hecomes to 
2.:97. examine the Anſwer'given in by Vaſquez, who: 
Hedgerh the ſattie againſt us ; to. whom in the 
name of the Proteſtant Churches iwgeneral,;he. 
makes this Reply. We obſerve (ſaith he) comely 
circumſtances in the calibration of the Sacrament, 
bus 


Cont. Ap. ſephits ſaith , Ts worſhip one God ull-afier thy 
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| ( 92.) 
| but we juſtly condems thoſe who have added ſuth 


things, unty which they have fancied myſteries and 
proper fignifications, and that of thoſe effects which 
appertain to the Water of Baptiſm ; as rhowgh the 
work muſt be twice or thrice done, and rhat divine 
Inftitution were nothing, or not ſufficient, wnleſs 
belped out by bumane temerity, And this Bellar. 


wine» Who had been amongſt the Proteſtant |, 
Churches, obſerved of them; and therefore p.g: 


having ſpoken of their own ſtately Cathedrals 
adorned with Croſſes, Images, eAlrars, Lamps, 
and how they begert devorion, ſaith, that i» the 
Temples of the Hereticks there 1s nothing but a 
Pulpit for the Minifter to preach in, and a Table 
to recerve the Communion from, And he after 
mentions it as the common opinion of Prote- 
flants, that God ts not to be worſhipped by any Ce- 
remonies, but ſuch as be Tar hath appornted, 
Notwithſtanding this, Mounſeur Durell would 
per{wade us that the reformed Divines beyond 
the Seas are for humane Ceremonies, and that 
they approve of ours as lawful and commen- 
dable. And for proof hereof he produces ma- 
ny teſtimonies, be how far they fall ſhort of 
doing what he would have them, I leave to 
the intelligent and obſervant Reader tg judge. 
He that in peruſal of him will but remember to 
diftinguiſh betwixt al Reformed Divines be- 
yond the Seas, and ſome few : betwixt what 
thoſe few ſay upon certain evidence of the ſtate 
of things amongſt us, and what upon pelpable 
wiſ-information : betwixt what they ſay of Cir- 
thwſtances of Decency and Order, and what they 
ſay of Ceremonies in 4 proper ſenſe : betwixt 
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(98) | 
what they ſpeak as to an extraordinary jun- 
Qure of Line. or ſpecial caſe, ſuch as ours was 
when we came out of Popery, and what as to a 
Rate of Liberty : betwixt what they ſpeak out 
of their compoſed ſtanding judgment, & what out 
of meer ſympathy and amb to their affli= 
ed, ſuffering brethren, and the Churches then 
under their charge ; he, I ſay, that will but ob. 
ſerve theſe and (ſuch like diftin@ions, will ea- 
fily ſee that all his teſtimanies wherewith he 
makes ſuch ado, have little in them for him. 
You have already heard what Chamer in the 
name of his own, and other Churches ſpeaks, 
And you have heard likewiſe what Bellarmnes 
obſervation was of them. Were it needful I 
might weary you with Teſtimonies both of 
4 Proteſtants and Papiſts, to the ſame purpoſe ; 
but I ſhall only offer to you one, inſtead of 

many. It is that of Dr, Bilſon, afterwards Bi- 

ſhop of Wincheſter,who ſpeaking to the Feſmites, 

of ſome of the Reformed Churches of greateſt 

0f Chri-eminercy, which they inſtanced in as moſi fa- 

ftran jub= yourable to their Religion, he tells them, That 

jeetion, they were fo far from admitting the full doſe of 

_— :P+ their Hereſies, that they could by no means digeſt 

P one dr am of their ('eremonies, Now if Uni- 

formity be to neceſſary, and the Churches be- 

yond the Seas have layd down the Ceremo- 

nies, wherefqre do not our Adverſaries do the 

like > Where'do they Ray behind their Bre- 
2 SaM- thren ? Wherefore, like the men of Judah, are 
15:02. they the Laſt to bring the King Lack to his Throne ? 
Wherefore do they ſtil retain the Ceremonies, 

to the offending of their Brethren, the draw- 

ing 
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( 99 
ing of their ceniſure upon them, and the beget- 
ring of uncomfortable jealouſies and differen- 
ces > Whether doth not this their unneceſſa- 
ry departing from them, lay them under tne 
manifeſt guilt of Schiſm ? Among other un- 
juſt impurations that they labour to aſperſe us 
with, they commonly charge us with Schiſms, 
becauſe we joyn not with them in the Ceremo- 
nies, and are not they in the mean time more 
truly and eminently guilty of it, when they will 
not joyn With other Churches in aboliſhing and 


Seas have left us, and not we them, and there- 
fore if they'l have Communion with ws un the out- 
ward Forms of Worſhip, it's fit they (hould returs, 
and fall in with ws, not we with them, Anſw, 
That they have left us, is true, bur little either 
to our credit,or their diſparagement ; for they 
have left usno otherwiſe than we have left the 


Papiſts ; ſo that they may take up Biſhop Jewels 4pol Fce. 
words, and ſay concerning us, as We 1n him, Angl. p 


ſaid concerning them. We have departed from 35” 
them, and for that cauſe give thanks to God, and 

atulate our ſelves in it; but from the Primuroe 
Church, from the «Apoſtles, from Chriſt, we have 
not departed, As it is-not the ſuffering, but the 
cauſe that makes Martyrdom ; ſo neither is it 
in the judgement of our Adverſaries them- 


ſelves, the departure, but the cauſe that makes See My. 
the Schiſm, And therefore we are to enquire Cheyrel 


X s 4 a. of So, In; 
Whethe: thzy had not cauſe to depart from us; caifi.d. 


4 If 6,, 65. 
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caſting them away? {1s there not more danger On 


( as a friend of theirs very juſtly demands ) :» Iren part 
the ſcandals of Churches than perſons ? But per-1+ c.5.p 
haps they'l ſay, That the Churches beyond the ***: 


(100) 
If they had, the charge of Sch:/m falls not upot” 
them but us, who occafioned their departure, 
But adtnit they and we ſtood upon even terms, 
yet it is more reaſonable that we ſhould fall in 
with them than they with us. x. Becauſe they 
were before « in Chriſt, lead the way in the Re- 
formation, and delivered the Goſpel to us; ſo 
that they may reaſon with us, as Pas/ With the 
" 1C0Y.14 ("*orimthians, What ? came the Word of God out 
3'* from you, or came it wnto you only? 2, Becauſe 
they exceed us both in number and greatneſs, 
Mr. Park, And it was the courſe of the Ancients ( as one 
4 -— or hath ſhewed by ſeveral inſtances) to take that 
<.3./e, may Which the greateſt number of Churches 
15.p.159, did chalk out to them, Nay, and our Adver- 
ſaries themſelves, when we urge them to wave 
the Ceremonies , anſwer us with diſdain 
enough, and ask, Whether they being the greater 
number are to give place toms, or we to them? 
Now if there be reaſon that in lawful matters 
the leſs number of perſons, of the ſame Na- 
tion, ſhould give place to the greater, is there 
not likewiſe reaſon that in lawtul matters (ſuch 
as the aboliſhing the Ceremonies is ) the leſs 
number of Churches of divers Nations, ſhould 
alſoin order to the perfecting of Communion, 

vive place to the greater ? 


Os. 35. Whether ſhould they not treadin 
the [teps of godly and holy Martyrs, who loved 
not their lives unto the death,but ſacrificed them 
in the cauſe of Chii(t? I propound this the ra- 
ther, becauſe they urge it as a conſiderable evi- 
dence of the lawtulneſs cf the —— 
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that ſome godly Martyrs in their life time, al- 
lowed al made uſe of them. Now if it be 
any evidence of the lawfulneſs of them, that 
ſome godly Martyrs allowed and made uſe of 
them, is it not much more an evidence of the 
unlawfulneſs of them, that in thoſe dark times 
wherein the world wondred after the Beaſt, and 
dored on his Superſtitions, there were yet 
found many holy men, who afterwards died 
Martyrs, that utterly diſliked and condemned 
them 7 What then will they ſay to the Old ,, ” 
Waldenſes, ſo famons for their Orthodoxneſs ,j —— 
and purity ? Did not thouſands of them dye Wald. pr. 
Martyrs ? And did they not conſtantly refuſe 3-{+1.c.6. 
to conform to any of thoſe Ceremonies of the 7434: 
Church of Rome, which they perceived to bave 

no neceſſary uſe inReligion,but tended rather t) ſu 
perſtition than edification ? Did tney not contemn 

all Cuſtoms of the Church which they read not 
in the Goſpel? and did they not hold that choſe 

things which were appointed by the Biſhops and 
Prelates, were not to be obſerved, becauſe they were 

the Traditions of men and not of God ? And doth 

not T huanw, a late Popiſh Hiſtorian, upon this pp «.; 
oround liken them to the Puritans of England ? remp.z.1. 
And whoever will but take the pains to com- 4.5 p.177 
pare them, will find that as they were aRted by 

the ſame Spirit, and walked by the ſame Rule, 
ſo they maintained the ſame Principles,and ſufe 
fered in the ſame Cauſe. But leaving them, 
what will our Adverſaties ſay to, Rogers, Hoop- g., ag; 
er, Ridley, Bradford, Hawks, Philpor, Gibſon, and 
Denly and others of our own Nation > Were Mon hift. , 


of therr 
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x02 ) 
not they men famous for their holineſs and 
zeal ? Did they not dye Martyrs, and did they 
not reſolutly proteſt againſt the Ceremonies, 
declaring they would ue none but thoſe inſtituted 
by Chriſt ? 1f then either the judgment or pra= 
Eiſe of holy and blefſed Martyrs take place, 
the Ceremonies muſt down, 


Qs. 36, Whether ſhould they not take 
countel of, and iygitate our former grave and 
learned Biſhops, that by their excellent labour 
have made themſelves famous throughout the 
Churches ?- If they ſhould, what will they ſay 
to Hooper, whom I mentioned before, who was 
not only a Biſhop, but a Martyr ? or what will 
they ſay to Fewel, Pilkinton, Weſipbaling and 
others, who notwithſtanding the rgnorance and 
Superſtition of the times wherein they lived, 
and the eminent places they ſupplied in the 
Church,did for all that,not only exerciſe much 
moderation, and forbearance in the matter of 
the Ceremonies, but alſo gave evident Tefti- 
monies of their diſlike > The truth hereof is fo 

Gruern. Evident, that Mounſewr Durelldoth of his own 
ment, Þ. accord, not without ſome ſhew of relenting, 
259+ confeſs it. Speaking of Biſhop Hooper,he ſaith, 
It ts well known, that good and prom man,who [uf- 
fered death for the teſtimony of Chriſts truth ( to- 
gether with man) other godly Biſhops of the Church 
of England) had a ſtrange weakneſs about the 
Ceremonies, of which he could not be cured by any 
of his friends, As then, the unlawfulneſs of 
the Ceremonies is a point that hath been ſeal- 
ed by the blood of zealous and holy Martyrs, 
> | : | yu 
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' ſo it hath been atteſted by the judgement and 


practice of grave and learned Biſhops; 


Os, 37. Whether, leaving the pious fim 
plicity of the Primitive Chiiflians, Reformed 
Churches, Faithful Martyrs,and godly Biſhops, 
do they well to go to the Veltry of Antichrilt, 
and there: take up a company of gaudy Veſt- 
ments ( with other ſaperſticious tuff ) bring - 
them into the honſe of the Lord, and there make 
uſe of them in his Worſhip, to the great grief 
of their brethren that would fain ſee it carry- 
ed on in a more pure and holy manner? If 


Achay finned in bringing a Babyloniſh' garment 7:1, 5.x; 


znto the Camp of Iſrael, and if Tobiah finned in 
bringing his furmturg into the chamber of the 


Houſe of the Lord, and that ſo greatly, that Ne Ncb-138. 


hemiah wat ſorely grieved at it ; What then do 
theſe men do in bringing ſuch a deal of Anti- 
chriſts Ruff, polluted with his abominations, 
not only into the Camp of 1ſrae, or into the 
Chamber of the Houſe of the Loxd, but into 
the Houſe it lelf, nay to the very Altar 
thereof ? 

Qs, 38. Whether, is not this putting of 
themſelves into #$arb of Antichriſt, a wearing 
of his Livery, and a doing of ſpecial honour to 
him? That 1s too manifelt to be denied, And 
ſhall thoſe wh» pretend to be godly Biſhops 
go and do ſpecial honour to him 2 Would not 


Mordecas, though commanded by the Perſian Eh. 3.2. 


King, bow or do reverence to Hamas, b:cauſe 
hz was an Amalckite, and of a ftock that God 
would have deſtroyed; and yer ſhal they go and 
H + - co 


_ (204) 
do honour to Antichriſt, the implecable enemy 


of the Son of God, whom he will ere long con- . 


2Theſ.:. ſun with the ſpirit of his month, and defiroy with 
| the brightneſs of hu coming ? 


Qs. 39, Whether, is not this putting of 
themſelves into the garb of Antichriſt, and 
wearing his Livery in the uſe of the Ceremo. 
nics,an aſſuming of his Image, and a receiving 

Rev.7-3- of bis Mark ? The holy Ghoſt ſhews, that as 
13.16 Chriſt hath his Mark, wherewith he ſeals his 
Servants, and diftinguiſhes them from others ; 

ſo Antichriſt hath his mark, wherewith he alſo 

| ſeals his ſervants and diſtinguiſhes them from 
others, Now the Ceremonies being propria 

T. 3- de inſignia, or ſpecial badges or notes of dilcrimi- 
EFF. Sat. nation, whereby ( as Bellarms, teaches) be will 
42-£:31- have bis vaſſals diſtinguiſhed and known from 
| 93+ thoſe of other Religions ; whether may they not 
be ſaid to be this his mark, and thoſe that uſe 

them ſaid to receive and bear it ? If Writers of 

great eminency and authority are not miſtaken 

they may. Parews approving of the judgment 
Comment of Dr, Abbot Biſhop of Sar:ſbnry, ſaith, His 
= _ mark is twofold, the one common to all, the other 
-_ peculiar to thoſe that buy and ſell. To that which 
i common ( ſaith he) belong thoſe things, which 

he hath commanded to be in : common uſe of all ; 

4 the obſervation of Faſts, and Feaſts, inſtituted by 

him, the adoring of the Hoaſt, the Kiſs of peace, 

the worſhiping of Images, anricular Confeſſion,the 
performance of the penitential Rites, and the reſt 

of thoſe things required of bims, not of God. Bat 

the peculiar mark ( he ſaith) «x the Oath of the 

0-0 Spi- 


We WW Www "_ ww ww ” Gu_—_ CPS 


wy 
* 


ro57 


« mm Buyers and Sellers, wherewith brudivg 


themſelves as in 4 ſpecial Bond, they promiſe Obe- 
dience and Subjeftion to him, and for a teſtimony 
thereof ,they are ſeparated and divided from the reſt 
of the Church, by certain particular Rites and 
Rgl:gions, preſcribed by bim, as Vows, Unttions, 
Shavings, Veſtments. Thus he. \Who though he 
do not place the mark of the Beaſt ſolely in the 
Ceremonies, yet he teaches that they are com- 
prebended in 1t, But the Divines of Germany 


who oppoſed the Interim, reduce it to a nat- caral. t. 
rower cotnpaſs, and tell us, that the Popiſh13-P-593+ 


Rites wrged upon thens, were the very Nytes, Cha- 
rafters, and Name of the Beaſt ; and that the 
third Angel appointed to preach againſt the Image 
of the Beaſt, and the recerving of '- Mark,, #s no 


ther than the Miniſters that withſlaxd the tail of gee 4. 
Amichrift left bebind bim in the Church, Others pier and 


do yet reſtrain his mark to a narrower compaſs, 
| ſay " That the holy Ghoſt doth in an eſpe- 
cial manner aime at the Sign of the Croſs in 
it» And to render it more probable, we may 
obſerve this, That as there is not any Rice 
which the Papiſts more dote on, imploy and a- 
buſe than it, ſoit is that which they make uſe 


of more than any, to diſtinguiſh them from 0- 


thers, What more ordivary, when they are in 
aſtrange place, than to notifie co one another 
who they are, by making with the hand a Sign 
of the Croſs, as if that Wzre the very Badge of 
their Religion ? But admit that we could not 
make it out to our Adverſaries, that either the 
Croſs in particular, or the {"eremomes in gene- 
tal, are the mark of the Beaſt, yet whether 
* ſhould 


A 
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ſhould they make uſe of them ( eſpecially they 
being in other reſpe&s, as you have heard , {@ 
evil ) fince ſuch learned and judicious men 
have reputed them to be it? If the Commande 
in Scripture touching the avoiding of Scandal, 
matters of bad report, and ſuch like things, be 
of any force, they may not do it. 


Qs. 40. Whether this their taking up and 
uſing the Rites and Ceremonies of Antichriſt 
be not ( at leaſt ina degree) a giving him the 
right-hand of fellowſhip and an holding com- 
wwnion with him 2 That cannot reaſonably be 
eain-ſaid ; for as both the notation of the word, 
and the Randing uſe of. it ſhews, Communion 
isno more then Coitio in Knum, or a becoming 
of one, whether in judgment, aft<Rion, privi- 
ledges, obſervations,or any other thing where. 
in weare capable of joyning. So far as we dif- 
fer from any Se& or Society in any of theſe 
things, ſo far we fall ſhort of Communion With 
them ; and fo far as we agree or are one with 
them in them, ſo far we may be ſaid to hold 
Communion With them, And therefore. if our 
Adverſaries agree with Antichriſt, and are at 
ope With him as to the Ceremonies he uſes, ſo 
far they mutt needs be ſaid to hold Communion 
with him. And may they lawfully hold Com- 
munon with him? Is he not an Apoſtate, an 
Heretick, an Idolater ? Nay, is he nor ( as his 
Name imports ) the dire& enemy of Jeſus 
Cariſt and his Truth ? And hath not God ex- 
preſly prohibited us to hold Communion with 
luch as are his enemies ? hath he not Ws 

en 
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den us the uſe of many things unqueſtionably 
lawful, nay in ſome degree neceſſary, and that 
for this very end, thac we may not hold any Exod.zo. 
fellowſhip with them, or ſeem in the leaſt to *5225- 
approve of their wayes ? Read the places in Levih.a 
e Margent, and orthodox Expolitors upon 19. 19,27 
them, and you ſhall ſee that as he forbad big 2: 20.23 
people in former times ( and us in them ) in* ogra 
eneral, to do after the manner of other Nati- , $4, £. 
ons, ſo likewiſe, that the reaſon wherefore he 8. 
forbad them ſuch and ſuch things in particular, ! Chr. 15. 
and blamed them for the uſe of them, was be-, 7 
cauſe he would not have them to hold fellow- 5, 1 w_ 
ſhip with them,or become one with them. And 2Chyr.13.9 
hence we find that his ſervants in after-times, Exeh,8, 
underſtanding this to be his will, were Very pops 1s 
cautious of having any thing to do with ſuch ajar. 6.7 
kind of People, either in Religious or Civil / 
matters. Hiltorians tell us of the Chriſtians | 
of former times, that of all other things they took yy, 7 
fare 8 this, that they bad nothing common with cent.z.c. 
the Manners and Cuſtoms of the aka Nay, $-col.141- 
ſuch was their holy zeal and caution, that ler 
them be Heathens, Fews, Hereticks or what they 
would, they would not have Communion with 
them, no not in the ſmallzft matters, unleſs 
they would lay down their enmity, come into 
Chiiſt, and cloſe with his truth and wayes, See Mr. 
They wonld not worſhip towards the Eaſt, wear _ 
Garlands, Faſt on Fridays, bring Wine and Cake? ,,,,1.c x 
mto the Church, ſing Songs of Hallelujah and joy ſe&.16.x. 
wn the Calends of January, celebrate Birth-days, 1570 
ſet Lights at their doors, b2cauſe they Would not freſb ſuit 
ſymbolize with Heathens, They would = part 2.p: 
| 0Þ- 43e. 
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obſerve Eaſter at the uſual time, look in Prayer te 
wards Jeruſalem, ſe the word Prieſt or Sacrifice, 


forbear decking their houſes, or dreſſing of meat on 
the Lords day, or have a Lamb to ropreſent Chrifh 
becauſe they would not hold Fellowſhip with 
the Fews. They would not Faſt on the Lords 
day, uſe Trin-1mmer ſion in Baptiſr, abſtain from 
Fleſh, have Lights in their Worſhip, ſhave thir 
Heads, ſo as to leave long hair below ; and all be- 
cauſe they would not do after the manner of 
the Heretichs. And they who ſtood out in this 
z2alous oppoſition againſt theſe enemies of the 
Truth, were not a company of the Vulgar ſort 
only, who commonly have a zeal that 1s not 
according to knowledge, but the eminentef 
Lights of the whole Church, and the ffrongeft 
tefenler of the Chriſtian intereſt, Neither 
were they a few of thoſe only, aRing ſingly and 
privately, but whole Councils , both Provincid 
and General, and thoſe too of the molt Ortho. 
dox and Famous that ever were ſince the Apo» 
ſles times, Neither did they ſtand out in Re- 
ligious matters only,but alſo 1n ſuch as were of 
a civil & common nature ; nor in ſome weightier 
things only, but alſo in ſuch as in themielves 
were ſmall and trivial, as the wearing of a Gar- 
land, celebrating a Birth-day, and the like, there- 
by declaring to the World their utter dereſta- 
tion of them and their wayes, And if we 
come nearer our own times, and conſult the 
Writers of the Reformed Churches, we ſhall 
find that they (treading in the Reps of the An- 
cients, and imitating their godly zeal ) do 
unanimouſly cry down Communion With the 
ence 
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enemies of the Truth, whether /»fidels, Idol a 
ters, or Hereticks, as not onely #»/awfull, but _ 
nicious and dangerow. Zanchius tells Queen —_ l 4 
Elizabeth, that we owght to bave nothing at all —_ my, 
te do wth the Papiſts in the buſineſs of Religion, 
ave in thoſe things which they bave common with 
the Apoſtles, And Gualter ſaith, that: common Com. in 
ſenſe admoniſheth Chriſtians to abſtain from all the £#© ot: 
Rites and Ceremonies of Infidels and Hereticks.! 208. 
To theſe I might add many more, ſpeaking to Ames, 
the ſame purpoſe, but it is done by others, anc Jn, 
therefore I forbear, Beſides, that we ſhould ;, 456. 
thus decline communion with Infidels and He- 
reticks, 18 a Truth ſo plain, that ſeveral of the 
Papiſts themſelves, though the greateſt uſers 
of forreign Rites, do own and teach it. Gra- 
tin ſpeaks againſt the obſerving the Calends of Oo 
January, and adorning of houſes with Laurel and c,uſ. 16. 
cen Boughs, becauſe the Pagans did ſo, Ard q7.c.13- 
ons Would not have Chiiſtians to cele- pony = 
brate Play-dayes in the beginning of the Spring, CI 
becauſe the Heathens were wont to do the like 1n 
honowr of the Mother of their Gods, And Bel- T.2. 1.:. 
larmine tells us, that ſhaving was forbidden the d<Monac. 
Jewiſh Prieſts, leſt they ſhould be like to the Prieſts *Þ+ 49 
the Gentiles, And Vaſquez ſaith, that God COL. 
orbad the Iſraelites the uſe of Images, and the 1.2. diſp. 
ſettin «p of Stones and CMonuments, becauſe he 4 £3» 
would not have them like the Canaanites and «ther 
Idolaters. And as for Hereticks, the Khemnſts 
Will not have us ſo much as uſe their words, Anner. in 
We ſhall (ſay they) keep the Fanb of our Fathers, ' —_ 6, 
if we keep their very words; but avoid we the (#4: 
words of Hereticks, although they ſeem to have no 


harm 
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* barm in them. Now things being thug, thit 
the People of God muſt not do after the man- 


ner of ſuch as are of a ſtrange Religion, nor 
hold communion with them ; how, on the one 
hand, will the Papiſts juſtife their doing after 
the manner of Heathens, Jews and Turks, and 
holding communion with them ? and how, on 
the other hand, will our Adverſaries juſtific 
their doing after the manner of the Papiſts in 
the uſe of their Ceremonies, and holding com- 
munion with them therein ? 

#, 41. Whether this their giving to the 
Papitts the right-hand of fellowſhip, and hold- 
ins communion with them in their Cereno« 
nies, be not likely to beger in them a greater 
liking of their way, and to confirm and ſettle 
them in it > Whether inſtead of bringing them 
over to us, is it not likely to beget in them 
hopes that we will return to them ? Hear what 
Zanchiue Caith. This recalling (ſaith he) of Po« 
piſh Garments, your gracious Majeſty may believe 
me, will be a greater evil than perhaps it may 
ſeem, even to wiſe men, at the firſt bluſh. For me- 
thinks I ſee and hear the. Monks crying out with 
very loud woices in the Pulpits, both confirmin 
their followers in their improus Religion, by he 
example of your gracious Majeſty, and alſo ſay- 
ing, What ? doth not even the Queen of England 
alſo, a moFt learned and prudent Princeſs, begin 
by little and little to come back.to the Religion of 
the holy Church of Rome, the moſt holy and ſacred 
Veftments of the Clergy-men being taken on again? 
We are to be in good hope that the day will come, 
wherein they will at length, though now they be 
rhenght 
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thought to be dead, rrcal alſo albthe other Rites 
and Sacraments of the hotly Church of Rome. 
Theſe and ſuch-like words, no doubt , moſt prudent 
Queen, the Moncks and Jeſuntes will uſe in the 
Pulpits. For they take all occaſions to confirm their 


Superſtitions. Therefore to recal theſe ſtinking 


Garments, and ether rubbiſh of the Popiſh Church, 
mnto the Church of C hriſt at this time, what us it 
but to give the Papiſts an occaſion,and the beſt that 
may be, to confirm & harden themſelves and theirs 
in their Superſtitions, and alſo to help them in this 
buſineſs? Thus he. Andit is well known that 
our ufing of their Rites and Cuſtoms doth fur- 


defence. They do not onely argue for their 
Maſs-Book from our Service-Book, ; and the ne- 
ceſlity they aſcribe to the Sacrament from our 
private Baptiſm ; and their Abſolntion, Anricu- 
lar Confelſer and Sacramem of Penance, from 
our Abſolutiox of the Sick, preſcribed in the a= 
foreſaid Service-Book, ; but they likewiſe argue 
for their Croſs from owrs; and for other Rites 
uſed by them,from thoſe uſed among us. And 
thus the Fathers of our Church, who yet would 
be looked upon as the onely malls of Papiſts, 
inſtead of refuting the Arguments they had b2- 
fore, help them to new ones ; and inſtead of 
convincing them of their errors and evil ways, 
and reducing them from them, encourage and 
ſettle them in them. And ſhall the Prophers 
of Feruſalem, firengthen the hands of evil doers, 
that none return from his wickedneſs ? Let them 


know for this, that if they repent not, the Lord 
wall 


- : : See Mr. 
niſh them with Arguments againſt us, and ſup- parker C1 


ply them with ſomewhat to ſay in their own the Croſs 


part I, Cs 
3: ſe&4.6, 


Þ.1 35s 


er. 22, 
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wil be againſt them, and that be will feed thew 
with wornewoed, and maky them drink the water of 
Gall; and that bis whirlwind ſhall go forth in fu- 
by againit them, even 4 grievous whirlwind, aud 
it ſoa fall grievouſly upon their heads, | 


Q«.42, Whether this their zealous retain- 
ing the Ceremonies of the Papiſts, and hold. 
ing communion with them therein, be not an 
argument that they have a ſecret defign, when 
the wind tands right, to return to them again ? 
If they have not ſothe purpoſe that way, what's 
the reaſon that notwithſtanding all the ſollici- 
rations and intreaties of their Brethren, to lay 
the Ceremonies afide, and all the unhappy I} tl 
conteſts they have occafion'd amongſt us, they 
will not be got to doit, but chooſe to hazard F| C 
Religion, Peace, Laws, Liberties and all, ra- | tt 
ther than they wil part with them 2 What doth || fo 
this hold forth, but that they uſe them in a || bt 
Sacramental ſenſe indeed, that is, to fignifieto || th 
the Papiſts that they have a ſecret reſpect for || th 
them; and that as they came from them, ſo || th 
they have a purpoſe to return to them? Whe- | in 
ther it bz ſoor no, I will not poſitively affirm, Þ th 
bat it is manifeſt the Papiſts hope it is ſo, and |} th 
we fear, if opportunity ſerve, it will prove ſo, || te: 
If they would have us to lay afide our jealou- } R« 
fies, let them lay afide the Ceremonies that do I /f 
occaſion them, Ir hath been uſual tharwhen I ho 
any Nation or People have ſet up ſuch a Reli- || /ed 
vion, Whether good or bad, they have alſo ſet Þ| /ak 
up the Ceremonies of that Religion. When || 9» 
the Iſraelites fell to the worſhip of —__ the 

owe 
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howtd the hyer to Badd; and when they fell to 1-19.18 
the worſhip of the Calves,they kifſed the Calves, Hoſ.13.2 
$o when Gregory ſent AuguFFine the Monch hi- Beds 
ther into England to reform things amonglt us; Re. 
and when one of his Succeſſors Agents ſwore * © 
Jerom of Prague to the Church of Rome ; and _—_ 
when the Emperoxr urged the /nterim ; they rienſ.ſeſſ 
each of them exated aſſent to, and complyance 19. 
in the Ceremonies. And ſo,on the other hand, Genedbr. 
it hath been uſual that wh:n any Nation or = = as 
P-ople have thrown out ſach a Religion, they = ads 
have With it thrown out the Ceremonies be- 
longing toit, When the ſraeltes threw afide 
the worſhip of Baal and the Calves, they nei- 
ther bowed to the former, nor kifled the lacter; 
but as they deſpiſed them, ſo they did their 
Ceremonies. And when the Heathe»s forſook 
their Idols; and turned Chriftiavs, they alſo 
forſook their Ceremonies, refuſing ( as I have 
before ſhew'd) to have any thing common with 
then; or thoſe that worſhiped them, So when 
the Churches beyond the Seas caſt off Popery; 
they likewiſe calt off the Ceremonies belong- 
ing fo it, not ſuffering ſo much as a dram 
thereof to remain. As the morning uſhers-in 
the day, ſo the Ceremonies of aty Religion 
tend to the introducing and bringing-in of chat 
Religion, And therefore (ſaith Azguſtine ) 
If ye enquire how tht Pagans may be convinced, Ty, 19, 
how they may bt enlightned, how they may be cal- de Verbis 
led to Salvation, forſake all their Solemnities, for- dom. ſer, 
{ake their trifles ; and if they will not conſent to as 
our Truth, let them yet at the leaſt be ham'd of 
theit own pancity, And upon this ground Pope. 
I Zechary 


. 


4:7, = ,; feaſt and dance after the manner of the Pagans, 
he forbad them to do it, for this reaſon, /eft 
Paganiſm ſhould re-pullulate and ſpring up again, 
And have not we cauſe to fear, leſt the re- 
taining of Popiſh obſervations, may occaſion 
the ſpringing up again of Popery, as well as 
thoſe men had cauſe to fear leſt the retaining 
of Paganiſh obſervations, might occaſion the 
ſpringing up again of Paganiſm ? I believe all 
thoſe that are affeQed to the Proteſtant Inte- 
reſt as they ſhould be, judge we have. 7 would 

Ep cuida (ſaith Peter Martyr ) that thoſe who think, theſe 

_ 912 things ſhould be retained among#t us, ſaw that the 

—_— * continuing of them will indanger the removal of 
the Goſpel, But it Was not he only that ſaw 
danger in it, but others likewiſe, who there- 

In Cypri. 2Pon Warn'd us to beware of it. Goulart 

an. cp.56 ſaw ſo much danger in the very Croſs, that he 

nere3t. ſaith, If we mean to maintain the Dottrine of 
Chriſt crucified, we mwſt aboliſh it, Let not 
therefore our Adverſaties think it trange that 
upon our obſerving their tenaciouſneſs of the 
Ceremonies, and lothneſs to part with them, 
we become jealous that they have more reſpet 
for Popery than they would have the world to 
think they have; and that if circumſtances 
would fairly concur, they would attempt the 
bringing of us back to our former ate. 
Qs. 43. Whether is it not probable (all 
*. things conſidered ) that they retain the Cere- 
monies on purpoſe to ſerve them as inſtru- 
ments in the promoting of Popery 2 Whether 
| 1s 


| | ( 14) © EY 
Decrer. Zechary proceeded ; and therefore when he 
part 2. ſaw ſome celebrate the Kalends of Fanuary, and 
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15 it not to be feared that they retain thertt to 
keep up the memory of it for the preſent, and 
to ſerve them as Engines to help them to wind 
it in amongſt us when a fit opportunity pre= 
ſents it ſelf ? They know very well that the 
Ceremonies of Rome may be of great uſe to 
them to prepare the people for the Doarine 
of Rome ; and that if ever they can get Popery 
in amongſt us, 1t will be no ſmall advantage to 
them to tell the people, that the Ceremonies 
and Doane of Rome, being like the Harlots 
attire and ſongs, both of the ſame tamp, they 
ought to go-together z and that therefore as 
they have hitherto uſed the former, fo it is fit 
they (hould nowcloſe with the latter, As for 
the peoples fleeing to diftinRions, and telling 
them that though they uſed the Ceremonies of 
the Paprſts, yet they uſed them not in that ſenſe 
that they do, not one in a thouſand ( as they 
themſelves know and confeſs) is able to do it; 
and if they could, yet how ſoon can they take 
them off it ? How eafily can they tell them, 


were theirs ; as the Papiſts make their Cere- 
monies neceſlary, ſo did they theirs: as they 
aſcribe efficacy to their Ceremonies, ſo did they 
to theirs, With theſe and ſuch like Anſwers 
how eafily will they take the ignorant people 
off what they will have to alledge in their own 
behalf > And what a ſnare then will the people 
find themſelves in? what a temptation then 
Will they lie under, to ſubmit to whatever they 
will urge upon them 2 Now this our Adverſa- 
ties know ; and therefore, I fay,fince they urge 

I 2 tae 


ber Eccl, 
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that as the Popiſh Ceremonies are Images, ſo ſe#,6 
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the Ceremonies with ſo much zeal, that they 
will'not b2 got upon any terms to lay them a- 
fide, bur will part with Peace, the preaching 
of the Word, Religion, and all, rather than ler 


them go; is it not likely in the judgment of 


any indifferent perſons, that they intend them 
as Engins todraw in the body of Popery, when 
an opportunity for ſuch a work offers it ſelf ? 
Sure I am that divers learned men in a paral- 
Jel caſe thought as much, Witneſs what the 
Divines of Hambargh ſay concerning the Ce- 
remonies of the [»terims, T heſe indifferent things 
(ſay they) are nothing elſe but the ſeeds of cor- 
ruption, the nerves of Papiſtical Superſtition, and 
the little paſſages by which our Adverſaries endea- 
vourr to creep into our Churches, that they may 
turn them off the foundation, And the Divines 
of Saxony ſpeak to the ſame purpoſe. Satan 
(ſay they) from theſe ſmall beginings of the Cere- 
monies makes progreſs to the corruption of Doftrine 
it ſelf. And Sleidan tells us, that the reaſon 
wherefore the Proteſtants diſliked the [nterim, 
was, becauſe they looked upon it 4s that which 
world open 4 way to the body of Popery, Many #- 
mongft us are ready to ſay, Alas, what are two 
or three Ceremonies ? what danger is in them? 
what are they to the buſineſs of Popery ? but 
we ſee the Proteſtants of Germany thought 0- 
therwiſe, they look'd upon them as the in-lets 
of Popery, and upon that confideration with- 


' Nood them. And how well is it known that 


little matters have produced great events, and 
that ſmal beginings have in a ſhort time grown 


up to no leſs than a Rupendious magnitude ? 
Who 
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Who would ever think that a company of 
Moles, Froggs, and ſuch like deſpicable ani- 
mals, (ſhould overthrow whole Towns and Ci- 
ties, and yet (as Plizy ſhews by various inftan- 


ces) they have done it, in Spain, Theſſaly, Nat. Hiſt 
France, and ſeveral other places > Who living {-#-c-29, 
in the Apotles times would ever have thought, ?:535 


had not the Sciipture foretold ir, that the My. 
ſtery of Iniquity, then in working, would ever 
have aſcended to ſuch a monſtrous height 2? 
what a grain of Muſtard-ſecd was it in thoſe 
dayes? yet iy a ſhort ſpace zt grew and waxed 
4 great tree, ſufficient to lodge the Fowls of the 
Air in the proud branches thereof. But to 
come yet nearer to our preſent caſe; What a 
ſmall matter was the Croſs in the beginning? 
Ac the firlt it was only an 3»d:fferent thing, then 
became boly, after neceſſary, and at the laſt a 
filthy /dol, Now if the Croſs became ſo great 
a thing in a ſhort time, when it had not been 
uſed before, what may it (if Providence pre- 
vent not) in a ſhort time become in theſe days; 
when it hath nor only been uſed before, bur 
likewiſe 15 at preſent of ſuch account amongſt 
the Papiſts ; nay, of ſuch account amongſt 
us, that a Child muſt not be received into the 
Church without it ? In a word; as ſmall things 
as the Ceremonis ſeem to b2, they may (if not 
looked to in time) come to kindle fires to burn 
vs all to aſhes, as well as other humane inven» 
tions, as (mall as they in the beginning, cid for 
multitudes of our blefled Anceſtors, who ſuf :- 
red in Hes.the 8th, and Queen Mary's dayes, 
That we may therfore ſecure our (elves againit 
I 3 the 


( 118 ) 
the tyranny of Babylon, and inherit the bleſſing 
Pſ.137.9 belonging to her detiroyers, let's ſpare neither 
oreat nor ſmall, bit let us take even the Cere- 
monies, thoſe /ittle ones thereof, and daſh them 
againft the ſtones, 

Qs. 44. Whether is it not evident ( not- 
withitanding all the advantages and opportu- 
nities We have had of carrying on the Reforma- 
tion ſo happily begun amonglt us) that our Swx 
is gone back many degrees, and that we are 
much nearer to _—_— now than we were ma- 

Epiſt.ad ny years ago? Zanching took notice that we 
Re HER were 2one back in his time, and told Queen 
*43* Elizabeth of it. And ſeveral learned men have 
inſtanced in divers particulars, both in Do- 

&rine and Worſhip, wherein we are nearer to 

Popery now, than we were in King Edward 6, 

Freſh- dayes, As for Doctrine, Dr. Ames hath (hew. 
ſurt>Part ed that the Articles printed 1552, ate in di- 
1+F-115* vers reſpects better than thoſe that have been 
printed and ſet forth fince. And as for Wor- 

ſhip, the Liturgy uſed then 1s in many particu+ 

- Jars to be preferred before that we have now. 
ob This a learned Knight took notice of many 

pec. Þ. . O : , 2 

1<2-154, Years ago. And the caſe is plain, for in the 
Sc-ipt. former (as Bucer notes) the Convocation- houſe 
Arg'. left ſeveral things to the. peoples diſcretion, 
a ” which in this they require and impoſe. As for 
p05 yan bowing the knee (ſay they) ſigning with the ſign 
ceſſiry of of the Croſs, elevation of the hands, ſmuting of 
Reform. the breaſt, and ſuch like geſtures, ut ſhall be free 
$4” aq for every one to follow his own opinion, And as 
Exam. for Veltments, Dr. Corn, Burgeſs hath ſhewed, 
1-59- and Mr, Pry out of hip, that the Parliament 
| | | in 
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in the 5th and 6th years of King Edward's 
Reign, did not only appoint the Book of Com. 
mon- Prayer to be reviſed and amended, but that 
the uſe of the Rotchet, Swrplices, (aps, and 
ſuch like things preſcribed in the former Book, 
ſhould be quite laid afide. Nay our declenfion 
is ſo viſible, that the Papifts themſelves take 
notice of it, and triumph in it. HeYe what a 


Jeſuite ſaith. Proteſkamiſm ( ſaith hf) waxeth See Mr- 


weary of it ſelf, the Profeſſors of it, they eſpecially 


of greateſt worth learning and authority, love tem- preface, 
per and moderation, and are at this time more un- ſett. 20, 


reſolved where to faſten than at the Infancy of their 
Church, Their Churches begin to look with anew 
Face, their Walls to ſpeak a new Language, their 
Dottrines to be altered in many things, Thus you 
ſee that inſtead of improving the priviledges 
and encouragements God hath vouchſafed us, 
and going on forward with the work of Refor- 
mation in the uſe of them, we have gone much 
backward. Inſtead of razing Babylon to the foun- 
dation, we begin to favonr the duſt thereof, and 


build again the things we have deſtroyed, and ſo Gat-z+18. 


in the Apoſtles language, make our ſelves tranſ- 
greſſors. 

9.45.If the Ceremonies are ſuch Innocent, 
Decent, Edifying things, . as our Adverſaries 
pretend they arz, how comes it to paſs, that 
Atheiſts, Papilis, Blaſphemers, Drunkards, 
Whoremaſters, and the whole rabble of Impi- 
ous and Profane Perſons are ſo much for them ? 
If they are what they ſhould be, how comes it 
to paſs, that the Worſt of Men are lo in love 
with them, ſo zzalous in obſerving them, fo 
] 4 violent 


” (120) 
violent in urging and preſſing them 2 How 
comes it to pals that they are moſt in requeſt 
where Chiilt is leat taught, and leaſt in re. 
queſt where be is moſt raught ? Bucor obſer- 


Cenſur. 


Lir. Angl Ved long 2g0, that People where the Goſpel was 
c, 1. 458 painfully preached cared not for theme, but in places 
where ut mas unknown there they reverenced them, 
It is pretended that they teach the People ”— 


ritual Truths, and Dygies ; but if it be ſo, how 
bappeneth it ( as Biſhop Jews! ſaith inthe caſe 
Repl.ars. Of Iages)tbat mbere there is greateſt [ore of ſuch 
14.dv.1o Schoolmaſters, the People are ever moſt ugnovant # 
2-519 Nay, bow bappeneth it, that People upon their 
Converſion care (© little for them ; nay, do 
thereupon take up ſuch diſlike and contempt 
of them? How happeneth it that theix very 
hearts do riſe agaivli{ them, and that of their 
own accord without any perſwahions to it? If 
they are ſuch convenient uſeful things, as they 
are ſaid to be, how happens it that the Woiſer 
ſoxt of men are ſo fond of them, and the Better 
fo much again them? I confe(s its poſſible 
that a wicked man may be in the right, when 4 
good man is in the wrong ; but yet I ſhould 
think it no leſs than a wonder, if the profane 
crew,that are Children of wrath, eſtranged from 
God, and that do not ſo much as deſire the know- 
ledge of his wayes, ſhould ſucceſlively from ge- 
neration to generation, hit upon the Truth - 
and that the molt gratious holy men, that are 
enlightned by the Spirit of God, are under a Pro- 
mile of being /ed into al Truth thereby, and 
that ſpend their days in reading the Scriptures, 
Praying, holding Communion with God , 
EO EO = _ ſhould 
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ſhould ſucceſſively, from generation to gene- 
ration, lye in darkneſs and error. Though all 
men are fallible, and therefore to be followed 
with ſuſpition and caution, yet its ſure far more 
likely that thoſe who for God, and conſequent- 
ly beve bis ſecrets with them, (honld poſſeſs the 
Truth, than that a company of carnal, ſenſual 
diflolute ones ( for ſuch are the generality of 
= that and for the Ceremonies ) ſhould 
01, 

Qs. 46. If the Ceremonies are what they 
are (aid to be, how comes it to paſs that God 
doth not ſet bis ſeal to them, own them and 
bleſs them > How comes it to paſs that thoſe 
Miniſters who are the moſt zealous defenders, 
urgers, and obſervers of them, are (0 inſucceſ- 
ful in their Miniſtry > How comes it to paſs 
that they fall ſo far ti of others in the work- 
ing of grace and holineſs in the hearts and 
lives of their People ? I could mention two or 
three old Non-conformiſts,of whom if I ſhould 
ſay that they have brought more ſouls to Chriſt 
and Heaven, and done more to the demoliſh- 
ing of Satans Kingdom and Intereſt, than all 
the Biſhops, Deans, Prebends and Canons in 
England, I believe the People wold ſecond 
me. Nay, (to drive this inquiry yet a little 
further ) if the Ceremonies are what they 
ſhould be, how comes it to paſs, that ſuch as 
for a ſeaſon Rand our, and afterwards Conform 
to them, do ſo far fall ſhort, both in DoQarine 
and Manners, of what they were before? It 
18 notoriouſly known that ſome who hereto- 
fore were agunlt them, and have fince fallen 

| in 
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in with them, are become as much unlike in 
Prayer, Pceaching, Conference, Life, to what 
they were before, as the Tree in Winterto Fir 
What it is in Summer, th 


Qs. 47. Whether do not you think that IÞ w; 
many of thoſe who Conform, cloſe with the Þ} xo 
Ceremonies, rather to avoid Sufferings and |} of 
oain Preferment, than out of any real liking I} jn 
they have of them ? Sleidan tells of 1ſlebizs and }} ,, 

Com.1.21, Sidomns, that they defended the Popiſh Ol and NN 
p.376. Chbriſm, that they might go away more unttions, | w 
Caral.t. And Schluſſelburg ſaith the like of George Ma- || tþ 
13 P95 jor the Schoolman, And we have good reaſon || ,, 
to think that many amongſt us make uſe of the JF v, 
Ceremonies rather that they may have their | w 
Liberty, and gain wnttious Places, than ont of | w 

any good grounds that they have for the law- || 

fulneſs of them, And were the Scales turned, }F ay 

and Preferment layd in the other end, there || þ 

were little doubt to bz made, but they would | v 

be as ready to profeſs their diſlike and difſent, || yy 

as they have been to declare their afſentand |} þ, 

Num.z, conſent. Sure I am that ſome of them, before } |} 
17.  Balaks Engine came to be uſed upon them, || «, 
ſpake as contemptibly of them, as thoſe do who | n 

ſuffer for refufing them, d 


Qs. 48. Whether, ſince the Ceremonies \ 
are (uch things as in the foregoing particulars n 
I have ſhewed they are, would it not be a very ' 
oreat (in in us, if out of deſire of Liberty, or . 
npon any other account whatſoever, we ſhould C 
20 as many do, and declare our #nfained aſſent ol 
an | 
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and conſent to them, and being reſtored to our 


Miniſtry , ſhould uſe them in the diſcharge of 
it> Certainly if they are chargable with thoſe 
things I bave alledged, and 1n part proved 
again them, we ſhould very greatly offend if 
we ſhoulddo it. The People (till cry out to us 
to Conform,and not by our filence hinder them 
of the benefit of our pains; but alas, they are 


in this like thoſe Paul ſpeaks of, underſtanding rTim,n,7 


neither what they ſay, nor whereof they affirm, 
We give not over our Miniſtry out of idleneſs, 
worldlineſs, tim?rouſneſs, unfaithfulneſs or 


the like, as the bireling doth, but out of conſci- John 10. 


ence towards God ; and that we may make it ap- 
pear, we believe as we have taught, and that 
we are willing to ſuffer rather than fin, which 
we are verily perſwaded we ſhould do, if we 
ſhould conform to the Ceremonies. Things 
are got toſuch a paſs, that we cannot have 1li- 
berty to preach unleſs we cloſe with them, and 
we cannot cloſe with them, unleſs we leave the 
Word, which is the meaſure of truth and falſ- 
hood, good and evil. And may thoſe that are 
the Miniſters of Chriſt, and have been imploy- 
ed in teaching the authority of the Word, the 
neceſſity of keeping to it, and the danger of 
departing from it, go and leave it themſelves ? 
No ;Balaam, as mad as he was, will teach us 


I2s 


ſounder doQtrine, If Balak ( ſaith he) would Num-22. 


give me bu houſe full of ſilver and gold, 1 cannot 
go beyond the Word of the Lord my God,to do leſs 
or more, But to this an wx Adiaphoriſt 
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Objets; 1. That the Apoſtles Ly direttion of Sprint: 


the holy Ghoſt, and upon reaſons of common and 
| ade 
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aſſand. 
Anglican 
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perpetual equity, did pratkiſe themſelves, and cau- 
ſed athers to prailiſe, yea adviſed and injojned (4s 
matters good and neceſſary to be done) Ceremonies 
4s inconvenient and evil in many main and mate- 
rial reſpetts, as the Ceremonies injoyned and pre. 
ſcribed in'our Church are ſuppoſed to be. From 
whence (ſaith he ) it follows, that to ſuffer de. 
privation, for refuſing to conform to the Ceremoo- 
mes of our Church, i contrary to the Doftrine and 
Prattice of the Apoſiles, Anſw, 1, we muſt de- 
© Ringuiſh berwixt ſuch, Ceremonies as are of 
2». anico Divine Inſtitution, and ſuch as ace only of Hu- 
cuid.in mane. As for the Ceremonies the Apofiles 
Angl.p. uſed, they were ſuch as proceeded originally 
1125- from God, and were appointed by him;but ours 
are of no ſuch extration, they were ferch'd 
from the very den of Aztichriſt, with whom 
he hath forbidden us to hold Communion, Now 
though it be true, that Gods own inſtitutions, 
when they are kept up longer, or converted 
to another uſe then they were at firſt deſigned 
for, ceaſe to be his Inſticutions, and become 
the Inſtitutions of men; yet there is far more 
reſpe& belonging unto them than there is 
( caters paribus) to any inſtirutions of men 
whatſoever, and that in regard of the divine- 
neſs of their extraion, And therefore though 
the Apoſtles (ſhewed ſo much reſpect to the 
Ceremonies of the Jews, yet it 18 not to be 
thought that they would have done the like to 
others. Suppoſe ſome in their times had 
brought in ſome of the Ceremonies of the S4- 
maritans of Pagans, and had urged them up- 


on them and others, whether co you think they 
wouid 
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would have ſhewed the like reſpeR to them, 
they did to thoſe of the Jews? Ir is not likel 
they would. If they would not comply wich 
the Scriles and Phariſees in the uſe of their 
Ceremonies ( as I have ſhewed they would 
not) much leſs would they have complied with 
Samaritans ot Pagans in the uſe of theirs, 
And if they would not have uſed the Ceremo- 
pies of Samaritans or Pagans, much leſs would 
they have uſed the Ceremonies, of Anticbr;ſt 
(ſuch as ours are) had he exiſted in their dayes, 
2. We muſt diſtinguiſh betwixt ſuch Ceremo- 
nies as God hath own'd,and blefſed, and made 
eminently uſeful in his Church; and ſuch as 
he hath never own'd, nor bleſled, but hath ra- 
ther born witneſs again and curſed, by ren- 
dring the endeavours of ſuch as have been the 
greateſt defenders of them ineffeAual. Now 
for the Fewiſh Ceremonies, as God did at the 
firſt inſtitute them, ſo he was pleaſed after- 
wards all along, until the time when they were 
to be laid afide, to own them, and make them 
uſeful-in his Church ; but as for the Ceremo- 
nies of Antichriſt, he hath been ſo far from 
owning them, or making them uſeful, that he 
hath followed them with remarkable ſymptoms 
of his diſpleaſure, And therefore though the 
Apoftles,in order to their more decent and ho- 
nourable burial, might for a ſeaſon uſe the for- 
mer, yet it doth not therefore follow that they 
would have uſed the latter, or that we may do 
it, 3. We muſt diftinguiſh betwixt ſuch Ce- 
remonies as have been abuſed by Idolaters, 
and by them made Idols,and ſuch as have =_ 
e 
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The Jew:ſh Ceremonies though they were abu- 
ſed, yet they were never abuſed that way; but 
ours have been, and thatin a high degree, as I 
have before ſhewed. 4, We muſt diſtinguiſh 
berwixt what is done only for two or three 
times, in a ſpecial exigence, and What is not; 
As for what the Apoſtles did, they did it in an di 
extraordinary juncure of things, betwixt the 


taking down of an old Adminiſtration, and the th 
ſetting up of a new one, before they had n 
throughly publiſhed the Goſpel, or inftruced || © 

the People in the Doftrine of Chriſtian Li- - 


berty. What we dois in no ſuch junRure, but 
ina time when the Goſpel hath been preached h 
all the World over, and the Church hath been || © 


_ fully inſtructed in the Liberty belonging to her; 4 


Epiſt.19. 


and that upon ſuch grounds as render them ne. 
ceſſary atall rimes and in all places. Ange. f 
ſaith, That the obſervation of the Fewiſh Ceremo- : 

nies at that time was to be approved ; but that 
time being over, it was tobe deteſted. 5. We muſt 
diſtinguiſh betwixt ſuch Ceremonies as are q 
uſed in a myRical Ggnificant manner, and ſuch fo 
a8 are not. Though the Apoſtles uſed the Few- || ** 


iſ Ceremonies, yet it doth not appear that || "© 
they uſed them in any myſtical way,but only as ra 


circumſtances of order and policy, ſerving to 
unite the Chriſtian Jews and Gentiles, But f 
ours are to be uſed as teachers of ſpiritual My- F 
ſeries, and in that ſence we muſt either allow þ 
of them,or elſe we cannot declare our unfained z 
afſent and conſent to the Service-Book, neither '| 
approve our ſelves in the uſe of them, obedient } ,, 
Sons to the Church, 6, We inuſt diſtinguiſh | © 


= 
w® 
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betwixt ſuch Ceremonies as tend to the pre= 
venting of Scandals, and Separations, and ſuch 
as tend to the begetting of them, The Jew: 
Ceremonies ſerved to unite the afteFions of 
divided brethren, but ours (as the experience 
of many years hath fully evinced ) ſerve to 
divide the affeQions of united brethren; and 
therefore being of the number of thoſe things 


that God hath declareda peculiar barred againſt, Pro.6.19, 


we ſhould be ſo far from bringing them into 
the Houſe of God, and ufing them there in his 
Worſhip, that we ſhould calt them out from us 
with no leſs than deteſtation and abhorrency. 


Indeed the Author I now deal with, refle&ts gn, , 
the charge on us, and ſaith, that Non-conformi- Ang p.68 


ty # the occaſion of Diſcord, and I confeſs itis ; 
but yet no otherwiſe than Naboths keeping his 
Vineyard was the occaſion of his Roning ; or 
the Apoſtles preaching the Goſpel was the oc- 
caſion of their Impriſonment. For as that 
which they did, had nothing in its own nature 
that might provoke juſt and righteous Magi- 
ſtrates to exerciſe ſuch ſeverity againſt them, 
ſo neither hath our Randing out againſt the Ce- 
remonies any thing in its own nature (it being 
no more than our duty ) that may move thoſe 
we have to deal with,to withdraw their affe&ti- 
ons from us. But 2, He goes on, and tells us 
that when two works or duties commanded of God 
do meet in one pratliſe, ſo as we cannot do them 
both, but one of them muſt of neceſſuy be done, the 
other muſt of neceſſity le left undone, 12 this caſe 
the work or dnty of greater reaſon muſt | e perform- 
ed, and that of leſſer reaſon muſt be omuted, and 

it 
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it i: 4 fin to negleit the greater to perforins the leſe. 
ſev ; out of which croned he aſſumes, That » 
the Deftrive and Pratlice of ſuffering Deprivation 
for refu ſing to Conform, doth mr men to negleft 
eater duties to performs the leſſer, The former 
e proves by ſeveral inſtances, as the Priefts 
ſacrificing on the Sabbath, Davids eating of the 
ſhew-bread, the Dsſciples plucking the ears of 
corn, and ſeveral other inſtances of the ſame 
nature. To all which I ſhall anſwer briefly ; 
And x, We muſt diſtinguiſh betwixt ſuch 
things as are evil accidentally, that is, meerly 
becauſe they are forbidden, and ſuch as are e- 
vil fimply and in their own nature, Now 
thole things which theſe Servants of God 
did in caſes of ſpecial neceſſity, were not fim- 
ply and in their own nature evil, but only be- 
cauſe they were forbidden, Neither were they 
forbidden abſolutely, but only ſo far as the for- 
bearing of them might conſiſt with the avoid- 
ing of greaterevil. Bur the caſe is far other- 
wiſe withus ; for in order to the gaining of 
our Liberty, we muſt not only do thoſe things 
which are evil meerly becauſe they are forbid- 
den, but becauſe they are ſo likewiſe in their 
own nature ; as the declaring owr #nfergned af- 
ſent and conſent tounwarrantable Obſervations, 
fabulous Stories, unſound DoArine, as alſo the 
ſcandalizing our Brethren, faſhioning. our 
ſelves to Idolaters, honoting of Intages and 
Idols, with many other things which would 
have been evil though God had never by any 
poſitive Law forbidden them. 2. We muſt di- 
ſtinguiſh betwixt ſuch neceſſity, as God —_ 
ſelf, 
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ſelf, either by his poſigve Command gr ſpecj- 


al Providence layes upon vs, and ſuch as op» 
preſſive and vnreaſonable men bring us under, 
The Inflances alleaged were of Gods making, 
and therefore nothing at all to us who are inthe. 
hands of men, thas forbid us that liberty, that 
he hath not oply allowed ys to ufe, but com- 
manded us to maintain. Now though God 
who hath power oyer his own Law, bz pleaſed 
to diſpenis with our non-performance of thoſe 
works and duties which be himſelf, cither by 
his poſitive Command, os ſpecial Providence 
doth diſoblige us from, yer we muſt not think 
that he will in like mepner diſpenſe with our 

omiſGon of thoſe works and duties, which uns *' 
godly men out of theis enmity to hjm, and his 
g3yth, do forbid us to perform, and we our of 
timerouſneſs or Worldlineſs do thezeupon neg- 
let. And therefore though the Prieſts, Das 
416, the Diſciples and others, did ypon urgent 
neceflity laid upon them by God himſelf, a& 
Conmary to ſome politive Laws, yet we mult 
net thiok cliat chey would have done it upon the 
bare command of men, how great ſoever, with- 
cut ſuch neceflity, This we may gather from 


the example of Dawe/, who would rather ad- Dz#n. 1.8; 


venture upon the offending of the K:ng and in- 
curring his diſpleaſure, than he would eat of 
his polluted meet ; and from the example of 


the Maccabees, who would rather endure the 2 Mace, 
vceatelt toxments, than taſte of Swines fleſh, 7+ 2. 


Though the Kings meat and Swines fleſh were 
both of them contrary to the Ceremonial Law, 


yet no doubt if Proyidence hag brought them 
K into 


n oZO 
into ſuch a ſirait as Darrd and the D:ſciples 
were in,they would have eaten as well as they; 
' but being there was no neceſſity for it, ſave 
what the command of man made, they would 
not do it, So as to our caſe ; though we ſhould 
ſuppoſe the things required of as, to be ſuch as 
that in a caſe of ſpecial neceſſity layd upon us 
by God, wethight do whem, yet doth it not fol- 
low that we may do them out of ſuch a neceſ- 
ſity, meerly upon the command of man ; Nay, 
it appears by what I have here alleaged, that in 
ſuch a caſe only,we might not do them. And ſo 
much for Anſwer to the ſubſtance of what is 
4 — alledged by this Authour. Others of the ſame 
caſc.p 37 Adiapboriſtical ſpirit ſeeing that ſuch ſhifts as 
theſe are to» groſs to ſerve their purpoſe, en- 
deavour to ſubtilize the matter, by telling us 
that Authority doth not expe& that we ſhould 
declare our wnfeigned aſſent and conſent to all 
and every thing contained and preſcribed in 
and by the Book of Common. Prayer, and Ad- 
miniſtration of the Sacraments and other Rites 
and Ceremonies of the Church, abſo/utely, but 
comparatively, Anſw, 2, How ſhall we be al- 
ſured that Authority expe&ts no more ? Its ra- 
ther likely that they,taking all ſo contained and 
preſcribed, to be ſound and neceſlary,look that 
we ſhould do ſo too, and declare as much in 
ub'ick. And therefore if we will declare, we 
mult declare in that ſenſe, otherwiſe we equi- 
vocate, and deceive their expeRations, 2, The 
Letter of the Declaration leads to an abſolute 
ſence, and therefore unleſs Authority put ano- 
ther upon it, we mult look upon that as being 


the 
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the only ſenſe intended by them. But 3, ſups 
poſe Authority intended ſuch a comparative 
ſenſe, yet might we not cloſe With it ; for how 
can we lawfully declare our #»fe:gned aſſent and 
conſent to the uſe of unlawful things, which we 


| Rtand bound w»fe;ignedly to diſlikes and diſſent 


from, and endeavour the extipation of ? Ag 
we may not declare our #xfe:gned diſlike of and 
diſſent from what we do anfergnedly aſſent and 
conſent to,amd Rand bound to maintain; ſo nei- 
ther may we declare our #»feigned aſſent and 
conſent to what We unfergnedly diſlike and diſſent 
from,and ſtand bound to extirpate, If declaring 
our #nfeigned aſſent and conſent to the Ceremo- 
nies be x fit and proper means for the extirpat- 
ing of then, then we may do it, otherwiſe not, 
Q. 49, Whether, fince we cannot declare 
our unfeigned aſſent and conſent to the Ceremo- 
nies, or in the courſe of our Miniſtry make 
uſe of them without the guilt of fin, may our 
Adverſaties perſecute us for refuſing to do it ? 
Whether may they revile & reproach us for it, 
and repreſent us as perſons Schiſmatical, and 
Turbulent, anworthy of the favour of Aatho- 
rity, or imployment in the Church 2 Whether 
may they throw us out of our places and filence 
us,not only to the undoing us and ont families, 
but the" rendring of us uſeleſs to the People, 
whoſz neceſſities do cry ſoloud in our ears for 
help? Whether do you think it is a good work, 
and ſach as they may look back upon with come 
fort when they come to dye, to ſet up a compa- 
ny of Ceremonies (in their own judgment 
necdleſs) that we cannot cloſe with, and then 
K 3 pers 


132) 
perſecute us for refuſing > Whether is not this 
to bwild the Sepulchres of their Patbers,that per- 

ſecuted the Martyts in Queen Mares dayes, 

and ſhake bands with the bloody Inquiſitors ? 
Whether do you think it is agreeable to the na- | 

ture of the Chriltian Religion, for them to 

compel men by civil penalties to a complyance 

with them, and perſecute them if they do but 

. _ In the leaſt vary from them ? Whether may 
Th Vit: they with Procrwfies the Tyrant Riretch out all 
hes” they meet with to their own Rature, and wrack 
DeImper, d<Minto conviction and obedience ? The An. 
c 3.1.9 p. tents whom ſometimes they ſeem to have in ſo 
55. -much veneration (if we may credit the quo= 
Right uſe tarions of Grotzws or Daike) thought and taught 
of og quite otherwiſe. They were fo far from ap- 
p.171,17 3. Proving the uſe of a Coercroe power in the buſi- 
See alſo neſs of Faith and Religion, or the exerciſing of 
=p Et I-force and vnolexce upon diflenters,that they look- 
þ » "> edupon it as unchriſtian grrel: gious, unreaſonable 
ſ.114p.64.contrary to the example of God andChriiſt,and 
contrary to the practice of the Saints. Nay, they 

looked upon it as the znvention and work, of the 

D:vil, and upon thoſe that did it as his Friends 

and Friends, And did they think it unlawful to 
perſecute or uſe violencefor the Faith it ſelf, 8 

the very ſubſtantials of Religion, 8 yet do our 
Adveriaries think they may do it forxctrcum- 

Rances > Did they think ic Tawful todo it for 

things neceſſary, and do our Adverſaries think 

they may Co it for things indifferent ? Do they 

think that the ſticking at a ftivolcus, vain Ce- 
remony, is ſufficient ground for them to dek- 
vir.men up to Satan, throw them into priſon and 

undo 
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undo them ?' if ſo, who will ever think they 
regard Scripture, Reaſon, or Fathers, more ? 
Who will ever think that they regard the peace 
of the Church, propagation of th: Goſpel, or 
bz Humanity more ? If this be the Spirit of our 
| Mother the Church, who will ever think her re- 
ligious or Compaſſionate more > Who will not Lam.4.3. 
take up the words of the Prophet,and ſay, That 

e ts become cruel like the Oftriches in the wilder- 
neſs > Who will .not count her hard-hearted 
and mercileſs, and chooſe rather to be 4 Peli.. Pſ.1c2.6, 
can in the Wilderneſs, or an Owl in the Deſart, 
than lye in her boſom 2 What's become of atl 
that grace and pity that ber ſons uſe to ſay is in 
her ? Doth ſhe ſpend it all upon Hatlots and 
Whoremongers ? Doth ſhe lay it out all in 
conniving at their miſcarriages, and commu- 
ing and remitting their Penances ? Hath ſhe 
none at all left for rhe ſcrupulous and doubt. 
ing? This may tempt a man to think, that ſhe 
is of the ſame mind with thoſe of her Sons who 
reach, That Non-conformity 1s worſe than open 
Profaneſs: That to refuſe at the Churches Coms- 
mand to put on 4 Surplice, 1s worſe than to Swear, 
be Drunk,, or go to a Bawdy-honſe ; as if the 
tranſgreſſing of the Churches Ceremonial Law, 
were 2 greater offence than the breach of Goc's 
Moral Law, then which what can be grofter 
Blaſphemy 2 Well, if notwirchſtanding all we 
can (ay, our Adverſaties eye towards us be [til] ,,, 
evil, and they will yer proceed ro perſecute 4 n. 
us,we ſhall fit down and ſay as Clemangss did in 3)/f. ad 
the like caſe. Theſe carnal Sons of the Church C_ 
(ſaith he) do not only nor care for ſpiritual things, ;, tel.) 

I Mor Þ 523. 
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wor have any feeling of = but ptrſecute theſe 
that are according to the Spirit, as ſince the time 
of juſt Abel, whom carnal Cain murdered,ut bath 
ever been and will be tothe end of the World, Theſe 
are they who for temporal commodities flee to the 
Church, and living like Secular men, covet, and 
graſp, and rob, deſiring to rule, but not to ſerve ; 
lorying in their ſuperiority, oppreſſing their in= 
i, rejoycing in their own pride and luxury, 
They account gain godlineſs, and are alwayes ready 
to do and endnre any thing for the encreaſe of their 

terpporalties, chooſe how they are gotten, ſcorn 
and laughing at thoſe that are willing to live juſtly, 

belily, chaſtly, innocently, ſpiritually. So far he. 
Qs, 50, If notwithſtanding all the evils we 
ſee in the Ceremonies, we ſhauld yet ſubmir'to 
them, whether do you think it would ſerve our 
turns? If we ſhould fall in with our Adverſa- 
ries, and do all that at preſent they require 
from us,whether do you think ſuch complyance 
would ſatisfy them (o that they would then ler 
us be at peace, and live quietly among them ? 
Many wiſ: and ſobzr men think it would nor, 
bur that (if we would be painful in Preaching, 
holy in Life, and appear in any good degree 
for the power of Gadlineſs) we ſhould be as 
far from having their true love, and living in 
peace With them, as ever we were before, And 
indeed if we look upon paſt Ages, and obſerve 
what hath been the iſſue of. ſuch complyances, 
we (hall find that the Ritching of old and new 
cloth, or the joyning of contrary Spirits and 
Principles, hath nor ( as our Saviour teaches) 


Mary 16 61.4 wp the rent but made it worſe, When Paul 


at 
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at his coming to Fersſalew, did upon the ad- 4821.2. 


vice of ſome Brethren there, and for pre- 
venting the offence. of ſome Fews, zealous of y;17.,, 
the Moſaical Ceremonies, comply ( and that cont. Mar 
finfully as many think) in purifying bimſelf after cion. 1.1, 
the manner of the Law, what did ut avail him ? 5.70 
Why, the Fews were ſo far from being ſatisfied 39-Macc, 
with it, that they Rtirred up the People againſt Cene. 1.1. 
him, laid hands on him, reproached him, drew 2-<-10. 
him out of the Temple, beat him, and had not —_— 
the Roman Captain prevented, they had taken ,yj, :, 4 
away his Life, And when ſome of the mare vir.exter, 
ſimple and facil/: ſort of the Orthodox in the c«/* oppoſ 
Council of Ariminum, yeelded to the Arrians "7 t> 
that the 9qo*gtor ſhould be layd afide,the Arr:- —_— 
ans did not only publiſh all over the World, Bulling. 
that they had overcome the Orthodox, and ſub- & altos 
Qitute &u0r55:09 inſtead of Jues:tv, but being Syd fy 
unſatisfied with that, they turned 04 01s010y into ggoy, hiſt. 
iT:ese109, Solikewiſe when Zeno, to huſh the eccl, 1.2. 
ftrite about the Council of Chalcedon, framed bog 

his Henot:con, and Anaſtaſnes to accord all par- "> 
ties, eſtabliſhed an Azneſtia, or AR of Obli- Croſs, pre 
vion, commanding every one to preach accord- 1.c. 3.ſe#- 
ing to the cuſtom of his place ; and when He 1%P-159+ 
raclizs,to pacific the hot contention betwixt the 
Orchodox, that held there were two Wills in 

Chriſt ; and the Monothelites that held he had 

but oze, injoyned filence on both fides ; what 

did all this produce ? Did it unite the differing 
parties ? No; but ſer them further at diſtance 

than they were before, And if we deſcend to 

later times,hath this courſe wrought any better 


therein? No ; but hath yeelded the ſame etfe& 
K 4 it 
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itdid before, For inftance,when Rochez.anx with 


7 
ſome other of the more luke-warm ſort of the || tt 
Haſſites, ſubmitted upon mutual abatements, | w 
to an accommodation with the Papiſts, what }} te 


was the event of it ? why, not long after their | T 
Adverſaties reduced them to their former ſtate, |} ec 
and made them ſubje& tro the tyranny of the }} ©! 
Pope as before,- And what became of the Ger. || w 
may Interim? Did it heal the breach bztwixe || oi 
the Proteſtants and Papiſts ? No, but made it || ar 
wider than ever; and which was worſe, be- || & 
got differences amongſt the Proteſtants them- || ft 
ſelves. The like may be ſaid of divers other | ( 
compoſitions betwixt both Pap:ſfs and Pro- | m 
teſtamts, Lutherans and Calviniſts, which have |} at 
proved ineffeRual as to the procuring of the | ſu 
unity and peace aimed at and intended by | % 
them. In like manner when thoſe good men | it 
that carried on the Reformation in this Nati- | gc 
on in Edward the 6th dayes, out of a charitable | th 
z2a), let many things alone that ſhould have | th 
been removed, hoping thereby to win the Pa- | be 


Smeym pſs; this their complyance ( as ſome learned | ec 
E2.5,p.9. men have noted ) proved ſo far from anſwer- f co 


ivg their expeRations, that it did not only | bl 
harden the Papfts in their way, and prevent | gc 
their coming in tous, bur likewiſe drew many || th 
of ours back to them, But to come yet lower f| wi 
even to our own times ; When his preſent Ma- | to 
jeſty npon his coming in, was pleaſed in pur- || th 
ſuance of his Declaration from Bryeda,to autho- | pe 
rize ſeveral learned divines of ſeveral perſwa- 
fions to m2et together, and confer about the | pr 
Liturgy, and the one party out of an — ve 
Zea 
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zeal to the Churches peace, yeelded further 
than many of their brethren could have done, 
what were either they or the Church the bet- 
ter for it, as to the thing mainly intended ? 
Their oppoſites were ſo far from accepting their 
condeſcention, and anſwering it With the like 
on their part, that they loaded ſome of them, 
who laboured moſt in the work, with moſt odi- 
ous calumnies and reproaches. When men 
are once ſet upon ſuperſtition, they cannot in- 
dure to let it go. Though when they are in a 
ſtrait they may ſomewhat recede and give place 
( as Pharach when he was under Gods - 
ments) yet when their opportunity comes,they 
are ſure to return to their former beight. And 
ſuch is the infinuating, bewitching nature of 
Superſtition, that when men have entertained 
it they know not where to reſt, but commonly 
20 from ſep to ſtep till they have overthrown 
the pure Worſhip of God,and made themſelves 
the perfect Vaſlals of Satan, Beſides, it is to 
be obſerved, that as God hath no where allow- 
ed his Servants to uſe diſhonourable unworthy 
complyances, ſo ( as Sadeel notes) he doth not 


the men who are over us in the Church, and do 
what they at preſent require, yet it is ſcarcely 
to be imagined that they would be @ſatisfied 
therewith, or that God Would bleſs us with 
peace in ſodoing, 

And thus I have given you the Queries I 
promiſed you, and therein what I thought con- 
venient to ſay at this time touching the ſo much 

COn- 


Cont. Bur- 
bleſs them; And therefore though we ſhould _— 


20 againſt our Conſciences, and fall in with 430. 
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controverted BEL Ae + I have indeed muct; 
exceeded my intended bounds, but the parti. 
culars I had to ſpeak of were ſo many, and the 
exceptions to which they ( with other of the 
plaineſt truths, in this critical and cavilling 
age) lye open to,ſo various,that I could nor, if 
I would obtain the end of my undertaking, 
well confine my ſelf to a narrower compals. 
What advantage the reaſons I have infifted on 
might have received from further amplificati- 
ons, illuſtrations,teſtimonies, I preſume I need 
not totell you, All the favour I crave from' 
you is, that you would allow them a juſt and 
even Ballance, and then account of them but 
according to the weight and worth that there- 
by you ſhall find in them. If the Ceremonies 
ſand chargable neither with all, nor any of 
thoſe things I have brought in againſt them, 
then you are to acquit our Adverſaries, who 
defend and impoſe them and condemn us who 
refuſe and withſtand them ; but if otherwiſe, 
then you are to condemn them, and acquit us, 
And yet you are to remember, that you are not 
ro meaſure our Randing out, as to the matter 
of Conformity only by the Ceremonies, ſo as 
to judge of our carriage as to that particular as 
you find them ; for notwithſtanding the many- 
fold evils we charge them with ; yet there are 
other this urged upon us that we ſtick at, no 
leſs than we do at them ; ſo that though they 
were either proved lawful, or the Impoſttion 
of them waved , yet we could not, for very 
weighty reaſons, come in and do what is re- | 


quired from us, in order to our Liberty, If 
| our 
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our Adverſaries will fland to Mr. Ch;ling- Anſw. to 
worths motion, and take courſe that there be i Pref. 
E ſome form of worſhipping God propounded, that ts ſe, 23. 
e wholly taken out of Scripture,then they (hall find 


g us no backwarder to comply with them, then 
if they are upon the like tearms to comply with 
p, the Papiſts, They (ball then bave our heads 
b and hearts, aſſent, conſent and all ; but till then, 
n they muſt excuſe us if we ſtand at ſome diſtance 
[= from them. We muſt not follow the preſcrip- 
d tious of men, but the diretons of the Spirit of 
n\ | God; who as he knows beſt what is fit for us, 
d either to obſerve or do, ſo he is only able to 
t bleſs us in obſerving and doing of it, But I 


- muſt forbear, The Lord be pleaſed at the laſt , 
$ to gather every ſtone out of his Vineyard, pluck up 2 13 
f every plant that be hath not planted, thoroughly Mar.3.12 
x purge hs floor, rebuke that ſpirit of Superſtition 

a, Preſumption that is gone forth into the 
0 world, perſwade us all to be content with his 
F moſt holy and perfe& Inſtitutions, bind up our 
bs bleeding Wounds, take away our Reproach, 
rerove all the impediments of our Edification 
and peace, and unite us both in Judgment and 
Aﬀe&ion under that one common Head Jeſus 
Chriſt, to whom with the Father and the Holy 
Ghoſt, be given pure Worſhip and Service for 
eVermore. FINTS, 
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